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HENRY ax» ISABELLA. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


THE ASSIGNATION. 


* 


HE following morning Juliana 


1 aroſe with more than common 
_ chearfulneſs, and prepared for her viſit 
to the bathing: houſe. She was at the 


ſeat in the park, where Lady Frances 


had appointed her to meet her woman, 


ſome minutes before ſhe appeared to 
conduct her; during which time ſhe 
felt ſo much impatience, that a ſtranger 
who had obſerved her, would have 
_ gueſſed the aſſignation to have been of 


a very different nature. At length 


Mrs. Burne arrived, and pur an end to 
Vol. III. B 


her 
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her apprehenſions 


fear that a return of Fiow Lady 8 erde 


might have detained her. After a plea- 
ſant walk, they reached the place of 


meeting, which was ſuch as would have 


ſuited two faithful lovers as well as 
friends; for it was ſituated in the moſt 
ſequeſtered part of the park, upon the 
verge of a ſmall, but clear and beauti- 
ful lake, whoſe banks riſing on every 


fide, and being clothed with the richeſt 


verdure, and crowned with weeping 
willows, hanging birch, mountain pine, 
and other pictureſque trees, formed an 


encloſure of the moſt pleaſing kind. 


Fronting the door of the bathing-houſe 
by which Juliana entered, was a large 
folding one, which being thrown open, 
afforded the moſt delightful view of the 
lake, its green encloſure, and a water- 
fall broken by rough ſtones, and ſeveral 
trees and buſhes, which, in part, con- 
cealed it from the fight. The morning 
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HENRY AND ISABELLA- | 3 - 
being very hot, the ſun mining with 
unclouded ſplendor, nothing could be 
more refreſhing and agreeable than this 
cool retreat; our heroine was enchanted 
by its beauty; and when Lady Frances 
told her it was intirely planned by Sir 
Charles himſelf, ſhe expreſſed her ad- 
miration of his taſte in the warmeſt 
terms. He really has a great deal (ſaid 
Lady Frances) and a great deal of un- 
derſtanding, knowledge, and goodneſs 
of heart; all he wants is a well-ſuited 
partner to poſſeſs that heart, and detach 
it from a few ill-grounded prejudices 
and conſequent follies which at preſent 
prevent his becoming the perfect cha- 
racter nature deſigned him for. 

But would not a lady run ſome ha- 
aZard, who ſhould undertake to remove 
them, (anſwered Juliana.) Men of Sir 
Charles's ſenſe do not adopt an opinion, 
till they imagine they have well exa- 
mined its validity: and I think I have 
Ba obſer ved, 
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obſerved, that men are more tenaciouſly 
fond of a falſe principle, and exert. far 
more ingenuity and force to maintain 
it, than ever they beſtow upon the de- 
fence of poor unregarded truth. That 
is (replied Lady Frances) becauſe falſe- 
hood requires all, and more than all, 
the ingenuity which the moſt ſenſible 
man poſſeſſes, to ſupport her unſtable 
cauſe; whereas truth, though naked 
and unprotected by wit or learning, 
can, by merely telling her own ſimple 
tale, ſilence the eloquent, and refute 
the wiſe. But Sir Charles's grand error, 
that upon which all the reſt depend, is 
not one of thoſe that favor inclination, 
and may rather be ſaid to be choſen 
than received; it is a miſtake which the 
general appearance of things is but too 
"nic calculated to lead a man of re- 
flection into, though there cannot be 
one more dangerous to his intereſt, 
morals and peace. He 1 225 
| 18, 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, — 5 
is, 1 once did believe, that the preſent 
generation of young women are not 
fuch, in whoſe hands a man of. ſenſe 
could, without extreme rafhneſs, truſt 
his repoſe and honour, In ſhort, that 
neither their edvcations, or general 
habits, fit them for wives. He ad- 
mires female beauty; acknowledges 
that many women have wit and talents, 
and, had their minds been properly 
cultivated, might have been amiable; 
but the wrong bias of modern education 
is, he ſays, ſufficient to ſpoil the belt 
diſpoſition : for what (have I often 
heard him ſay) are female accompliſh- 
ments, the acquiſition of which occupy 
ſo many of the moſt valuable years of 
life, and why are they ſtudied? Is a 
young lady taught to be graceful and 
elegant, in order that ſne may endear 
herſelf to her friends, and do honour: to 
her inſtructors? Is ſhe perſuaded to 
pg to any particular ſtudy, ſuch as 
1 B 3 | mulic, 
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muſic, painting, &c. becauſe her fa- 


ther is fond of it, and would be morti- 
: fied if ſhe does not excel? Theſe are 
motives that would lead her mind in- 


ſenſibly to its proper duties, and the 
kind friend and attentive daughter, 
would probably become the obliging 


and faithful wife. But the very con- 


trary of this is the preſent mode; a girl 


is told, that ſhe muſt be content to con- 
fine herſelf to her father's houſe, her 


maſters and governeſs, for a certain 


number of years, at the end of which 
ſhe ſhall be introduced to the gay 
world, or, as it is called, brought out, 


with all poſſible eclat. And wherefore? 


That, too, is fully explained tothe young 
lady, in order that ſhe may captivate 
ſome man of rank and fortune, and 


marry to advantage. Here did it end, 


all would be tolerably well; but, con- 
trary to the comedies we uſually ſee 


performed 1 in our theatres, where matri- 
| mony 
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mony concludes, in our dramas of mo- 
dern life, it only begins the piece; for 
having run through the uſual forms of 
huſband- hunting, and at laſt, by means 

of family connections, or the interfe- 
rence of ſome aſlifting friend, caught 
the fool who is to afford her the grand 
privileges ſte has ſought ſo long, the 
reign of levity commences, and he has 
no choice, but to cloſe his eyes, and 
mix with the numerous herd who ſhare 
his fortune; or, by opening them to 
the folly he has committed, live in a 
conſtant ſtate of domeſtic diſcord. 
Such (continued Lady Frances) has 
been my nephew's opinion of modern 
female manners; and though I doubt 
not but there are to be found very many 
-amiable exceptions, yet I fear it is, in 
general, but too juſt. Wherein then is 
he blameable for entertaining it? (ſaid 
Juliana.) He is blameable, for not ra- 
ther endeavouring to diſcover one of 
. 5 the 
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te exceptions I juſt. mentioned, (an- 
fwered Lady Frances, ) than ſuffering a 
prejudice againſt the married ſtate to 
become one of the habits of his mind, 
and entering into ſuch a plan of liſe as 
muſt, if long perſevered in, render him 
unworthy the affection of a woman of 
principle and delicacy. Ah! (conti- 


nued ſhe,) what would I not give to ſee 
him the huſband of my dear Miſs Mait- 


land! Pardon, my love, a wiſh which 
J affure you is but the effuſion of the 
moment, and proceeds from the admi- 
ration. ] feel for your nme uncom- 
mon excellencies. 


You cannot, my ene macem; 
(replied Juliana,) pay me a higher 


compliment than is implied by wiſhing 


me the wife of a man who I know you 
conſider and love as a ſon; but you do 
not know that I am deſtined never to 


change the name of Maitland.. I have 
heard (replied her ladyſhip) that a part 
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of your fortune depends upon your pre- 
ſerving it; but 1 did not know that 
you had quite reſolved in favor of Sir 
George. I have ſeveral times ſeen him 
at Mr. Mordant's. May you be happy, 
my dear Juliana, whoever is ſo fortu- 
nate as to become de ey of 1 
choice. | 
I have by no means reſolved in favor 
of Sir George, (anſwered our heroine,) 
but J am fully determined never to 
alter my name. If I do not marry a 
Maitland, 1 will die ſingle. There is 
a younger brother, (ſaid Lady Frances, 
ſmiling,) who Mrs. Mordant tells me 
is one of the fineſt young men in the 
kingdom. You bluſh, my dear! your - 
countenance was not intended to keep 
fecrets. Let me again repeat, May 
my ſweet Juliana be happy, let who 
will be the object of her choice ! though 
LES "ol RI that, had that 
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choice been left to me, Mr. Maitland 
wende have been leſs fortunate. 
Several hours had paſſed in the moſt 


abc manner, before either of the 


friends thought of returning to their 


different habitations. Lady Frances 


had prevailed upon Juliana to breakfaſt 
with her, which ſhe the more readily 
conſented to do, having the evening 


before mentioned to Mrs. Mordant the 


promiſe ſhe had made of meeting her 


the next morning, which ſhe knew 


would prevent the family's being alarm- 
ed by her unuſually long abſence, or 


their waiting breakfaſt for her, as they 


had once done. The pleaſantneſs of 
the place ſhe was in, and the company 
of one who, ſhort as their intimacy had 


been, was become ſo dear to her, gave 


wings to'the hours; and more might 
have fied unnoticed, had ſhe not been 
reminded of their Japſe. While they 
were bulily engaged in converſation, 

they 
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they- were ſuddenly interrupted by 


ſmart rap at the door, and upon its 


being opened, Albert made his e 


ance. | 
After CODEINE Mi 50 for PIER 


upon them, he turned to Juliana, and 


told her, he had been deputed by the 
whole family at Mordant-Place to peti- 
tion for her return. You know (con- 
tinued he) that ſcarce any of us can 
live without you; but there is one arri- 


ved, about two hours ſince, who is 


quite impatient for your preſence. 


Had you ſeen how poor Lord Belford 


looked, when he was informed that you 


were abſent, hard as your heart is, it 


would certainly have pitied his diſap- 


pointment; but he no ſooner heard that 
you were every moment expected home, 
being only gone to take a morning 
walk, than his anguiſh. was ſuddenly 


converted into joy; and that again, 


from jour delay, into impatience : ſuch 


B 6 58 are 
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are the tormenting viciſſitudes which 
0 love, almighty love ! impoſes upon his 
= votaries. At laſt, out of mere compaſ- 
il ſion to the poor peer, and fearing leſt 
the agitations of his mind ſhould bring 
on another fit of the gout, I was re- 
queſted to find you out, and intreat 
that you will return, and by ee b 
in all Your ee 


1 a * * . 


At once, both jultify — pay 
The pains he feels from your delay. 


— —— —œ — — 


= | Logd Belford (ſaid Lady Frances) is 
| Lord Belford in the country? He is at 
preſent at Mordant-Place, (replied Al- 
bert,) but the family there, are not 
I particularly obliged to him for his 
company, as his motive for honouring 
them with it, at this rime, is rather 
too apparent: in ſhort, to let your 4 
Ladyſhip into a ſecret, which will 
ſoon be promulgated, he is fallen 
* * into love with Miſs 
„ : Maitland, | 
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Maitland, that he -cannot eit | ut 


of her preſence. If he is ſo much in 


love as you deſcribe him to be, (an- 


ſwered Juliana, ſmiling,) his caſe is in- 
deed deſperate ; for I fear it will never 
be my fortune to wear a coronet. Then 


it will be your fortune to reje& one, 


| (replied Albert,) for 1 am confident, 
| had poor Lord Belford a dozen, he 


would lay them all at your feet. Where 
did you become acquainted with him? 


(ſaid her Ladyſhip, addreſſing our he- 


roine.) I never had the honour of ſeeing 
him till yeſterday, (anſwered ſhe,) when 


he dined at Marlly; and as your 
Ladyſhip knows how large a part of the 
day I paſſed in your apartment, you 


cannot but acknowledge that my 
charms are very ſtriking, and that Lord 
Belford ſubmitted as readily as the 


enemies of Cæſar: for, according to 


Mr. Albert Mordant's account, my 
conqueſt muſt have been atchieved by 
a ſingle 
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8 a ſingle glance, and that the firſt too, 


or his Lordſhip's paſſion could never 


have made ſuch a progreſs in ſo very 
ſhort a time. Oh! (anſwered Albert,) 


the ſtrongeſt paſſion is always of the 


quickeſt growth; that which requires 
time and care is ever weak and puny. 
J wonder (ſaid Lady Frances) that 
Sir Charles did not mention to me his 
being here yeſterday. She then pauſed, 


and ſeemed wholly loft in thought for a 


moment; when, ſuddenly recovering 
from her reverie, ſhe aſked Albert if 
Lord Belford intended to continue long 
at Mordant-Place. Only a fortnight, 
(anſwered Albert.) It was ſettled, be- 


fore I came out this morning, that he 
mould make one of our party to Stanton 


races, and from thence he means to re- 
turn to his ſeat in the weſt of England. 


But come, Miſs Maitland, (continued 


he, aſſiſting her to put on her calaſh,) 
conſider, every moment we delay adds 
rf tO es 


RW 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 15 


to the pangs your love-ſick peer is con- 


demned to feel. If you reſolve not to 
be kind, at leaſt be not unneceſſarilyß 
cruel. Juliana replied, that he was far 


more cruel, in tearing her from that 


ſweet retreat; and ſtill more, (conti- | 
nued ſhe, approaching Lady Frances,) 


from the miſtreſs of it. Her Ladyſhip 


ſaid, ſhe hoped Lord Belford's being 
at Mordant-Place would not prevent 
her having ſometimes the pleaſure of 
feeing her at the bathing-houſe; adding, 


"that ſhe ſhould breakfaſt there every 


morning. Juliana perfectly underſtood 
the invitation, and replied, that it muſt 


be ſomething more than want of incli- 
nation that ſhould prevent her attend- 


ance upon her every fine morning; and 
after Albert had, in the name of his 


| mother, expreſſed a hope of foon being 


favgred. with her company for a "Ps 
they . their leave. 
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On their return home, the ſubje& of 
Lord Belford's paſſion was renewed; 
for it was difficult to force Albert out 
of his uſual vein: and though our he- 
roine ſtrove to change the converſation, 
by introducing ſeveral topics of di- 
courſe which ſhe thought ſufficiently 
common and eafy to be diſcuſſed, the 
moment ſhe ceaſed to ſpeak, he in- 
© fantly recurred to thoſe that beſt ſuited 
* his diſpoſition and habit of mind. 
Upon their arrival at the houſe, they 
found the room where the family uſually 
fat in a morning quite empty, the la- 
dies being gone up to dreſs, and, as a 
ſervant informed Albert, my Lord and 
Mr. Mordant in the library, Upon 
| looking at her watch, Juliana found it 
| was full three o'clock; and dinner 
| being always ready exactly at half an 
hour paft four, ſhe haſtened to her 
apartment, in order to einn herſelf 
1 its 7 | 
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HENRY AND ISABEELA. 17 
She was not half dreſſed when ſome- 
body rapped gently at her door; which 
being opened by her maid, Lady Mait- 
land entered. Surpriſed to ſee her 
ready before the moment of aſſembling 


1 in the dining parlour, ſhe expreſſed her 


wonder at fo unuſual a phenomenon; 


to which Lady Maitland anſwered, that 


not having ſeen her all morning, ſhe 


had a mind to indulge herſelf with half 
an hour of her dear child's company, 
before the reſt of the family were ready 


to ſhare it with her. You ſee, (ſaid 


ſhe,)-I can exert myſelf when have a 
motive ſufficiently ſtrong. She then 
proceeded to complain of the very little 


of her daughter's company ſhe was 


ſuffered to enjoy; ſaying, ſhe ſhould 
certainly be jealous of Lady Frances 
Seward, if ſhe monopolized ſo much of 


her time. To all this apparent fond- 
neſs, Juliana returned obliging and 


reſpectful anſwers ; but there was ſome- 
8 thing 


18 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


thing in Lady Maitland's manner which 
prevented its having any effect upon 
her heart, ſomething that ena it did 
not flow from her own. | 

She then proceeded to tell our he- 
roine, that ſhe had written to town for 
her new dreſs, and to deſcribe in what 
_ reſpects ſhe intended it ſhould be dif- 
ferent from hers, and wherein they 
ſhould be the ſame ; adding, that as it 
was to be a full dreſs, it was neceſſary 
to make conſiderable alterations both ? 
in the form and trimming, in the latter 
of which ſhe feared her dear girl would 
think ſhe had been a little extravagant. 
Juliana replied, that ſne wiſhed her to 

order whatever ſhe liked beſt, provided 
the expence was not greater than her 

' purſe would admit of. You know 
(continued ſhe) my income is not at 
1 preſent very large, and running in debt, 

while I am under age, and cannot in- 
ſure payment to. thoſe who are willing 
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XZ to truſt me, is what I cannot endure to 
debt! (exclaimed Lady Maitland,) 
what hinders your paying any you may 
now contract, when you come of age? 
I may not live till I am of age, (an- 
ſwered Juliana,) and am therefore re- 
ſolved to ſpend no more than is cer- 
= tanly my own: but (continued ſhe, 
Z fmiling,) I am at preſent pretty rich, 
Y having received a quarter's allowance 


tremely .glad to hear that, (replied 


unleſs you can be good enough to afford 
me a little more aſſiſtance, 1t will not 
be in my power to go to Stanton races; 
which, as Mr. Mordant is one of the 
ſtewards, would be thought a great 
| light. Travellin o, eſpecially upon the 
cContinent, is ſo very expenſive; and 
though Mr. Mordant is an exceedingly 

9 | | | good. 


— 


think of. Not inſure the payment of a 


juſt before left Furze-Hill. I'm ex 


Lady Maitland,) for, notwithſtanding: 
the elegant preſent you have made me, 


is 


= © 
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good kind of man, he is one of thoſe i 


who knows how to make every one pay 
their proper ſhare. 


Juliana now clearly comprehended 


the motive which had been ſtrong 
enough to induce her Ladyſhip to hurry 


over the important taſk of dreſſing, and 


actually appear equipped for the day, a 

full hour before the time of dinner, 
She replied, gravely, that it was a pity 
| the could not, for the ſake of her own 
peace and comfort, contrive to be more 
independent upon ſo conſiderable an 
income as ſhe poſſeſſed. That any 


aſſiſtance in her power to afford, ſhe 


could not refuſe to a mother, but at 
preſent ſhe had ſeveral demands unan- 
ſwered. She had two or three penſi- 
oners, whoſe ſalaries were nearly due; 
and, being their only dependence, they 
muſt not be diſappointed: that the rent 
of her ſchool-houſe, and the teachers 
* muſt likewiſe be paid this 

quarter; 
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quarter; ; & that ſhe feared it would not 
be poſſible for her to ſpare much, but 
if fifty guineas would ſupply her pre- 
ſent wants, it was at her ſervice. _- 

It is no wonder that you are not rich, 
while you burden yourſelf with ſuch 
unneceſſary expences, (anſwered Lady 
Maitland.) Perhaps (replied Juliana) 
we differ a little in our opinions of 
what is unneceſſary. I am ſorry that 1 
cannot with any tolerable degree of 
convenience to myſelf, or juſtice to 
others, ſupply you with a larger ſum. 
If that will be of uſe to you, I. Will 
fetch i it immediately. 

Lady Maitland was not one of thoſe 
who are above accepting ſmall advan- 
tages, when they cannot procure great 
ones. She anſwered, that though fifty 
pounds would not enable her to appear 
in the manner ſhe ought to do, it was 
better than nothing; upon which our 
heroine opened the drawer of a ſmall 
writing 
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— — 


5 writing deſk, whigh ſhe uſually carried 


about with her, and took out a fifty 
pound bank note, which ſhe preſented 
to her Ladyſhip, who received it with 
a diſcontented look, ſaying, My Ju- 
liana was not uſed to be worſe than her 
word, and ſhe promiſed me fifty gui- 


neas. Juliana bluſhed for her mother's 


unfeeling meanneſs, and again opening 
the ſame drawer, took out a note for 


ten pounds, and folding it in the other 
which ſhe had in a half peeviſh manner 
thrown upon the table, gave them both 


to her, not without an air a little ex- 
preflive of diſdain. . 
Her Ladyſhip having obtained the 


* 


purpoſe for which her viſit was made, 


though not quite in ſo full a manner as 


the had expected, did not ſtay long for 


the fake of enjoying her dear child's 
converſation; but pretending to want 


ſomething which ſhe had left in her 


| dreſſing room, n. che apartment, 
leavin g 
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ing her to finiſh the buſineſs of the 
toilet at leiſure. This buſineſs, though 
never neglected, did not employ ſo 
many of Juliana's hours as it did of her 


XZ mothers; indeed, very few who dreſſed 


with ſo much elegance, were ſo ſhort a 
time about it, ſo that notwithſtanding 
the interruption the had received, ſhe 


XZ was ready a quarter of an hour before 


the time of dining. But theſe odd 
quarter and half hours, which in gene- 
ral hang ſo heavy, ſhe never ſuffered to 
be unemployed :. the preſent was filled 
up with giving her couſin Mary an ac- 


count of the manner in which ſhe,had 


ſpent the former part of that morning, 


. as well as the preceding day; for ſne 


conſtantly. made her and Mrs, Maitland 
partakers of every circumſtance that 
befel her, eſpecially thoſe that affor led 
her pleaſure. She had before, in the 
fulleſt manner, deſcribed the e and 
—— of * Frances, and the 

preſent 


et ſheet was half Glled with her = 
praiſes. It was one of her firſt and 


i ſtrongeſt wiſhes to bring her new friend 
perſonally acquainted with thoſe ſhe had 


fo long loved and eſteemed; as a pre- 


paration for which ſhe had already re- 


peatedly delineated them in ſuch ex- 
preſſions of warm love, gratitude, and 
reſpect, chat Lady F rances had more 


we 


pleaſure to be known to 5 ſo 
worthy and amiable. Nor was ſhe 
without hopes of perſuading her to fa- 
vor Mrs. Maitland with a viſit, at the 
time ſhe returned to Furze-Hill. Ju- 
- Hana's mind was much above that mean 


_ jealouſy, which narrow ones ſo often 


feel from a conſciouſneſs that they merit 
little, and may therefore eaſily be ri- 
valled in their friendſhips, or rather in 


their intimacies; for narrow minds are 
incapable of friendſhip. She wiſhed ro 
communicate every poſſible pleaſure to 


thoſe 


3 
1 
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XZ thoſe the eſteemed, and particularly 


deſired, that all thoſe whom ſhe loved 
ſhould love one another. 
From the pleaſing employment of 


converſing (for ſo ſhe conſidered this 


confidential correſpondence) with thoſe 
ſhe ſo much regarded, our heroine was 
called by a ſummons to dinner. Upon 


entering the dining parlour, where the 


whole family, together with their noble 


gueſt, and ſeveral of the neighbouring 


ladies and gentlemen were aſſembled, 


the firſt who approached her was Sir 
Charles Haſtings, who reſpectfully took 


her hand to lead her to the table, 


= where having placed her, he ſeated 
2 himſelf by her ſide. Having returned 


the how-do-ye-do's of the company, 
her attention was engaged by Lord 
Belford, who having taken his place 


1 exactly oppoſite to her, addreſſed her 
with a voice of much ſoftneſs, aſking, | if 
a poor invalid might hope at laſt to ob- 
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tain a moment of her notice? She po- 
litely begged his pardon for not having 
obſerved him ſooner; inquired after his 
health, and expreſſed much ſatisfaction, 
on hearing that he felt himſelf recover- 
ing, and growing ſtronger every hour. 
This ſatisfaction ſhe really did feel; for 
ſhe was much pleaſed, with the lively 
converſation of Lord Belford, was a 
ſtranger to any part of his, character, 
except his reputation for generoſity and 
good nature, (qualities of which ſhe 
Was a great admirer,) and believed that 
bis age and infirmities ſet his forming 
the ſlighteſt pretenſions to a young wo- 
man of her great expectations almoſt 
out of the liſt of poſſibilities. On all 
theſe accounts, ſhe liſtened to him with 
more than ordinary pleaſure, and re- 
plied to every thing he ſaid to her with 
particular complacency. If Sir Charles 
happened to ſpeak to her at the ſame 
time with his Lordſhip, which was 
. . 
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more than once the caſe, ſhe never 
failed to anſwer the peer firſt, and upon 
all occaſions gave him a kind of prefer- 
ence, which the poor Baronet would 
have given worlds to obtain. 
In the afternoon; as Lord Belford 
could not walk, a party at whiſt was 
propoſed. Lady Maitland, Mrs. Mor- 
dant, Sir Harry Windſor, and another 
lady and gentleman, offered themſelves 
to make up the table, and were juſt 
about to draw for places and partners, 
when the Peer turning to Juliana, by 


whom he had ſeated himſelf in the 


drawing room, aſked her, if ſhe would 
not favor him ſo far as to make one of 
their number. Juliana, who was at no 
time fond of cards, but leaſt during 
the ſummer, when nature preſents every 
intelligent creature with ſo many 
ſources of amuſement, greatly prefer- 
able to one which nothing but the long 
abſence of others can excuſe a ſenſible 
. mind 
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mind for partaking of, heſitated a mo- 
ment, and then ſaid, if they wanted 
her, ſhe was at their ſervice. To 
which his Lordſhip anſwered, then we 
certainly want you; and as it is always 
a cuſtom to indulge children when they 
are not well, and I readily acknowledge 
myſelf a mere grown baby, I ſhall be 
quite diſappointed, if not out of hu- 
mour, unleſs you are aſſigned me for a 
partner. Mrs, Mordant ſaid, with a 
ſmile, that, as his Lordſhip had con- 
| deſcended to plead childhood, it was 
but reaſonable the privileges of that 
Rate, to which ſo many have a right, 
theugh few thought proper to claim 
them, ſhould be allowed him: and 
none of the company objecting, Ju- 
liana, not without a little inward reluc- 
tance, ſat down as Lord Belford's part- 5 
ner for the rubber. | 
Though our heroine had not at all 
Audied the rules of whiſt, and practiſed 
them 
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them very little, her good ſenſe and 
quickneſs of apprehenſion enabled her 
to play the game well, and his Lord- 
ſhip appeared highly ſatisfied with his 
Partner during the two firſt rubbers; 
when ſhe requeſting to be excuſed for 
the remainder of the afternoon, he was 

obliged to cut in again with Lady 
Maitland. 

Juliana had watched Lord Belford 
and her mother, both at Marlly, and 
this day, in hope of obſerving in the 
former, ſome of that admiration, with 
the ſuppoſition of which Albert, and 
even Miſs Mordant, had ſo often com- 
plimented the latter. I ſay, in hope; 

for ſhe could not help ſecretly wiſhing 
that ſhe might have an advantageous 

opportunity of changing her name. 
She thought the title of counteſs would 
a little ſhade her follies; at leaſt, ſhe 
felt that ſhe would be leſs to her, and 


ſhe ſhould bluſh leſs for Lady Belford _ 


C 3 | than 


,n ee 
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than for Lady Maitland. But ſhe could 

not perceive that more than very com- 

mon- place gallantries gave riſe to a 
kind of expectation which ſhe plainly 
ſaw her mother entertained, and which | 
the concluded, was the only cauſe of her 
young relations flattering her with the 
belief that they had marked a more 
than ordinary regard in his Lordſhip's 
behaviour to her, except an inclination 
to divert themſelves a little at her ex- 


pence, of which ſhe had more than 
once ſuſpected Albert, notwithſtanding 
his apparent good nature; and uf which 


ſhe knew Miſs Mordant to be as capa- 
ble as an envious difpoſition without 
talents could admit. 

- A few days, however, fully con- 


Gaced her, that, however Lady Mait- 


land might flatter herſelf with gay 
hopes, nothing could be further from 


| the intentions of Lord Belford than a 


marriage with 1 and that his views 
| were. 
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| were fixed in a quarter which mult for 
ever preclude ſuch an expectation. 
The following morning, induced 
both by the fineneſs of the weather, 
and the inclination ſhe always felt to 
converſe with Lady Frances, Juliana 
breakfaſted at the bathing-houſe ; with 
this pleaſure ſhe indulged herſelf almoſt 
every day, and every day returned more 
delighted with the underſtanding, man- 
ners and diſpoſition of her friend. The 
firſt morning of her abſence, Lord Bel- 
ford complained much of the loſs they 
ſuſtained by it; the loſs of what, he 
ſaid, was in his eſtimation the moſt va- 
luable thing upon earth, pleaſure; and 
added, with- a tone of affected half 
anger, who is this aunt of Sir Charles's, 
by whom we are to be deprived of what 
is ſo irrecoverable ? Don't be quite ſo 
ſure (cried Albert) that it is all for the 
aunt's fake ; ſuppoſe Sir Charles him- 
ſelf ſhould have been of the party? It 
)) = Wa 18 


1 
e 


is 
x 


als. — N 


— v —„— — —— 2 — e CY ALES" WEE TS Oe ——— 
* ** 4 » E - 
n * s 8 5 * . . 
rr IIS ren | 
- 


32 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


is true, I did not actually ſee him yeſ- 
terday, but methought I could trace 
his. footſteps on the graſs, Nobody, 
who is acquainted with Lady Frances, 


(replied Juliana) will think I can want 


any inducement to viſit her, except the 


| pleaſure of her converſation. What 


Lady Frances, (exclaimed the Peer.) 
Lady Frances Seward, (anſwered Mrs. 
Mordant,) one of the daughters of the 
late Earl of Clareville. Her ſiſter was 


mother to Sir Charles Haſtings, I once 


knew her, (ſaid his Lordſhip, with 
ſome heſitation ;) ſhe was then reckon- 


ed handſome and. accompliſhed. She 


is ſtill both, (ſaid Juliana,) and one of 
the moſt pleaſing women I ever knew, 
Well, I don't think ſo, (cried Lady 
Maitland ;) in my opinion ſhe is too 
tall, and her eyes are too large; then 
ſhe is ſo pale, it is quite frightful; one 
would think ſhe had not an hour to 
live. I hope, (replied our heroine,) 

that 
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that paleneſs is no certain proof of ill- 
neſs, any more than freſhneſs is of 
youth or health, ſhe was about to have 

| faid; but her good-nature ſuppreſſed 
her wit, as indeed it always did, when 
the one could not diſplay itſelf but at 
expence of the other. ; 
She has a very large fortune —has he 
not? (ſaid Lord Bel ford.) She might 
have had one of the largeſt in the king- 
dom, (replied Mrs. Mordant,) for her 
father was ſo much offended by Lady 
 Harriot's marriage with the late Sir 
Philip Haſtings, that he left all his for- 
tune, except one eſtate, which he an- 
nexed to the title, to his youngeſt 
daughter; but the moment it came 
into her poſſeſſion, ſhe generouſly! di- 
vided every ſhilling with her ſiſteg: 

_. notwithſtanding which, and ſeveral 
other very liberal actions ſhe has per- 
formed, ſhe is ſtill one of the beſt fe- 


male fortunes we have, except that 
\ Hs Lady 
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Lady, (continued ſhe, waving her 


we have none ſo large. She makes an 


odd kind of uſe of it, (ſaid Lady Mait- 
land, not appearing to have heard what 


Mrs. Mordant ſaid of her generoſity,) 


and leads a ſtrange kind of moping life. 


Then ſhe is fo particular in her ways of 
thinking, and ſo fond of diſplaying her 
learning, (cried Miſs Mordant ;) I do 
not wonder ſhe never married, (rejoined 


Her Ladyſhip.) 


Our heroine was las to have an- 


ſwered theſe accuſations, ſo unmerci- 
full and unjuſtly brought againſt her 
friend, when the entrance of Sir Charles 
"Haſtings, who ſeldom ſuffered a day to 
paſs without viſiting Mordant-Place, 


put an end to the converſation. 
The ſubject of Stanton races was then 


brought forward, and Lady Maitland 
-alked Sir Charles, if he intended to be 


there; to which he anſwered, that he 
2 
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fully meant to do himſelf that honour. 
Lord Belford ſaid, he found himſelf fo 
much ſtronger within the laſt three days, 
that he hoped to be a principal per- 
former at the balls; to which Lady 
Maitland anſwered, that whoever had 
the honour of being his partner, would 
have cauſe to rejoice, for ſhe thought 
his Lordſhip danced better than any 
man ſhe ever knew. Lord Belford only 
bowed in return for this compliment. 
Perhaps a bow was not all that her 
| Ladyſhip expected; but with that ſhe 
was forced to be content. The Peer 
then aſked Sir Charles, if Lady Frances 
intended to honour the races with her 
preſence. My aunt (anſwered he) would 
be happy to ſhow any proof of reſpect 
to Mr. and Mrs. Mordant, but ſhe has 
ſoo long diſuſed herſelf from public places 
of every kind, that it would be quite 

diſagreeable to her; and I am ſure they 

uy too good to wiſh her to do what 
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would ſo work diſtreſs her. 0 his 


Mrs. Mordant returned an obliging an- 
ſwer, and, after a good deal more chat 
upon the ſubject, invited the Baronet to 


make one in their party; ſay ing, Lord 


Belford had propoſed their ſetting out 
two or three days before the races began, 
and making a pleaſant little tour in 


their way thither, and another on their 
return: to which Sir Charles readily 
conſented, expreſſing a deep ſenſe of 
the obligation Mrs. Mordant conferred 
upon him, in ſuffering him to become 
one of their attendants. 


* 
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"THE Ins LOVER. 


IN. the oval of a few 1 Lord 
. Belford was ſo much recovered from 
his late illneſs, that he could walk about 

the room without any aſſiſtance, and in 
leſs than a week had regained as great 
a degree of activity as men of fifty 
uſually poſſeſs. In proportion as he re- 
covered his health and ſtrength, his 
aſſiduity and attentions to our heroine 
increaſed, and became at length ſo 
pointed, as to eſcape the notice of none 
but herſelf. Partly blinded by the want 
of that quick-ſighted vanity which re- 
preſents every flatterer as a lover, and 
partly by the improbability there was 
that a man of Lord Belford's age, who 
did not want underſtanding, or know- 
| ledge of the world, ſhould eber hope 
Or 
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or wiſh to marry a woman of her youth 
and fortune, ſhe did not in the ſmalleſt 
degree ſuſpe& his intentions, till an 
actual declaration from his Lordſhip, 
with the offer of a vaſt ſettlement, the 
full command of her own fortune, and 
every circumſtance of pomp and fplen- 
dor that conld dazzle vanity, or bribe 
ambition, left her no ares. wil * your 
biliry of doubting. | 

The moment that ſurprize wound per- 
mit her to ſpeak, ſhe in the fulleſt and 
moſt explicit manner declined, what ſhe 
termed, the honour he offered her, 
foftening her refuſal with every expreſ- 
fion of reſpe& which politeneſs could 
demand, or good-nature diftate. She 
was far from fearing that he would con- 
deſcend a ſecond time to make her ſuch 
propoſals, much leſs teaze her with 
complaints and repetitions of them; 
' ſhe was therefore greatly ſurprized, 
when, inſtead of immediately withdraw- 

ing 
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ing his pretenſions, he declared, that the 
happineſs of his life depended upon the 
ſucceſs of his preſent hopes, and that 
he would never forego them till he was 


the wife of another. 


Fearing that he might omg her | 
mother in his cauſe, who ſhe knew con- 
fidered rank and fortune as the only 
things neceſſary in marriage, and by 
that means fubje& her to more of what 
her Ladyſhip might call maternal ad- 


vice, than would be agreeable to her, 


ſhe went immediately to her dreſſing- 


room, where the greateſt part of her 


morning was uſually ſpent, and in few 
words informed her of what had paſſed 
between his Lordſhip and herſelf, beg- 
ging that, if any application ſhould be 
made to her, ſhe would entirely diſ- 
courage his further purſuit, ſince ſhe 
was fixed in her reſolution of never ſuf- 
fering it to become ſucceſsful,  _ 

„ Lady 
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Lady Maitland appeared exceſſively 
hurt and amazed by the information. 


She ſaid, it was one of the laſt things 
the ſhould have expected; that Lord 
Belford muſt certainly be out of his 


ſenſes, to think of marrying a girl of 


- Juliana's age and fortune ; and entirely 

agreed with her, that nothing could be 
more abſurd than ſuch. an intention. 
Had. he fixed upon a fine woman of 
forty, (ſaid ſhe,) there would have been 
ſome reaſon in it; but a girl, a mere 
child! nothing could be more ridicu- 

lous. She aſſured her daughter, that, 


if he ſpoke to her upon the ſubject, ſhe 


ſhould tell him her ſentiments in the 
- fulleſt manner; and adviſed her, the 
next time he renewed his addreſſes, to 
recommend a more ſuitable and rational 
choice to him: adding, no woman of 
forty, in the kingdom, would refuſe 
. 72 


1 . 1 Juliana 
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* 


Juliana having thus, as ſhe believed, 
1 herſelf from being teazed by 
more than one, had little doubt, by a 
ſecond ſteady refuſal, of putting an end 
to his Lordſhip's pretenſions ; and de- 
termined if, on the contrary, he was 
mean enough to perſecute her, in ſuch 
a manner as ſhould render her ſtay at 
Mordant- Place diſagreeable, (for ſhe 
found it was now his intention to return 
there, after the races were over,) to 
ſhorten her viſit, and, little as ſhe wiſhed 
to do fo during Sir George Maitland's 
hay there, return to Furze-Hill. 

A whole day paſſed after ſhe had 
bs this reſolution, without Lord Bel- 
ford's appearing to ſeek any occaſion of 
ſpeaking to her; but his behaviour was 
too particular to give her any hopes of 


his having relinquiſhed the character of 


a lover. In the evening, however, ſhe 
was convinced that he had not ſuffered 
(he, wad to paſs unemployed, in what he 

4 ar ſuppoſed 


* 


42 
ſuppoſed the advancement of his widees ; 
for ſcarce was ſhe retired to her apart- 
ment at night, when Lady Maitland en- 
dered, and, after ſeveral of her uſual 
tender ſpeeches, by way of prelude, told 
- her, that ſhe had been revolving Lord 
Belford's propoſals in her mind, and, as 
the welfare of her dear child was the 
thing neareſt to her heart, viewing them 
in all poſſible lights, and upon weigh- 
ing the advantages which muſt ariſe to 
her from accepting them, in oppoſition 
to the objections that might be made to 
them, ſhe found the latter light and 
trifling, in compariſon of the former; 
and that, after the moſt mature conſi- 
deration, ſhe would by all means adviſe 
her to accept the honour he intended 
her; which, ſhe ſaid, was as great as 
any young woman, be her accompliſh- 
ments and fortune what they would, 
could reaſonably afpire to, and what 
many 4 "_—_ 8 the very firſt quality 
would 
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nods think herſelf happy in obtain- 
ing. 

Juliana heard all ſhe had to 105 with 
patience and reſpect, but when ſhe had 
done ſpeaking, begged, in the moſt ſe- 
rious manner, that ſhe would not any 
more give her the pain of rejecting the 
advice ſhe thought proper to offer her. 
Were I (ſaid ſhe) poor and dependent, 
I would not relieve myſelf out of cir- 
cumſtances ſo unpleaſant by a merce- 
nary marriage; much leſs will I be 
guilty of ſuch an unjuſtifiable piece of 
folly, now that I am opulent, and ac- 
countable for my actions. Do not be 
too ſecure! (interrupted Lady Maitland.) 
Every condition 1s liable to change. I 
adviſe you, as a real friend, to accept 
Lord Belford's offers, and ſecure to 
yourſelf the immenſe advantages they 
will afford you. When you are his 
wife, and not before, you may with 

certainty 
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certainty talk of 3 and een 
Ander T < 
If I may not call myſelf EY wah; in- 


een (anſwered our heroine,) who 


ſhall pretend to be ſo? Then you in- 


tend to marry Sir George Maitland ? 


(ſaid her Lady ſnip.) I am by no means 


reſolved to marry any body, (replied 


Juliana, ) but of the two, Iwould rather 


give my hand to Lord Belford than Sir 


George. There] then you loſe half 
your boaſted fortune at once! (cried 
Lady Maitland.) However, I am glad 
vou have no particular attachment to 


him, becauſe I know he has none for 


you, his affections having long been 


fixed upon Miſs Mordant. Upon Miſs 
Mordant ! (exclaimed Juliana.) Yes, 


(anſwered her Ladyſhip,) upon Miſs 


Mordant! Had his fortune been large 
enough to have obtained her father's 
conſent, it would have been a match 


long Unce ; but 1 yay, 1t has been 
| agreed 
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agreed upon between the lovers, that 


he ſhould treat you with all poſſible 


neglect, in order to force you to refuſe 
him; the moment you have done which, 
the half of your fortune becoming his, 
it will be a match immediately. | 

I wonder, (ſaid Juliana, after a mo- 
ment's pauſe) that, engaged as you ſay 
the affections of Miſs Mordant ate to 
Sir George Maitland, ſhe ſhould ſtill be 


ſo very fond of admiration. Not at all, 


(anſwered Lady Maitland;) nothing 


can be more uncertain than her mar- 


riage with Sir George, for, ſhould you 
reſolve not to refuſe him, he muſt be- 
come your huſband, or forfeit all in- 
tereſt in your fortune, either of which 
would equally , deſtroy her hope; it 
would therefore be very wrong in 
her to loſe any other chance for ſet- 
tling to advantage. Juliana ſmiled, 
and ſaid, ſhe congratulated her upon 


pouring ſuch very W affec- 


5 tions. 


1 N . 4 25 99. ——— — —— —̃— —— — 2 . — = ——— 
n wa 1 4 — 1 = 
ee 3 " waa 1, 2 WAG a 

— — — — 4 —— — — — 2 — pj ae — = 
— — n — —— — — — — K — 4 0998. al not * 
— — — N — — p ——— 


e 7” -< 
js * 
——— — 2 
— 
— 2 


2 
K 
——— 


E 


TY 
rere 


_ EIS 
Oy goons roo 


. * 
— X .—y— 
2 „ 


D . 
% San — , $4.4 "0: | wx, * 


— 
— 


— 4 — — — . 
— — — — ma ens — "I - 
* — „ * — 50h * PR — 8 0 —_— — 

r _ «2c , 5 "w " ** 28 * * 4 . | 4 "0 

. 4 * — 22 we. 1 — N Yigg eee e 2 , 2 FORE — 


46 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


tions. They are ſuch affections as 
every young woman of faſhion ſhould 
poſſeſs, (anſwered her Ladyſhip;) love, 
and ſuch kind of romantic ſtuff, js only 
fit for untaught country girls. Then, 


as I am quite a country girl, (anſwered 


our heroine,) and untaught in ſuch 
kind of doctrine,” I muſt here declare, 
that I will never beſtow my hand upon 


any man, 'till I can give my whole 


heart with it; and till I meet with one, 


who, according to my notions of wor- 


thineſs, deſerves both, 1 will live ſingle. 
Sir George Maitland is by no means 
that man; and I ſhall be obliged to 
your Ladyſhip if youwill inform Miſs 
Mordant, that, ſo far as her future for- 
tune depends upon me, it is perfectly 


ſecure, and that the moment I come of 


age, I ſhall be ready to give her lover 


his refuſal, whenever it is agreeable to 


him to aſk it. As for Lord Belford, 
give me leave to ſay, once for all, that, 
25 | were 
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were he a prince, and ready to ſettle 
whole provinces upon _ 1 would re- 
fuſe him, as I do now. © | 
A degree of anger and ill-temper, 

which Juliana e never before ob- 
ſerved, ſparkled in the eyes of Lady 
Maitland. She roſe, and, with a voice 
full of reſentment, told our heroine, 
that ſne might one day repent her folly. 
When that day arrives, (continued ſhe, 
with a look of malicious triumph,) re- 
member that I warned you of it; and 
I once more repeat my advice, if you 
are wiſe, and conſult your own: advan- 
tage, marry Lord Belford. Saying 
which words, ſhe quitted the room 
with an air very different to that which 
Juliana had been accuſtomed to from 
her. 

For ſome moments our heroine ſtood 
in ſilent amazement, unable to account 

for ſo unexpected a change; till recol- 
lecting the meanneſs of her mother's 

9 di.ſpo- 
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diſpoſition, and the neceſſitous ſtate to 
which her extravagance reduced her, 
ſhe made no doubt, but that Lord Bel- 
ford had offered ſome conſiderable pre- 
ſent, in caſe ſhe could influence her in 
his favor. Satisfied with this probable 
ſolution of her Ladyſhip's ſtrange con- 
duct, ſhe retired to reſt; but ſome 
hours were ſpent in reflections, partly 
- pleaſing, and partly painful, before 
| fleep viſited her pillow. In both of 
theſe, Henry Maitland had a ſhare. 
Sometimes ſhe withed his return, ſome- 
times ſeared it ; ſometimes her imagi- 
nation was brightened with every cir- | 
cumſtance of happineſs, ſometimes 
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| gloomed by apprehended diſappoint- MW 
| | ment, and her heart almoſt ſunk in de- 
if jection. At length, nature's ſoft re- 
i il | ſtorer, balmy ſleep, deigned to weigh | 
©  hereye-lids down, and n her ſenſes il © 
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FParly the following morning, our 
| heroine aroſe, and repaired to her fa- 
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vorite place of rendezvous, the bathing- 
houſe... She found Lady Frances al- 


ready there, who kiſſing her cheek with 
maternal tenderneſs, told her ſhe had 


been thinking of her almoſt the whole 
laſt night. - Juliana aſked, upon what 
account ſhe had been happy enough to 
occupy ſo much of her thought? My 


deareſt young friend, (anſwered Lady 


Frances, ) your excellencies render you 


extremely dear to me; but there is 


another who is, I fear, too ſenſible of 
thoſe excellencies, for whoſe ſake, if 1 


cannot influence your affections a little 
in his favor, I could almoſt wiſh you 


leſs perfect. I need not tell you, that 
the perſon I mean is Sir Charles 
Haſtings. - You. cannot: be a ſtranger 
to the love he bears you. You are the 
only woman who could ever fix his 
Vow BE on Dl L 
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5 Aiana,) why will you aſk what I have 
not the power to grant? To be your 


Have you not ſaid, my countenance 


ſucceſsful} How happy, how reſpect- 
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Aerious affections. Cannot you afford 
us ſome little hope? | 


Ahl my deareſt madam, Gen ju- 


relation, to he conſidered by you as a 
daughter, would indeed be happineſs, 
could I give up could I diveſt my 
heart What ſhall I ſay, my dear Lady 
Frances? Tou perfectly underſtand me. 


was not deſigned to keep ſecrets? I do 
underſtand you, my lovely girl, (an- 
ſwered Lady Frances, ) nor from this 
hour will I ever importune you upon a | 
ſubject which 1 ſee: diſtrefles you. Sir 
Charles muſt. endeavour to conquer a 
hopeleſs paſſion, which can only be in- 
dulged at the expence of his future 
peace. Oh, that it could have been 


able, how worthy, would the remain- 
Aer of his life have been! But all hope 
| | of 


* 


* 
. 


of 
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of that is now over; he will never meet 


a ſecond Juliana Maitland ! She ſpoke 
theſe words with great emotion, and 


ſcarce had pronounced them, when an 


inner door opened, and, with a look of 


extreme ae the Baronet” ap- 
| peared. 


Juliana inftin&tively aroſe as Sir 


Charles entered; the blood crimſoned 


her cheek, and the | ſincerely wiſhed 
herſelf at a diſtance from the ſpot upon 


which ſhe then ſtood. | He approached 


her with a tender melancholy reſpect, 
and gently taking one of her hands, 
can Miſs Maitland (ſaid he) forgive 
the preſumption I have been guilty of? 


could not behold” happineſs in view, 
and not ftrive to attain it. In many 


tions, but never, till I beheld you, did 


I find them united in one. U nworthy 
as I am of ſuch a treaſure, it cannot be 


thought ſtrange that I ſhould wiſh to 
POR SS * Q 
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make it my own. But you are too 
good to add your anger to my diſap- 
pointment; and though, the happineſs 
of your love is reſerved for another, 
may I not aſpire to ſome degree of your 
friendſhip : ? For Lady Frances's ſake, 
for—Your own fake, (interrupted our 
heroine, recovered from her confuſion,) 
I ſhall gladly grant to your merits that 
eſteem they ſo juſtly demand, More 
than friendſhip is not in my power to 
give; but of that, if. | , worthy his ac- 
ceprance, Sir Charles. Haſtings may 
always be aſſured, —Ah ! lovelieſt, of 
women, (exclaimed the Baronet, preſ- | 
ſing her hand to his lips in a rapture 
rather warmer than modern fi r1endſhip 
would authorize,) do not increaſc my. 
regrets by your condeſcending. kind- 
neſs! Happy ! happy Maitland! © _. 
T When I promiled you my friendſhip, 
(faid Juliana, gravely,) I meant it ſhovld 
be upon, condition chat you ſolicit no 
more. 
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more. 1 will ſolicit no more, (anſwered 
che Baronet, in much agitation,) I will 
not diſturb your happineſs by my com- 
plaints. From this moment do I ceaſe 
to hope; and perhaps, in time, my 
wiſhes may be governed by reaſon, and 
become obedient to your's. In the 
mean time, and to the end of my life, 
the ſweet friendſhip you offer me ſhall 
be my ſolace and conſolation. Ireceive 
it, charming Miſs Maitland, as a rich 
gift; nor will I forfeir a poſſeſſion ſo 
valuable, by vainly ſtriving to gain 
what is unattainable. ö 
- You now ſpeak and act like Fourfa; 
| (faid Lady Frances, addreſſing her ne- 
phew.) In the weak tranſports of laſt 
moht, 1 had almoſt loſt you; but you 
are now again maſter of that reaſon 
which was beſtowed upon us for the re- 
gulation of our paſſions, and in the per- 
verſion or loſs of which man is the moſt 
bad - oo; wt worthleſs, 
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be a happy, I may at leaſt become a 
patient man. So ſaying, he quitted the 


| "ny __ me as s the cauſe of uneali- 
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worthleſs, inconſiſtent, and miſerable of 


25 bud, my dear and, et 


Sir Charles,) that I ſhall in time be able 
to ſubſcribe to this rational creed. At 


preſent, though ſomewhat cooler than 
laſt night, I am ſcarce equal to the taſk. 
The code of wiſdom is eaſily learnt, 


but its laws are practiſed with pain and 


difficulty, That practice ſhall however 
be my ſtudy ; and though I may never 


room, with a look too diſordered to 
afford him any prefent pretenſions to the 
epithet he profeſſed to defire. 
The tears which fell from the eyes of 
Lady Frances, ſtrongly affected our he- 


roine. She was ſilent for a moment; 


then riſing, and approaching her with a 
kind of fearful tenderneſs, You will 
love me no longer! (ſaid ſhe,) You will 


neſs - 
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neſs to one fo dear to you. No, my 
beloved Juliana, (replied her Ladyſhip,) 
if I did not ſincerely love you—if I did 
not think you the moſt amiable and de- 
| ſerving of women, 1 ſhould be leſs - 
grieved and diſappointed, ' The very 
firſt time I had the pleaſure of being in 
your company, I formed a with, which 
has grown more and more ſtrong as my 
knowledge of your merits increaſed. 
My partiality to my nephew induced me 
to hope, that he might appear to you as 
agreeable as, I ſoon found, you were to 
him; and, notwithſtanding the intima- 
tion you gave me of a pre- engagement 
of affections, I ſtill flattered myſelf that 
it might be poſſible. It is the relin- 
quiſhment of theſe ill-founded pleaſing 
hopes which has forced from me thoſe 
external appearances of concern by 
which your good- nature is affected. I 
beg your pardon, my love, for ſhowing 
ſuch an earneſt deſire for what is ſo re- 
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pugnant to your wiſhes! Believe me, 1 
would not inſure the happineſs of Sir 


Charles Haſtings at the expence of your 
peace; and that, ſhort as hath been our 
| knowledge of each other, I do not love 


him more than you. 1 
The converſation was of too intereſt- 


ing a nature to ſuffer. breakfaſt to be 


much attended to: it was removed al- 
moſt untaſted; and, after a promiſe of 
viſiting Lady Frances at the ſame place 
again the next morning, our heroine 
took her leave, and. returned, attended 
by one of her footmen, who always 
waited upon her home, her Ladyſhip 
not thinking it ſafe for her to walk 
through the park alone. Her reflexions, 

as ſhe paſſed along, were more unealy 
and diſſatisfactory than ſhe uſually ex- 
perienced. So far was ſhe from tri- 


umphing in the effect of her charms, 
that nothing could be more mortifying 


to her ſrabkiliey, than the thought. of. 
| E #8 diſturbing 
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dilturbing the peace of thoſe whom ſhe 
ſo much eſteemed. She was incapable 
of giving pain to any human creature, 
without partaking it with them; but, 

to diſtreſs thoſe whoſe merit and kind- 
neſs demanded her eſteem and gratitude, 
—to force tears from the eyes of Lady 
Frances Seward, was not to be thought 
upon without a pang of regret, more 
intereſting and afflictive to her heart 4 
than ordinary occaſions could excite. 
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Un besdibe et G. Lady 
Frances ſo much ſooner than 
PSY that, upen her return to Mor- 
dant-Place, ſhe found the family ſtill 
feated round the breakfaſt-table. Small 
as the company was, they were broken 
into ſeveral diviſions. Mrs. Mordant 
and Lord Belford were chatting in 
a general diſengaged manner. Lady 
Maitland and Miſs Mordant were in 
cloſe confabulation, ſpeaking with low 
voices, and turning their faces towards 
each other, ſo as to exclude the reſt of 
the company from partaking of their 
converſation. Albert was careleſsly 
looking over a Critical Review; and 
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Mr. Mordant __ a Political pam 
1 5 
No ſooner was Julians ſeated, than 
Lady Maitland turning towards her, 
faid, with much ill-humovr in her coun- 
tenance, I can't imagine, my dear, 
how you can think of going out every 
morning! Surely you know very little 
of good-· breeding, or believe us ex- 
tremely ignorant! I thought you came 
here to viſit Mrs. Mordant and me, not 
to ſpend half your time vith Lady 
Frances Seward! I did not apprehend 
(replied Juliana) that good- -breeding 
conſiſted in uſeleſs reſtraints, or that 
either Mrs. Mordant or your Ladyſhip 
would make any objection to my paſſing 
a few hours every day with a perſon ſo 
_ amiable and worthy as Lady Frances 
Seward. I hope (anſwered Mrs. Mor- 
dant) that Miſs Maitland will, in every 
reſpect, conſider herſelf as at home, 
during her ſtay here. You cannot won- 
D 6 _ der 


71 


r 
— — 
— — 

eee 


60 


— — = he 
oy "5 — - he Wo. 
—ñ ͤ—ü—ä — — — 5 , gh 3 F< 
— — GD. —ͤů —t-— — — Th — 
— ̃ A 7— . 
* 
% 


— — . 
oY EIS wa - 
4 — )- 1 » — 
JOU Pat I. 4 


= 3 
. — 
4 * 91 _ * A 
_ —— — a — * 
bo 
en Yeh 


HENRY AND ISABELLAs 


der (continued the, addrefling Juliana) 


that your mother ſhould wiſh for AS 
. much as poſſible of your company; but 


I am ſure ſhe is far from wiſhing to lay 
diſagreeable reſtraints upon you, or 
prevent the cultivation of an intimacy 
ſo pleaſant and unexceptionable. 80 
would wiſh her to act right, and like a 


reaſonable creature, (anſwered Lady 
Maitland.) I hate romance. Then 


(replied Lord Belford) your Ladyſhip 


and I differ entirely in our ſentiments : 


a little romance is quite neceſſary to the 


perfection of the female character; 


there is no dignity, no ſuperior excel-, 
lence without it. It is the extinction 
of it in you, that has introduced the 
modern cold infenſibility among us. 


When the women ceaſed to be ro- 


mantic, the men forgot to love. Oh! 
(cried Lady Maitland) this is a doc- 
trine that will exactly ſuit Juliana. 
But Lord Belford is the laſt from, 


whom 
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whom I ſhould have expected to Bear it 
( (aid Mrs. Mordant.) Why ſo, my dear 
madam ? (anſwered he.) Men oftener 


_ admire what they do not, than n 15 


they do practiſmme. 

He had ſcarce ſpoken thoſe weil; 
whe: a poſt-chaiſe drove up to the 
door; and while the company were con- 
jecturing who it ſhould. contain, our 
heroine ſlipped away to her dreſſing- 
room, where ſne amuſed herſelf with 
writing to her beloved friends at Furze- 
Hill, till ſne was interrupted by her 
maid, who reminded her, that it was 
time to dreſs; which taſk being per- 
formed, ſhe recollected that as Lady 
Maitland, though merely out of ill- 
temper, had complained of her frequent 
and lang ablences, it would appear like 
an entire diſregard, of her, if ſhe paſſed 
the whole morning alone. At firſt ſhe 
thought of going to her apartment, and 
luting with her while ſhe dreſſed; but 


tearing 
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to be again teazed about Lord Bel ford, 
ſhe reſolved to go into the little draw- 
ing room, where the family uſually aſ- 
ſembled before dinner, and wait a 
ſome of them came down. $148) 

Upon opening the door, ſhe faw a 
gentleman ſtanding at one of the win - 
dows, in a half. reclining attitude, with 
a book in his hand. Seeing that he 
did not obſerve her, ſhe was about to 
have cloſed the door, and return; but 
juſt as ſhe was ſtepping back, he turned 
towards her, and, to her extreme ſur- 
prize, preſented the countenance of 
Henry Maitland. . Juliana ſtarted, the 
blood ruſhed into her face, and ſhe was 
unable to advance or retreat, Nor 
was his cheek lefs erimſoned; though 
n was eaſy to perceive that he had 
been prepared for the ſight of her, by 
having been informed that ſhe was in 

gh houſe, 


| Keds 
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Recovering from the confuſion, | 

which the moment before he appeared 
to have- been in, he approached our 
heroine with a ſmile of gaiety, and 
taking her hand, How happy I am 
(faid he) in the pleaſure of ſeeing my 
| dear couſin, ſo many days before 1 
expected it! How long have you been 
at Mordant-Place ? and when did 'you 
hear from our friends at Furze-Hill? I 
had yeſterday; the pleaſure (faid Ju- 
liana) of hearing, that Mrs. Maitland 
and Mary were well. And Sir George, 
(returned Henry,) was not he included 
in the liſt of health? I did not hear 


that he was ſick, (anſwered Juliana, 


colouring from a conſciouſnefs of 
Henry's belief, that an engagement of 
intereſts, if not of affections, ſubfiſted 
between herfelf and his brother ;) but 1 
ſuppoſe you will foon certify yourſelf of 
all theſe particulars. I ſhall probably 
be at home in three days, (anſwered 
Henry.) 
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Henry.) It has been a conſtant cuſtom 
with me to 1 pend Pl -couple of. days at 


Mordant-Place, both in my going and 
returning to and from Oxford. I ſhall 
not now exceed that number; but 
; Mrs. Mordant tells 'me you mean to 

continue here during the greateſt part 
of the ſummer. - Probably I ſhall, 
(anſwered. Juliana, a; deeper crimſon. 
glowing upon her cheek.) I find you 


are going to the races, (continued 
he). and that Lord Belford and Sir 


Charles Haſtings are to be your eſcort. 
I. believe it is fo. intended, (anſwered 
ſhe, coldly.) | It the weather continues 
to be ſo fine as it has been for ſume 
time paſt, (proceeded he,) your little 


jaunt will be extremely delightful. I 
think it is admirably well planned, 
and, in ſo agreeable a party, cannot 
fail to afford you great pleaſure. 

Upon my word, (replied Juliana, a 


little diſdainfully,) you have gained a 
EE... 1 great 
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great deal of information fince your 
arrival! Conſidering the ſhortneſs of 
the time, you have picked up a num» 
ber of very intereſting + particulars: 
Henry was about to reply, when the 
door opening, Miſs Mordant entered; 
together with Sir Harry Windſor and 
his ſiſter, a fine ſhowy woman of about 
eight and twenty, who had enjoyed the 
benefit of a town education, and ac- 
quired all thoſe accompliſhments which 
are expected from it. Theſe, however,; 
ſhe had nearly forgotten, or laid aſide. 
Her harpſichord ſhe never touched; 
ſhe had diſuſed herſelf from drawing; 
was too idle to dance, and had entirely 
| loſt her Italian; a tolerable knowledge 
of the French language, . which ſhe had 
every day occaſion to practiſe, was all 
ſhe retained; but ſhe was, what is 
filed, very much the woman of faſhion; 
had ſeen a great deal of the world, that 
15, had for the laſt ten years frequented 
3 IR all 
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all the publick places both of tend | 
and Paris, dreſſed in the court ſtyle, 3 
Was. acquainted with the neweſt topics 
of converſation, a great deal of polite 
private hiſtory, and the particulars of 
all that paſſed in the world of gallantry | 
and intrigue. She. had long been, 
what Sir Charles Haſtings flyled, a 
huſband- hunter; but, though the chace 
had been followed with conſiderable 
ardor and perfeverance, no deer, fat 
enough for her purpoſe, had yet fallen 

a prey to her machinations and activity; 
or, to ſpeak without a figure, ſne had 
never been lucky enough to meet with 
an opportunity of marrying in ſuch a. 
manner as would enable her to live in 
a certain ſtyle, among a certain claſs. 
She had not, however, given up the 
hope, or purſuit; every man of fortune 
and faſhion was a mark at which ſhe 
aimed the arrows with which Cupid: 
had armed her eyes: but her debgn 
Lg Was 
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%, coo openly diſplayed, nor did the 


take pains enough to conceal her ſenti- 


ments, with regard to what ſhe eſteem- 
| ed the. proper inducements to matri- 


mony; ſo that they, who at firſt ſight 
were pleaſed with her perſon, had 


| warning, from her undiſguiſed levity, 


to place the ſhield of prudence before 
their hearts, ere ſhe had compleated her 
conqueſt. Her general place of refi- 
dence was with her mother at Bath, 
where ſhe was admitted unto the firſt 


parties, and where her face was as well 


known as that of the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies ; but ſhe often viſited her 


brother in the country, and ſpent a part 
of every winter at his houſe in town. 
Sir Harry, who was a weak well-mean- 


ing man, was extremely fond of, and 
entirely governed by her, ſhe having 
juſt the degree of underſtanding and 


manners which are beſt calculated to 


manage a fool. | 
"Dr > 
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- "The entrance of this little party 
relieved Juliana from the diſagreeable | 
neceſſity of keeping up a common- place 
converſation with a perſon who was not 
indifferent to her, and | whoſe under. 

ſtanding was, ſhe knew, too good to 
be really intereſted about ſuch trifles. 
Miſs Windſor, having ſeen her once or 
twice at Mr. Mordant's houſe in town, | 
Nightly acknowledged a remembrance 
of our: hetoine, by a diſtant courteſy, 
and a 'half-pronounced “e hope you 
ce are well, ma' am!“ for ſhe was no 
very warm admirer of the young and 
beautiful of her own ſex; indeed, one 
of her greateſt pleaſures was to inſult 
and mortify them, as often as it lay in 
her power, and Juliana's large fortune, 
added to the above- named objection- 
able qualities, rendered her an object 
of peculiar envy and averſion. She 
then turned to Henry, and, with the 
moſt gracious ſmile, declared her plea- 

5 ſure 
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hive” in ſeeing him ſo unexpectedly; 


congratulated him upon his manumiſ- 
ſion from the reſtraints of a college, 


and added, „ I hope you will now 
become what nature deſigned you for, 


cone of us.“ A very lively converſa- 
tion then took place between them, 


upon the ſubje& of his becoming her 


pupil, during which Miſs Mordant 
whiſpered Juliana, that it was ſtrongly 
ſuſpected that. Miſs Windſor was,” in 
her heart, very partial to Mr. Mait- 


land; and it was thought, would have 


no object ion to giving up the world, of 


8 which ſnhe had: long been ſo fond, and 


becoming a country parſon's wife. 

It was not till now, that Juliana 
obſerved Henry's change of dreſs, and 
from it, perceived that he had taken 
orders. Such a proof of his having 


| entirely, given up, if, indeed, he ever 


had entertained any ſerious thoughts of 
her, fenlibly aflecice her ; and more 


""—_ 
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ſenſibly, as ſhe felt that the taſk of diſ. 

engaging her affections, the object of 
them continuing ſo amiable and pleaſ. 
- ing, would: be no eaſy one, With a 
half heſitation, ſhe aſked Miſs Mor- 


dant, whether it was believed that Mr, 


Maitland returned the Lady's regard? | 
Oh! certainly, (replied Miſs Mordant,) | 
there can be little doubt of that. Do 
you. conſider what an amazing advan. | 
tage it will be to him? Every body | 
thinks, that Sir Harry will never 
marry, ſo that at his death, all his for- 
tune will be her's. Beſides ſhe has ten 
thouſand pounds at her own: diſpoſal, 
has great expectations from her mother, | 

and there is no doubt but her brother 
will at preſent do ſomething very hand- 
ſome for her. I ſhould not wonder if 
he was at leaſt to double her preſent 
income; for he is extremely fond of 


her, and has no near relations. 
45 phe, By: — 
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While ſhe was ſpeaking, Lady Mait- 


land, Mrs. Mordant, Lord Belford and 


Albert entered. Mutual compliments 
being exchanged, Lord Belford ap- 
proached our | heroine, and began a 


| converſation upon indifferent ſubjects, 


which ſhe was glad to enter into, as a 
relief to her ſpirits, and a means of di- 
verting her attention from mortifying 
and painful ideas; but ſhe was unable 
to diſengage her thoughts, or anſwer 


him with her uſual eaſe and good ſenſe. . 
Her words were confuſed, and though 


her eyes were abſolutely forbidden to 


wander towards a quarter of the room 
where Miſs Windfor fat talking with 


great earneſtneſs to Mr. Maitland, and 
playing off a thouſand affected coquetiſn 
airs, yet could ſhe not help liſtening to 


what paſſed there, though, as the lady 


choſe ſometimes to ſpeak fo low as not 


to be heard with any diſtinctneſs, ſhe 
could but ill gratify her deſire of know- 
EE. . 
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ing the ſubject of their converſation. 
It was at length interrupted by the an- 
nouncement 'of dinner, during which 
nothing paſſed but that kind of chat 
which is uſually heard won ſuch OCCa- 
ſions. TIED 8 3; | 
When the company were e 
into the drawing- room, Miſs Windſor, 
who had been informed by Miſs Mor- 
dant that Lord Belford paid his ad- 
dreſſes to juliana, took particular pains to 
engage him in converſation. She talked 
about Bath, London, Paris, the Abbey, 
the Opera- houſe; gave her opinion of 
the beſt dancers; preferred Rubinelle to 
Mara; and ran through the whole liſt of 
polite public amuſement: Then ſliding 
into private hiſtories of and 
Lady ——, and Colonel "TR and 
Mrs. D——, one anecdote followed 
another in ſuch quick ſucceſſion, that 
the poor Peer, whoſe politeneſs wovld 
not ſuffer him to quit her in the middle 
5 of 
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of one of theſe voluble details, was 


„ T0 


obliged to ſubmit to the penance of 
hearing with patience, and the lady had 
the extreme pleaſure of believing that 
ſhe tormented Juliana, by detaching 
from her an admirer of ſo much conſe- 
quence ; for ſhe had no conception that 
it was poſſible for a mere private gen- 


tlewoman to reje& the dignity of a 
W Counteſs, eſpecially when ſuch a vaſt 
fortune as Lord Belford poſſeſſed was 


annexed to it. She was at length inter- 
rupted by Lady Maitland, who told her 


ſhe had a deſign upon her and her bro- 


ther, and then related the plan that had 
been laid down for a three days tour, 
previous to their going to Stanton, and 


concluded with ſaying, ſhe was ſure the 


whole party would rejoice, if ſhe and 
Sir Harry would join them. She had 
no ſooner done ſpeaking, than Miſs 
Windſor, who had wiſhed for ſome ex- 
cuſe to get her brother from Juliana, to 

Vor, III, a 3 whom 
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whom he was talking, called out, 
Harry, come here! I want ye. The, | 
Baronet, who never refuſed any requeſt 
of her's, immediately aroſe, and walk- 
ing acroſs the room, aſked what ſhe 
wanted. Sit down here, ſaid ſhe, point- 
ing to a chair that was placed near, and 
Juſt now T'11 tell you what you muſt do. 
She then repeated what Lady Maitland 
had told her, adding, I think, Harry, 
I ſhould like to go. With all my heart, 
(replied. her brother,) I have not the 
leaſt objection. Lay down your own. | 
plan, and it ſhall be my buſineſs to aſſiſt 
in the execution. There's a complaiſant 
brother! (cried Lady Maitland.) What 
an excellent huſband would you make, 
Sir Harry! It is really a thouſand pities 
that you ſhould remain a bachelor. 
The Baronet bowed. Poor Lady Mait- 
land was unlucky in her compliments: 

- ſhe ſeldom got more than a bow in re- 
turn for them. | 
* In 
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In the mean time, Albert, ſeeing Sir 
Harry Windſor leave Juliana, took his 
ſeat, and ſhrugg ing up his ſhoulders, 


exclaimed in a low voice, I wonder 
any woman alive ſhould ever rear a 


daughter! Are you not aſhamed, Miſs 
Maitland, to run away with all your 


mother's admirers? Have you no com- 


paſſion ? Don't you conſider that the 


loſs of a lover, after five-and-twenty, 1s 


a ſerious thing? Here is Sir Harry 


Windſor, an old tried veteran, on whom 


we thought we could depend; even he 
deſerts; he has eyes for a younger, fairer. 


begin to think, indeed, that there is 
no faith in man. Were not J a bright 
example of dove- like conſtancy, the 
cauſe would be quite paſt defending. 

During the whole of this time, Henry 


had been lolling over the back of a 


ſofa, upon which Mrs. and Miſs Mor- 


dant fat, The ladies appeared to be 


n with their uſual gaiety; but 
E * Henry 
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Henry wore in his countenance an in- 


tereſted earneſtneſs. He had, during 
dinner, avoided even to look at Juliana. 
His converſation was chiefly addreſſed 
either to Mr. or Mrs. Mordant, and he 
appeared to withdraw himſelf, as much 
as poſſible, from general ſociety, When 
ſhe ſpoke, he would addreſs ſomething 


to Mr. Mordant, by whom he fat, 


ſeeming unwilling that even the ſound 
of her voice ſhould reach him. How 
different was this from the conduct ſhe 
had been accuſtomed to from him ? 


There was a time when, if his eyes 


chanced to meet her's, they would 
ſoften into ſenſibility, or ſparkle with 
pleaſure ; when he liſtened to every 
word ſhe ſpoke with charmed attention, 
and watched every look, in 'order to 
anticipate her wiſhes, It was in vain 


that Albert exerted all his humour to 


divert her: if ſhe ſmiled, it was with 
an unmeaning look, which declared 
that 
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that ſhe had not attended to what he 
ſaid. Her every idea was engroſſed by 
the ſtrange change which ſhe had reafon 
to believe had takety. place in Henry's 
ſentiments and affections. E inding her- 
ſelf; exceedingly incommoded, and al- 
moſt put out of temper, by Albert's 
raillery, who in his uſual way began to 
teaze her about her liſt of ſlaves, pro- 
teſting that he was the only man wo 
could ſee her, and preſerve his freedom, 
dhe took the firſt opportunity of ſlipping 


out of the room, and retiring to her 
| WH own, where ſhe could, without inter- 
] ruption, give way to the tide of various 
7 reflexion which poured in upon her. 


; It was not now that luxury of tender 
) thought with which ſhe was ſometimes 
1 MW wont to indulge her moments of ſoli- 
0 tude, but painful anxiety, rendered till. 
more painful by a kind of uneaſy ſelf- 
d diſapprobation, which mixed itſelf with 
£ the remembrance of her paſt conduct. 

3 T2 nn 
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She blamed herſelf for having ſut- 
fered an attachment to any particular 
perſon to gain ſuch an improper aſcen- 
dency over her heart, before ſhe was, 
at leaſt from his own declaration, aſ- 
ſured that it was mutual; for having 

* entruſted even Mrs. Maitland and Mary 
Vith her ſecret ſentiments; how ſhould 
ſhe be able to appear before them ? 
Should ſhe affe& indifference, and ac- 
quire, in their opinions, the character 
of lightneſs and inſincerity? or, ſhould | 
ſhe openly acknowledge to them the 
diſappointment ſhe had met with, and 
ſubmit to become an object of pity ? 
How, too, ſhould ſhe behave towards 
the author of her difficulties ? Should 
ſhe ſtrive to aſſume the ſiſterly eaſe and 
freedom with which ſhe was uſed to i 
treat him, or muſt ſhe, by a reſerved 
diſtant behaviour, ſhow him, and all 
the world, how much ſhe was hurt at 


his ? Tortured by theſe various re- 
flexions, 
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flexions, ſhe reſolved, and re-reſolved : 4 
Ir at length, ſummoning to her aid that 1 
hy reſolution with which nature has fur- [ 
„niſhed every reaſonable creature, though 4 
ti is fo ſeldom, upon proper occaſions, ö 
1 called forth, ſhe determined in earneſt 5 
, to attempt a complete conqueſt over i 
q her unreturned affections, not to ſtudy. 

) what would beſt deceive her friends > 


_ and the world; but to become in re- 
ality what ſhe wiſhed them to think 
bers: 2: 

She was ſenſible that her affection 
for Henry had increaſed with the be- 
lief that ſhe was the object of his, and 
having now diſcovered her error, ſhe 
hoped, by a proper exertion of her 
reaſon, and the "aſſiſtance of female 
pride, to correct it, and prevent the 
wretched conſequences of yielding to 
the enervating power of uſeleſs regret 
and hopeleſs ſorrow. Eee” 


E 4 Naturally 
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Naturally warm in her hopes, and 
ardent in the purſuit of an approved | 
object, ſhe determined to go down, and 
make the firſt eſſay of her returning 
ſtrength of mind. She deſcended ac- 
cordingly, and juſt as ſhe came to the 
foot of the ſtairs, met her maid, who 
faid ſhe was coming to requeſt that ſhe 
would pleaſe to walk down, there being 
a lady in the drawing-room who parti- 
cularly wiſhed to ſee her. Upon en- 
tering, Lady Maitland preſented to her 
a tall, plain, ſhowy dreſſed, affected 
woman, ſaying, My dear, this is Mrs, 
Martin. You know the great eſteem 
1 have for her, and will, I hope, receive 
her as a particular friend. 

Ah! what a charming creature! (ex- 
claimed Mrs. Martin.) When an infant, 
I pronounced that ſhe would be a per- 
fe& beauty. Many a half-hour have I 
nurſed her. Yes, Juliana, (ſaid Lady 
Maitland,) you are, I aſſure you, under 

very 
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very particular obligations to Mrs. Mar- 


tin, the nature of which 1 may one day 


or other explain to you. 
Our heroine received the ſtranger 
with politeneſs; more ſhe felt no dif 


poſition to treat her with. She remem- 
bered that, in the mortify ing hiſtory of 
her mother's follies, which had been 


related to her, Miſs Henly had been a 


more than ſuſpected abettor of them all; 


and ſhe had often heard Mrs. Maitland 


mention her as a character wholly unfit 


and unqualified for the tare and educa- 


tion of youth, and attributing many of 


Lady Maitland's deficiencies and in- 


conſiſtencies to the bad method in which 


ſhe had been brought up under ſo im- 
proper a governeſs. 


On theſe accounts, as well as the af- 
fected unpleaſing appearance ſne made, 
Juliana felt little inclination to return 
her careſſes with more than common 
civility; but, on the contrary, Mrs. 

5 Mlartin 
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Martin appeared quite charmed with 
her, often repeating that her improve- 
ments were even beyond her warmeſt 
hopes, and that ſhe had not felt ſo 
much pleaſure for a long tune, as ſhe 

now enjoyed in that of ſeeing her. 
When tea was removed, Lady Mait- 
land and her old favorite walked into 
the park, where they had a long tete a 
téte; and the reſt of the company, 
after ſitting a little while, agreed to 
follow their example. Miſs Windſor 
had, in her own opinion, enjoyed a 
complete triumph, having attributed 
all Juliana's too viſible dejection of 
ſpirits to her chagrin at having Lord 
Belford and Sir Harry kept from her. 
She was not, however, ſatisſied, for 
ſeeing that Henry had offered his arm 
to Mrs. Mordant, and fearing that the 
Peer ſhould pay the ſame compliment 
to Juliana, by whole fide he was walk- 
ing, ſhe carclelsly came on the other, 
and 
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ind ſuddenly precending 0 tumble, 
catched hold of his arm by way of 


ſaving herſelf. She then affected to 


limp, faying, ſhe had turned her ancle; 
upon which his Lordſhip, whofe arm 


ſhe ſtill held, could not avoid deſiring 
her to accept his affiſtance, and offer- 
ing to return back with her, if ſhe 


found walking painful. She readily 


accepted the firſt part of his propoſal ; 
but ſaid, ſhe ſhould entirely recover, 
when ſhe had walked a few yards. 
Then turning towards her brother, who 
was a little behind, ſhe called out, 


Harry, why don't you offer Miſs Mor- 


dant your arm? The Baronet imme- 
diately obeyed, and the young lady 


accepting the civility, our heroine was 
left to walk alone, . not being of 


the party. 


Lord Belford, obſerving this, in- 
ſtantly requeſted that ſhe would render 


his felicity complete, 'by Teceiving the 
Y ES aſſiſtance 


- 
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aſſiſtance his diſengaged arm could 
afford her. But feeling a ſtrong reluc- 
tance to doing any thing that might.in 


the lighteſt manner encourage his 


hopes, and perſuaded that her reſolu- 
tion was equal to the effort, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, that ſhe would by no means en- 
cumber his Lordſhip ſo unmercifully; 
but added, with a ſmile, ſince I am 
leſt in ſo forlorn a ſtate, I will claim 
protection where I have a natural right 
to expect it. So ſaying, with that air 
of eaſy confidential friendſhip to be ex- 
pected between two perſons who had 
ſpent their infancy together, ſhe walked 
towards Henry, and laid her hand upon 
his ſleeve. 

At that inſtant, the reſolution of 
both appeared to forſake them. Gently 
taking hold of her hand, to draw it 
under his arm, he felt it tremble; the 
emotion was contagious, Henry's trem- 
bled too. And will you condeſcend to 

. bept 
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accept my protection ?. (ſaid he, with 


a ſoftened accent.) She raiſed her eyes 


to his; they were full of ſoftneſs ; his 
ſparkled with tranſport. - A glowing 


vermillion painted her cheek ; ſhe caſt 
her fine eyes to the. ground, and re- 
mained filent. 


This ſhort, but expreſſive 1 2 80 did 


nes unobſerved by Mrs. Mordant. 


For reaſons, which my reader will eaſily 
gueſs, ſhe wiſhed to ſee Juliana attach- 


ed to any body, Sir George Maitland 
excepted : ſhe had been rather ſurpriſed, 


by her extreme coldneſs to Sir Charles 


Haſtings, and her perfect inſenſibility 
to the great offers made her by Lord 
Belford, and began to fear that ſhe had 
reſolved to act according to her father's 
wiſh, and, notwithſtanding the indiffe- 
rence with Which he had treated her, 
marry the perſon fixed upon for her 
huſband by him. It was therefore 
very agreeable to ber to ſee even the 


dawn 
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dawn of a preference given by her to 


any other, as the hoped it would re- 


move every objection to her daughter's 


marriage with Sir George. She per- 
ceived that her preſence alone prevented 
their explaining to each other the ſenti- 


ments which their eyes had already 
pretty clearly declared; and, reſolving 
not to throw any obſtacle in the wa of 
what ſhe ſo earneſtly defired, pretended 
to have forgotten ſomething ſhe had to 
ſay to Miſs Mordant, and turned back 
to meet her and Sir Harry Windſor, 


who were not _ Jp behind 


| them. 


It hath often, and juilicioatly; been 


obſerved, that the converſations of true 


lovers, like the familiar letters of par- 
ticular friends, though extremely inte- 
reſting and delightful to thoſe to whom 


they are addreſſed, will in general be 
flat and unentertaining to a perſon who 
is not more than ordinarily concerned 


3 


in 
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in the matter they contain, We will 


not, therefore, tire our readers with a 
minute account of what paſſed upon 


this occaſion, between our heroine and 


ber happy Henry. Let it ſuffice to 


ſay, that it ended in an explicit decla- 


ration of love on his ſide, and all the 
encouragement on her's, that was con- 


ſiſtent with the trueſt female delicacy, 


guided by honour, ſincerity and affec- 
tion. He acknowledged that he had 
ſtruggled hard to overcome a paſſion 
which, from the firſt moment it took 
poſſeſſion of his heart, he had conſider- 


ed as hopeleſs; that he was returning 


home, fully perſuaded that the taſk was 
8 performed ; and that he ſhould be able 


to meet her only with the efteem of a 


friend, and the tenderneſs of a brother. 
But the moment he was informed, 


upon his arrival at Mordant-Place, that 
ſhe was in the houſe, all his lover-like 


reſolution forſook him, and he felt that, 
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in ſpite of the efforts he had made, 


his heart was weak as ever. Yet, 
aſhamed entirely to give up what had 
coſt him ſo dear, he determined to pre. 
- ſerve at leaſt the appearance of indiffe. 
rence, and if he could not ſubdue his 
love, and regain the eaſe of which it 
had deprived him, to keep the painful 


ſecret his own, and carry it to the grave 
in ſilence. 


In the courſe of chat, (for their walk | ; 
vas not a ſhort one,) Juliana aſked 


him, what it was that Mrs. and Mr 
Mordant were relating to him, while 


he hung over the ſofa upon which they 
were ſitting, with ſuch earneſt atten. 


tion in his looks ? to which he anſwer- 


ed, that they were telling him the 
manner in which ſhe had refuſed the 
- ſplendid offers made her by Lord Bel- 
ford, and, as they had cauſe to believe, 
by Sir Charles Haſtings, inferring from 


thence, that * muſt be ſtrongly at- 
tached 


le 
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tached to ſomebody elſe, Sir George 


Maitland they fuppoſed ; and wanted 


to know if there appeared much fond- 
neſs, (that was Miſs Mordant's word) 


between them, when they were toge· 


ther. 


I am angry with yell, (ſaid our 
heroine) for not having made Miſs 


| Mordant and her family eaſy upon that 


head, before this time; it was, indeed, 


but very lately that I diſcovered the 
C intereſt they have in my affairs. I 
immediately requeſted Lady Maitland 
to inform them of my reſolution to 


refuſe Sir George, whenever he ſhould 
give me an opportunity; but I fear ſhe 
has neglected her commiſſion ; how- 
ever, I will take the firſt occaſion of 
doing ſo, for-I would not willingly 


give Miſs Mordant, or any other per- 


ſon, a moment of unneceſſary pain. 
As for Lord Belford, (continued ſhe,) 
the fortune I am likely to poſſeſs con- 

- ſidered, 


90 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


ſidered, 1 muſt be ſtrangely mercenary, 
could J ſuffer myſelf to be bribed by 
any addition that he, or any other per- 
ſon can make to it. If I cannot be 
bappy with eight thouſand pounds a 
year, twenty will not procure me feli- 
city; and, as for a title, I am neither 
ſo vain, or weak, as to look up to that 
as an object of rational eſtimation. + 
Mrs. and Miſs Mordant (anſwered 
Henry) are more ſurpriſed at your 
coldneſs to Sir Charles Haſtings, whom 
all the world acknowledges to be 2 
pleaſing, ſenſible, and worthy man. 
Sir Charles Haſtings (anſwered Juliana) 
is, I believe, all you mention, and 1 
know not any cauſe why a woman, 
whoſe affections are uninfluenced in 
favor of another, may not be happy 
with him. A look of grateful tranſport 
ſpoke the feelings of Henry's heart, as 
ſhe pronounced theſe words; he preſſed 
her hand to his li hs then to his _ 
a 


AQ. 


picion of what ſhe. did not ye 
be known to any one. Not that ſhe 
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and was proceeding to thank her for ſo 
flattering, ſo generous an acknowledge- 
ment in his favor, when the appearance 
of Lady Maitland and Mrs. Martin, 
approaching through a narrow walk 
which led directly towards them, put a 


ſtop to the effuſions of his graritude, 
and called a bluſh upon her cheek, 


from an apprehenſion that they might 


have obſerved enough to ak. a ſuſ- 
wiſh to 


intended to make a particular-ſecret of 


her attachment to one whom her judg- 


ment, as well as inclination, approved; 


but ſhe well knew, that little right as 


her own conduct had given her to in- 


terfere in, or pretend to regulate that 


of a daughter, Lady Maitland would, 


on Lord Belford's account, whoſe inte- 


reſt ſne ſo warmly eſpouſed, oppoſe her 
marriage with Henry to the very utmoſt 


of her power; and though that power 


did 
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did not extend to a poſſible prevention, 
ſhe wiſhed, during her ſtay at Mordant- 
. Place, to avoid giving her any offence, 
or ſubjecting herſelf to be teazed with 
arguments unſupported by reaſon, (a 
ſenſeleſs jargon of noiſe and prejudice,) ! 
which, as they could neither perſuade I 

her contrary to her underſtanding, or t. 
Influence her in oppoſition to her affec- Ne 
tions, determined, as much as poſ- t 
ſible, to fave herſelf the pain of attend- 
t 

l 


ing to; but the moment her eyes met 
thoſe of her ladyſhip, the anger that 
ſparkled in them convinced her that it 

had not eſcaped her notice. | 

Juliana, my dear! (faid the, in a 
voice far leſs ſoft than that with which 
ſhe was wont to addreſs her,) I want to 
ſpeak to you. Mrs. Martin, too, has 
ſomething to ſay to you; and as ſhe 
muſt leave us to-morrow morning, you 
will have no other opportunity of at- 
tending her. Henry looked unwilling 
| co 
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to truſt his lovely charge in her hands; 
but our heroine, drawing her hand from 
vader his arm, Will you be good enough 
„co excuſe me? (ſaid ſhe, with a ſmile of 
h WW ſweetneſs :) you will meet us again at 
a the end of the great walk, Mr, Mait- 
land is too dutiful a ſon himſelf, (ſaid 
e lady Maitland,) to make it neceſſary | 
r WW to apologize to him for an act of obe- 
- MW dience paid to a mother. I will cer- 
tainly meet you at the end of the great 
walk, (ſaid he,) and bowing, went up 
| the cloſe one, from whence they had 
juſt iſſued. | 
He was no ſooner out of ght, than 
Lady Maitland, turning to Juliana, told 
her, that ſhe had been informing her 
friend, Mrs. Martin, of the very great 
offers Lord Belford had lately made her, 
and that ſhe, as well as herſelf, was of 
opinion that ſhe ought by no means to 
| refuſe them. She then ran on with a long 
catalogue of the amazing advantages 
he 


94 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


ſhe would reap by accepting them, | 
ending with the obſervation, that from 
his age and infirmities it was not likely 
Lord Belford ſhovld live long, and in 
caſe of his death, ſhe would be the 


richeſt widow in the kingdom, beſides 
poſſeſſing the rank and dignity of a 
Counteſs, which ſhe would ſtill con- 


tinue to poſſeſs, though ſhe ſhould after - 
wards marry a man of inferior rank. 
As for" inſtance now, (continued her 
Ladyſbip,) he who is juſt parted from 


us, who if it were not for his want of 


| rank and fortune, 1s really a fine young 
fellow enough; ſhould you take it into i 
your head to marry him, you would | 


have riches enough for both, might be 
happy with the man you loved, and 


rank as a Counteſs into the bargain. 


Juliana's heart revolted againſt a mother 
who could preſs ſuch advice upon a 


daughter. She had ſcarce command 


en of her n to anſwer with 


3 1 calmneſs. 


c 


* 
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| calmneſs. She mentioned ſomething 
about the ſacredneſs and duties of mar- 
riage, which ſhe declared ſhe would not 
dare to violate, though by ſo doing ſhe 
might become a queen, and command 

all that the world eſteems defirable. At 
the concluſion. of which, Lady Mait- 
land and Mrs. Martin burſt into a loud 
laugh, declaring they had not heard ſuch 
| old-faſhion ſtuff a long time, the former 
begging of her to modernize her no- 
tions a little, and not be fo completely 
ridiculous. Mrs. Martin, compoſing 
her features into an affected ſmile of 
ſoftneſs, ſaid ſhe was ſorry to find a 
| young lady of her beauty and great ex- 
pectations, likely to ſuffer ſo much from 
the unfortunate imbibement of falſe' 
| principles and common prejudices : 
adding, that ſhe muſt have been very 
ill educated for her ſituation in life, or 
ſhe never could have entertained ſuch. 
vulgar and improper notions. Juliana 
anſwered 
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anſwered with great calmeſs, that ſuch 


were her principles from whatever cauſe 


implanted, and till they could be proved 
falſe by ſomething ſtronger than an un- 
ſupported aſſertion, ſhe ſhould certainly 
act in conformity to them. But were 
my opinions quite unſettled, (continued 
ſhe,) my inclinations would upon the 
preſent occaſion be a ſufficient guide, 
and would moſt aſſuredly fix me in a 
ſteady rejection of Lord Belford. 

The anger which Lady Maitland had 
before but ill concealed, now burſt forth 
without reſtraint or moderation; ſhe 
upbraided Juliana with folly, obſtinacy, 


undlutifulneſs, and ingratitude; con- | 


cluding with ſaying, that ſhe plainly 
ſaw from: whence her diſlike to Lord 
Belford took its riſe; that undoubtedly 
Henry Maitland, a young fellow with- 
aut rank, fortune, expectation, or any 


thing that could give him a right to 


look up to a woman of faſhion, would 
5.06 
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be an excellent match for her, and that 
ſhe congratulated his mother upon the 
ſucceſs of her ſcheme, which every body 
but a mere fool, or a romantic girl, 
muſt ſee through. „ 

Juliana could ill endure to hear the 
ſlighteſt reflection upon the character or 
conduct of Mrs. Maitland. The blood 
animated her cheek, and a thouſand 
ſevere repartees preſented themſelves to 

filence the low envy and malice, by 
which, what now offended her was dic- 
tated; but ſhe had taught her heart upon 
all occaſions to prefer the obligations of 
duty, which ſhe thought nothing could 
- WW wholly obliterate, to the gratification of 
paſſion, though excited by the worthieſt 
motives : ſhe therefore ſuppreſſed her 
feelings, and only replied, that Mrs. 
Maitland was the beſt of women, and 
| incapable of art or meanneſs of any 
kind; that her reſolution to refuſe her > 
hand ta Sir George had been taken long 9 
Vor. Uk F before | 
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before it was — to her or 


any other, and that as her fortune was 
ſufficiently large, even after its diviſion, 


to gratify every reaſonable deſire, ſhe 
thought herſelf at liberty, under cer- 


tain reſtrictions of prudence and pro- 


priety, to make her own election; and 
that in an affair of ſuch importance, in 
which the happineſs of her whole life 
was ſo nearly concerned, ſhe would 
neither be ſwayed by avarice or vanity. 
Then neither my advice or conſent is 
to be aſked, (cried Lady Maitland ;) I 
am not to be conſulted ; ſo Mrs. Mait- 
land's approbation is ſecured, all is well. 
But mark me, Juliana, my power over 
you extends perhaps further than you 


imagine. Obſerve my words: you 


ſhall never have my conſent to marry 
any but Lord Belford, and upon my 
conſent depends more than you are 
aware of. 


Our 


ec 
ſu 
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Our heroine aſſured her that every re- 


ſpect and act of obedience that ſhe could 


render her, without violating her own 
principles, or ſacrificing her happineſs, 
ſhe might at all times command; but 


| beyond that, ſhe hoped her duty would 


never be taxed, ſince further ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed not the right or power of per- 
formance. It is very well, (replied 
Lady Maitland, with increaſing anger ;) 


but be aſſured that I poſſeſs power to 
inforce your obedience far beyond the 


narrow limits you mention ; and obeyed 
I will be, or your ingratitude and folly 


ſhall be puniſhed as it deſerves.—She 
| pronounced theſe words with ſo much 


paſſion, that Juliana, who had never 


ſuſpected her of much warmth of tem- 
per, and was wholly at a loſs to con- 
jecture the meaning of her words, was 
ſeriouſly alarmed, not being able to ac- 
| count for the ſtrange violence and ab- 


ſurdity of her behaviour any way, but 
F 2 by 


— 
* . 


lief, firſt reached their ears, than did 
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by ſuppoſing that her reaſon was a little 
diſordered. She well knew that her 
fortune was left by the late Sir George 


| Maitland, wholly. independent of his 


wife, of whom, indeed, his opinion was 
too mean to ſuffer him to intruſt either 
her perſon or education to her manage- 
ment. She therefore eſteemed her 
threats as little better than ravings. She 

was at'a loſs how to anſwer them, or || 
Mrs. Martin's perſuaſions, which that 
officious lady was uſing to induce her 


to follow her mother's advice, which ſhe 
aſſured her was all for her good, and 


the very beſt that could be offered; 
when drawing near to the ſpot where 


ſhe had appointed tur oh to meet them, 


ſhe ſaw him approach. 

Never did the poor, Hcgued ball. 
ſtarved inhabitants of à beſieged town, 
feel more joy, when the diſtant ſhouts 
of a friendly army coming to their re- 


our 
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our heroine, when the fight of her 
lover gave her hopes of being deliver- 
ed from the ſtorm of rage, and unrea- 
ſonable pretenſion, to which ſhe had, 
ſince he left her, been expoſed. Lady 
Maitland obſerving the pleaſure that 
brightened in her countenance, ex- 
claimed, It is very well ma'am! act 
as you think proper: but once more 
mark my words, if ever you marry 
that young man, ruin is the conſe- 


quence; and when it falls upon you, do 
not blame me, or ſay, I did not warn 
you of your danger! So ſaying, ſhe 


took hold of Mrs. Martin's arm, and- 


they turned up a path which led into a 


part of the park, directly oppoſite to 
that from whence Henry was approach; 


ing; leaving Juliana to relate to him 


at leiſure, the ſtrange arguments, and 


threats, her Ladyſhip had been making 
uſe of; the latter of which, as ſhe was 


wy convinced they never would be at- 
oo * 
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tended by the power of execution, g gave 
her no other pain, but as they were 
proofs of the unreaſonable violence of 
her temper, and the weakneſs of her 
underſtanding. 


They had not walked far, b before they 
were joined by Mrs. and Miſs Mor- 


dant, Miſs Windſor, and Sir Harry. 
The latter lady immediately began to 
tell Henry, how ſhe had ſerved Lord 


Belford. You had ſcarce left us, (ſaid 


ſhe,) before I complained to him, that 


the pain in my ankle was very much in- 


_ creaſed, and begged that he would ex- 


cuſe my returning back, and purſue his | 


walk. I knew he could not help offer- 


ing to attend me, which he accordingly 


did, and I choſe not to preſs him to 


leave me again, leſt he ſhould take me 
at my word; ſo back we turned, and 1 
pretended to walk lame, till we came 
oppoſite to a ſeat that ſtands under a 
great tree, and then I told him, if it 

was 


f 
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was not diſagreeable to him, I would 
reſt a little while; he could not refuſe, 
ſo down we ſat. There did I exert all 


my converſable abilities in order to 


amuſe him, but in vain; the inſenſible 


wretch aſked me ſeveral times, if I did 


not find myſelf ſufficiently reſted. So 
as I could not entertain, I reſolved to 
_ plague him, and therefore told him, 


that the place in which we were ſeated, 


was ſo pleaſant, and his Lordſhip's com- 
pany ſo extremely agreeable, that I felt 


not the ſmalleſt inclination to move; 


and if he had no objection, we would 


continue there, till the reſt of the party 
had finiſhed their walk. Do you know, 
(proceeded ſhe,) that he had the rude- 

neſs to aſk me, if I was not afraid of 


catching cold, and to diſcover actual 
ſigns of impatience; during the whole 
time we were together, he never ſaid 
one civil thing, though I more than 


once endeavoured to force ſome out of 
F 4 + ba, 
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him; and the moment this company. 


joined us, he ſlipped away, and went 
into the houſe by himſelf, actually; in a 
_ downright ill- humour. 

It is a great pity, (anſwered Henry,) 
that ſo much trouble ſhould be thrown 
away; but 1 fear you gave yourſelf too 


much; had you taken leſs, you might 


have ſucceeded better, for we men like 
a little trouble ourſelves. You are an 
impertinent ereature, (replied Miſs 
Windſor;) however, you are ſecure from 
that inconvenience, nobody will give 
themſelves much trouble about a poor 


younger brother. You do well enough 


Juſt for creditable danglers, but any 
thing further, you have no kind of 
chance for. Then we are in that re- 
ſpect, (anſwered he,) more fortunate 
than our elders, ſince we are leſs liable 
to be teaſed by the giddy, or duped by 
the artful. And pray in which of theſe 


two claſſes do you rank me? (ſaid Miſs 
Windfor.) 4 
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Windſor.) Certainly not among the art 
ful, (anſwered he :) art implies ſome- 
thing concealed, ſomething that is un- 
ſuſpected, and likely to promote a de- 
ſign. Thank ye, friend, thank ye, (ex- 
claimed Miſs Windſor;) if you have not 
the rank and fortune of an elder bro- 
| ther, you at leaſt poſſeſs as much eaſy 
aſſurance as the beſt of them. 5 
This kind of chat brought them back 
to the houſe, at the door of which, Sir 
Harry Windſor's coach being in wait 
ing, that gentleman and his ſiſter took 
leave, in doing which, the latter ſhook 
Mrs. and Miſs Mordant by the hand, 
telling them, ſhe ſhould expect to ſee 
them very ſoon, and offering the ſame - 
mark of friendlineſs to Henry, added, 
and if he behaves well, you may bring 
this ſaucy creature with you. She was 
then ſtepping into the coach, without- 
taking the leaſt notice of Juliana, when 
her brother, who attributed her rude-- 
Ea: neſs 
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neſs to inattention, gently pulling her 


back, ſaid, My dear you have forgot to 
invite Miſs Maitland ; upon which, 


making our heroine a very flight cur- 


teſy, ſhe replied, that ſhe hoped Mrs, 
Mordant knew ſhe was always glad to 
ſee any one that made a part of her fa- 
mily. So ſaying ſhe got into the car- 
riage, which, as ſoon as the maſter of 
it had placed himſelf by her ſide, drove 


away. It was no ſooner out of ſight, 


than Miſs Mordant turning to Juliana, 
aſked her, if ſhe did not think Miſs 
Windſor a remarkably ſenſible, agree- 


able woman? I do not think her re- | 


markably any thing, (anſwered ſhe:) ex- 
cept, (rejoined Henry, who had remark- 
ed her behaviour to Juliana, during the 
whole day,) rude, envious, vain, and af- 
fected ; thoſe, in my opinion, are the 
leading traits in her character, and if 


they are compatible with underſtanding 


and elegance of manners, Miſs Wind- 
2 ſor 
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ſor may poſſeſs both. Oh fie! {cried 
Miſs Mordant,) how can you be ſo un- 


orateful, when you know you are one 
of her greateſt favourites. 
While ſhe was yet ſpeaking, they were: 


joined by Lord Belford, Mr. Mordant, 


and Albert. The latter Immediately 
enquired for Miſs Windſor, and upon 


hearing that ſhe was gone home, ex- 
claimed, Aye, Maitland, now you are 


here ſhe cares for nobody elſe under the 


rank of a Viſcount. When you are ab- 
ſent, and we have no titles among us, | 
I come in for a part of her favours, but 
this whole day I have in vain watched 
for a ſingle ſmile; they were all divided 


between Lord Belford and you. Miſs: 
Windſor is a fine woman, (faid Lord 
Belford,) but her charms begin to wear 
rather a matronly appearance; ſhe would 
look better as my Lady, or Mrs. than 


as Miſs. Then, (replied Albert, in an 


audible whiſper,) I believe I can anſwer 
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fir its being in your Lordſhip's s power 

to give her that advantage, as ſoon as 
you think proper. For ſhame, Albert, 

(cried Mrs. Mordant, ſmiling.) To be 
ſure, (faid her daughter, ) ſhe is not quite 
fo much a girl as ſhe was twenty years 
ſince, not that I believe ſhe is herſelf at 
all ſenſible of the change. But ſenſible 


of it ſhe ſhortly muſt be, (anſwered 


Henry ;) wrinkles and grey hairs tell un- 
e truths. 

They were by this time ſeated in che 
drawing room, where Henry taking out 
his pocket-caſe and pencil, wrote the 
following lines, which he preſented to 
Mrs. Mordant. 


Sonnur to the Look IXS - G1 863 


In the Character of a Beauty on the Verge of 


Forty. 


COME, faithful friend, my toilet grace; 
2 truth attends, and flatterers fly 3 
Still thou preſenteſt nature's face, 


Tho? vain ſelf-love averts the eye, 


ich 


* 
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This hour with pleas'd regard I gaze, 
' Freſh bloom and chearful ſmiles. appear; 
The next I ſtart in coy amaze, 

For ah! approaching age is there. 


In thee I read that ſpring is paſt, 

That gaudy ſummer's end is near; 
That autumn grave, approaches faſt, 

And winter ſoon will cloſe the year, 


ab ere that * be every folly fled; 


So wiſdom's ſacred crown ſhall grace my hoary 
head! 


tio HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


CHAPTER xxv. 
(PM. VI 8 1 1. 


HE heart of Juliana was ſincere 
and open, ſhe poſſeſſed real deli- 
cacy, but deſpiſed the affectation of it, 
as ſhe did indeed every ſpecies of that 
diſguſting quality. Her acquaintance 
with Henry had commenced with her 
earlieſt knowledge of herſelf, his cha- 
racter was in every reſpect what ſhe ap- 
proved, his manners were particularly 
agreeable to her, ſhe reſpected his un- 
derſtanding, and admired his perſon. 
In ſhort, ſhe loved him, and had every 
poſſible reaſon to believe that he re- 
turned her affection; ſhe was opulent, 
and independent, nor was there any ob- 
** heir union ſtrong enough, to 

render 
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render its completion a matter of doubt 
or heſitation. Thus ſituated, ſhe did 


not ſcruple to acknowledge to the lover 


her heart had choſen, that he wholly poſ- 


ſeſſed it. Nor did ſhe abſolutely reject 
his ſuit, when declaring that he ſhould 
not enjoy a moment of ſolid peace till 


his happineſs was put out of even a poſ- 


ſibility of doubt, he earneſtly preſſed 


her to become his without waiting the 


four tedious months which intervened 


between that, and the time of her com- 
ingofage; propoſing that they ſhould, till 
the arrival of that period, reſide at Furze- 


Hill with his mother, whoſe conſent 


was, by the late Sir George's will, alone 
neceſſary to her marriage. Though ſhe 
had not quite promiſed this, ſhe had 


conſented to return to Furze-Hill im- 
mediately after the races were over; to 
| which ſhe thought herſelf obliged to at- 


tend Mrs, Mordant, who made a 


point of enlarging her party as much as 


poſſible. 
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poſſible. She was not indeed ſorry to 


112 HENRY, AND ISABELLA; 


think of leaving Mordant-Place, which 
the particularity of Lord Belford, and 


the ill-humour of Lady Maitland ren- 


dered leſs agreeable to her, than it would 
otherwiſe. have been. The only cir- 


cumfſtance which cauſed her any regret 


was the thought of leaving Lad y Frances 
Seward, who every day became more 
dear to her. To this valued friend ſne 
had acknowledged her attachment to 
Henry, and at her particular requeſt 


had introduced him to her at one of 


their breakfaſt meetings in the bathing- 
houſe. Henry was charmed with the 


noble ſimplicity and poliſned graceful- 


neſs of Lady Frances's manners, and 


ſhe, with a ſigh, acknowledged that he 
appeared as worthy of her lovely young 
friend as any man could be. And pro- 


miſed, that as ſoon as they were ſettled 
in a domeſtic way, and all the hurry and 


ceremonies conſequent upon a marriage 


were. 
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were over, ſhe would make them a long 
and friendly viſit, during which ſhe 
hoped to become acquainted with Mrs. 
| Maitland and Mary, and to induce 
them all to return with her to Clareville- 
Houſe, which ſhe ſaid, was generally 
thought pleaſant, and which ſhe would 
do every thing in her power to render 
ſo upon that occaſion. 
When a woman feels a real l 
bor her lover, and has acknowledged 
| that affection, ſhe will find it difficult 
to refuſe him any thing, which is not 
forbidden by honour or reaſon. Her 
acknowledgment in his favour encou- 
rages him to preſs with fervour what 
he would otherwiſe ſcarce venture to 
mention, while it weakens her power 
of reſiſtance, and renders compliance 
almoſt an act of duty. It is not there- 
tore ſurpriſing,. that having ſo little to 
oppole to the warm intreaties of one ſo 
ronſeliedly ear | to her, our heroine 
ſhould 
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ſhould in the courſe of a few days be 
perſuaded to conſent to all he propoſed, 
which ſhe did, however, upon condition 
that it was perfectly approved of by 
 Msr. Maitland. Should that be the 
caſe, it was agreed that ſhe ſhould re- 
main only one week at Mordant-Place 
after their return from the races ; that 
Henry ſhould at the expiration of that 
time come back, and conduct her home; 
and that a few days after her arrival there, I 
their marriage ſhould take place, 
Every one at Mordant-Place, except 
Lady Maitland and Lord Belford, did 
and faid all in their power to perſuade i 
Henry to accompany them upon their 
intended excurſion ; but rich in hope, 


the impatient lover was not to be per- 
fuaded to any thing that might for a 
ſingle day poſtpone the completion of 
it. The very morning after he had ob- 
tained the above mentioned promiſe 
from her upon whom his happineſs fo 

| | much 
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ch depended, he ſet out for Furze- 
Hill, in order to obtain his mother's 
conſent to the arrangement he had 
planned, and prepare every thing neceſ- 
ſary for his nuptials. 

Lady Maitland ene 
by Henry's departure, nor was Lord 
Belford leſs ſatisfied. The former em- 
braced every opportunity of teazing 
Juliana about the Peer, conſtantly re- 
preſenting the great advantages ſhe 
would gain by a marriage with him, 
and regularly concluding with declaring 
that ſhe would one day repent her folly, 
and wiſh the had followed the advice of 

her friends, without obliging them to 
exert their authority in order to bring 
her to a ſenſe of her duty, which if ſhe 
continued obſtinate, they were deter- 
mined to do, Our heroine being con- 
vinced that ſhe had not the ſmalleſt 
power over her actions, heard theſe 


futans with no more concern than every 
4 3 inſtance 
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inſtance of her Ladyſhip's folly gave 


her. She made little reply to them, 
only begging that ſhe would not con- 
tinue to preſs her upon a ſubject to which 
ſhe'could not attend without diſguſt, or 

requeſt what, however painful to her, 


ſhe muſt abſolutely refuſe, 


Finding, upon enquiry, that Lady 


' Maitland had neglected to inform Mi 


Mordant of her reſolution to reſign 


Woodburn-Manor to Sir George, ſhe 8 


took the firſt opportunity which pre- 
ſented itſelf for giving her that agree- 
able piece of intelligence, and the ex- 


treme ſatisfaction which appeared i in her 
countenance while ſhe was receiving it, 


convinced our heroine that the account 
ſhe had heard of her expectations from 
the young Baronet were true. The ſud- 
den pleaſure which this information at- 
forded her, opened Miſs Mordant's 
heart, naturally cloſe and reſerved ; ſhe 


talked a great deal more than ſhe was 


uſually 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, Wo 


uſually accuſtomed to do, and among 


other communications, told Juliana, that 
they ſnould not be at home again, for 


near a month after the races; that it 


vas intended to make a conſiderable 
tour, and to go, as by accident, to 
Belford-Abbey, where they were to re- 
main at leaſt a fortnight, and be enter- 
tained in the moſt ſumptuous manner. 
Among other amuſements, they were 
to have a ſplendid fete; that orders had' 

| already been ſent down to prepare for 


it; in ſhort, (continved ſhe,) we ſhall 


| ſpend a moſt delightful fortnight, for 
Belford-Abbey is one of the moſt beau- 
tiful places in the kingdom, and ſtands 
in the midſt of a very genteel neigh- 


bourhood, which will, upon this occa- 


ſion, be all gathered together; nor will 
any thing be wanting that can poſſibly 
afford pleaſure, for nothing can equal 


Lord Belford's taſte but his magnifi- 


| cence, But dear Miſs Maitland, do not 
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ſay a word about it, you were not to 
know any thing of the affair; indeed 
the principal deſign of it was to ſurpriſe 
you. Lord Belford only conſulted your 
mother upon it, and ſhe told me in con- 
fidence; neither Mrs. Mordant, Albert, 


Miſs Windſor, or Sir Harry, have heard 


a ſyllable of his intention. 
You muſt pardon me if I cannot 
wake you any ſuch promiſe, (anſwered 


TJuliana;) I am reſolved not to make 


one of the party to the races, and muſt 


beg leave to declare the true cauſe why 


I decline. to go; otherwiſe Mrs. Mor- 


dant might think me rude and caprici- 


ous; but I will mention it only to her 
and my mother, nor will tell them by 
what means I acquired my information. 


Miſs Mordant ſaid every thing ſhe could 


think on that was likely to induce her 


to accompany them; not that ſhe par- 
ticularly wiſhed for her preſence at the 


races, where ſhe rather feared her as an 
3 OR | | OVCr. 
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overpowering rival, but ſhe feared her 
ſtaying behind would put an end to the 


Belford-Abbey ſcheme, and heartily 


wiſhed ſhe had poſſeſſed caution enough 


to keep the deſign from her knowledge, 


23 Lady Maitland had requeſted her to 


do. Finding it in vain to attempt to 
overcome her objections to the viſit at 
Belford, ſhe begged that ſhe would be 
Jas good as her word in- not telling from 
whom ſhe received the information; 
though, (added ſhe) as Lady Maitland 
has informed none but me, ſhe will not. 
want to be told; however, I ſhall take 


care, Miſs Maitland, how I next intruſt 
you with a ſecret, 


Miſs Mordant had no ſooner left our 


| heroine, than ſhe began to conſider in 


what manner ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of her- 


ſelf during the time that her mother and 
friends would be abſent. At firſt ſhe 

thought of returning to Furze-Hill ; 
but delicacy, or b ſomething which ſhe 


. 2-75" To 
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choſe to diſtinguiſh by that name, ab. 
ſolutely forbad it. The next plan which 
preſented itſelf, was that of paſſing it 
with Lady Frances Seward, and to this, 
as Sir Charles Haſtings was to be of the 
party to the races, ſhe foreſaw no pre- 
vention, unleſs one ſhould ariſe on her 
Ladyſhip's part, which ſhe did not ex- 
pect; it was however neceſſary to be 
certain of this, as ſhe had no doubt but 


the ſtrongeſt objections would be made 


to the impropriety of her remaining 
alone at Mordant-Place. She therefore 
informed her, the following morning, 


of the diſcovery ſhe had made, and her 
conſequent reſolution not to make one 


in the intended excurſion. Of this Lady 
Frances intirely approved, telling her 
young friend that ſhe ſhould greatly 
have blamed her, reſolved as ſhe was 
upon rejecting Lord Belford's addrefles, 
if ſhe had given him ſo good an oppor- 

tunity of teazing her, and as the world 


might 
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might poſſibly think, laying her under 
obligations for entertainments given on 


her account, though not with her con- 
ſent, Then looking at her with an in- 


viting ſmile, Where does my dear Ju- 


liana mean to ſpend her time while the 
family at Mordant-Place are abſent ? 
Will Lady Frances Seward permit me 
to paſs it with her at Marley ? (anſwer- 


ed our heroine.) Sir Charles is engaged 
to accompany Mr. Mordant, therefore 


| my being with her can be no impro- 


priety. And will you then make me fo 


happy? (cried Lady Frances.) I ſhall 


be very happy indeed ! and, which I had 


little cauſe to expect, owe that happi- 
neſs to Lord Belford. More was not 
| neceſſary 3 Juliana returned highly pleaſ- £ 


ed with the thoughts of ſpending the 


next fortnight with Lady Frances, ra- 


ther than at the races, which ſhe would 


greatly have preferred, had the viſit to 


Belford-Abbey never been Þroje jected. X 
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The only perſon the found in the 
breakfaſt room upon her return, was 
Mrs. Mordant. She took the oppor- 
tunity of her being alone, to let her 
know that having, by a particular ac- 
cident, diſcovered that they were to be 
ſurpriſed into a viſit to Belford-Abbey 
in the courſe of their intended excur- 
ſion, ſhe was determined to avoid ſo un- 
pleaſant a circumſtance, by remaining 
behind, and paſſing the time of their 
_ abſence with Lady Frances Seward, who 
would be quite alone, as Sir Charles 
Haſtings was to make one of their party, 
IJ need not aſk how you came by your 


intelligence, (ſaid Mrs. Mordant,) I 


have no doubt but Eliza was your in- 
former; for though ſhe is in general re- 
ſerved, and rather filent, ſhe never could 
keep any thing that reſembled a ſecret: 
not that Lady Maitland has made much 
| of this, for to Eliza I know ſhe has told 
the whole deſign; ; upon me © ſhe has con- 
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ferred the ſame favour; from Albert 
ſhe can keep nothing ; and I have great 


reaſon to believe, that Miſs Windſor, if 
not Sir Harry, are upon this occaſion 
made confidants ; ſo that you are the 
only one of the party that would have 


been ſurpriſed, had the ſcheme been pur 
into execution. Juliana bluſhed for her 
mother's weakneſs, there was ſcarce an 
hour in which ſhe had not cauſe to bluſh 
on this account, Mrs. Mordant ob- 


| ſerving her confuſion, politely added, 
You know, my dear Miſs Maitland, it 
was of no conſequence to the intention 
who was made acquainted with it, pro- 
vided it remained a ſecret to you; in- 
| deed I was half inclined to tell you my =- 


ſelf, for I did not think it quite fair 
that you ſhould be ſo deceived ; but I 
ſeldom intermeddle in their plans ; in 
general Lady Maitland and the young 
folks project, and I follow the ſtream. 
G VV 
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Your wiſh to have me informed Upon 
this occaſion, (ſaid Juliana,) proves 
that you are of my opinion with reſped 
to the impropriety of my going to Bel. 
ford, therefore I am ſure you will have 
* - goodneſs enough to join with me in per- 
ſuading my mother to conſent to my 
_ ſtaying behind. Juſt as ſhe pronounced 
theſe words Lady Maitland entered, and 
being informed of our heroine's reſo- 
lution, and the cauſe of its being taken, 
flew into a more violent paſſion than 
either of thoſe preſent had ever beheld 
her in. Mrs. Mordant ſaid every thing 
that ſhe thought might tend to calm her 
rage, at the ſame time declaring, thata 
Miſs Maitland had reſolved never to 
marry Lord Belford, it would be ver 
wrong to make him ſuch a viſit. 
Reſolved not to marry him! (cried 
Lady Maitland, ) ſhe is reſolved upon no 
ſuch thing; ſhe will yet be glad to marr 
him. Nay, I will venture to ſay ſhe 
ſhall 


mall marry him. Theſe words excited. 


+ ſmile from Mrs. Mordant, and a look. 


| of concern from Juliana, who could 


not reconcile them to any thing reaſon- 
able; and really began to fear, both from 


them and the violence of her agitations,- 


that her mother was ſubject to ſhort fits 
of inſanity. At length her Ladyſhip, 


after upbraiding out heroine with obſti- 
nacy, folly, ingratitude, and unduti- 
fulneſs, left the room, telling her that 
ſhe might upon this occaſion follow her- 


own inclinations, but at her return ſhe 


would ſoon convince. her that it was 
both her duty and intereſt to be guided 


by her., | 
During the two days which intervened 


between this converſation and that fixed 


upon for the beginning of their journey, 
Lady Maitland was too buſy in her pre- 
parations for the races to have much 


time for reproaches and ill- humour; 


the arrival of her new dreſs was in every 
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reſpect exactly what ſhe could have 


wiſhed, and the readineſs with which 


Juliana diſcharged the bill, (which was 
not a ſmall one,) a little mollified the 


| harſhneſs of her looks, ſo that our he. 


roine ſuffered leſs from her reſentment 
than ſhe expected to have done. As for 
Lord Belford he appeared extremely 
diſappointed by the failure of a ſcheme, | 
upon which he had reſted much of his 
hopes : he began to grow leſs attentive 


to the profeſied object of his paſſion, 


talked of. the beauties they would be 
likely to fee at the races, and ſeemed 


deſirous of politely dropping the cha- 
racter of a lover, which he plainly per- 
_ ceived would, in ſpite of all his efforts, | 


prove an unſucceſsful one. 

Upon the morning g appointed for their 
ſetting out, our heroine aroſe with much 
alacrity, and prepared for her temporary 


removal to Marley. Having given di- 
rections to her maid about the things 


ſhe 
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| ſhe ſhould want during her ſtay there, 
they were placed in a caravan box, and 
orders given to her footman to bring 
: them to her in the afternoon. She had 
taken leave of the family the preceding. 
| evening, had ſincerely wiſhed them all 
2 thoſe pleaſures of which ſhe felt not the f 
ſmalleſt wiſh to partake, and was juſt 48 
bſetting out for the bathing houſe, where 
| Lady Frances had promiſed to meet, 
| and from thence conduct her home, 1 


when ſhe was met by Sir Charles Haſ- 
tings. His looks were paler than uſual, 
and very grave; ſhe had not ſeen him 
ſince their meeting at the place to which 
ſhe was now going, and the change his 
countenance had undergone was very 
perceptible. She could not look at him 
without concern: ah! (ſhe inwardly ex- 
claimed, ) how can I hope for the friend- 
ſhip of Lady Frances, while I deſtroy the 
happineſs of one ſo dear to her. 
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He approached her with a reſpectful 


and tender, but real melancholy air. 


How good you are, (ſaid he,) my dear 
Miſs Maitland, to favour my aunt with 
your company! How happy will ſhe be 
during my abſence! He ſpoke the laſt 
words with a ſtrong emphaſis, and ac- 
companied them with a ſigh, which 
ſeemed to iſſue from the bottom of his 


heart. I am happy, Sir, (anſwered Ju- 


liana,) in the opportunity which the 
abſence of Mr. Mordant's family affords 
me of giving myſelf the honour to paſs 
a few days with Lady Frances. I hope 


you will have a great deal of amuſement 
at Stanton, —She was proceeding, when, 


ſuddenly interrupting her,—I am not 
ſufficiently at eaſe, (ſaid he,) to find 
much enjoyment in any thing. But may 
you be happy! If my beſt wiſhes could 


contribute to your felicity, you would 


never feel a ſingle pain. So ſaying, he 
bowed, and hurried from her in much 
| apparent 
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apparent diſorder of ſpirits. The mo- 


ment he left her, ſhe purſued her walk 

to the bathing-houſe, attended by her 
maid, and about a quarter of a mile 
from it met Lady Frances and her wo- 


man. They immediately formed two 
parties, and after ſtrolling for about an 


hour to enjoy the ſweet freſnneſs of the 
morning, breakfaſted in the calm re- 
treat they were ſo fond of, and having 
ſpent a conſiderable part of the morn- 
ing there, Lady Frances's coach con- 
veyed them to the houſe, the morning 
being become too hot to admit of walled: 


ing without fatigue. 


Upon the firſt day after our heroine's 
removal to Marley ſhe received a packet 
of letters from Furze-Hill. It contained 
one from Mrs. Maitland, in which, after - 
many expreſſions of the trueſt-maternal + 
tenderneſs, ſhe told her, that fince ſhe - 
found that it was her abſolute reſolution : 
to honour her family by becoming the 
„ wife 
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wife of her happy Henry, ſhe ſhould 
endeavour to harden herſelf againſt the 
reffections which the envy of the world 
would probably- caſt upon her, and 
contented with the conſcious rectitude 
of her own hearr, joyfully conſent to 
what ſhe hoped would infure her hap- 
pineſs, though it would not place her 
in the ſphere of life ſhe had a right to 
move in. Mary expreſſed the higheſt 
delight in the thought of calling her 
fiſter, and the apf oaching happineſs of 
her favorite bro ner. She intreated her 
to ſhorte. c abſence as much as poſ- 
ſible, declaring that ſhe ſhould think of 
nothing elſe till her return to Furze- 
Hill. In ſhort, her letter breathed the 
warm fpirit of youthful friendſhip, un- 
corrupted by that mean and ſelfiſh dil- 
poſition, which, unable to view even 
qualities which moſt excite eſteem with- 
out jealouſy and envy, thoſe certain de- 
ſtroyers of amity and affection, render 
- $344 female 
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feniade attachments ſo generally weak 
and ſhort lived, The epiſtle from Henry 
was ſuch as might be expected from 
ſuch a man, in ſuch a ſituation. He 
concluded by informing her that he 
ſhould without fail be at Mordant-Place 
upon the appointed day; and that his 
mother and ſiſter would meet her half 
way upon her return, at a very good 
Inn, where they might be well accom- 
modated for the night, inſtead of fa- 
tiguing her, by performing the whole 
journey in one day. To this Juliana 
felt no objection, every place, in the 
company of thoſe ſne ſo much loved, 
appearing to her ſafe and pleaſant. 
During the firſt week of her viſit to 
Lady Frances, nothing occurred that 
can furniſh matter for relation, Every 
hour increaſed that eſteem and admira- 
tion which ſhe before thought ſcarce ca- 
pable of increaſe, nor could any thing 
but che hope of again ſeeing her beloved 
G EE friends 
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friends at Furze-Hill have reconciled 
her to the thought of fo. ſoon quitting 
a ſociety in which her heart was become 
ſo deeply intereſted. Lady Frances was 


one day comparing the retired, {till life 
her lovely young friend led with her, 
with the gay buſtle in which ſhe ſup- 


poſed her mother and the Mordants 


were engaged; and concluded with ſay- 
ing, there are few at your age, and fit- 
ted as you are to ſhine 1n the firſt par- 
ties, who would have made ſuch a 


choice. Yet, (replied Juliana,) my dear 


Lady Frances is not among thoſe who 


ought to wonder at ſuch a conduct; are 
not you younger than Mrs. Mordant or 
Lady Maitlaind ? yet while they purſue 


every thing that bears the name of 


amuſement with avidity, you ſhrink 


back, and appear to avoid even thoſe 
that preſs themſelves upon you. Ah! 
my dear Miſs Maitland, (anſwered her 


15 ene you will, 1 truſt, never ex- 


Perience 
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perience ſuch diſappointments as have 
given me a diſguſt to the world, and 
changed a temper, naturally gay and 

active, into the reverſe of both. I will 
in a few words account to you for this 
change, though in ſo doing I ſhall lay 
open an affair which is a ſecret to Sir 
Charles Haſtings himſelf, I will not 
apologize to my fair friend for the fol- 
lies and imprudencies I have been guilty 
of, I know her candour will view them 
in the moſt favourable light, and the 
| cenſure I have deſerved I muſt ſubmit 
to bear. | | 

My father, the late Earl of Clare- 

ville, was a man who poſſeſſed many 

worthy qualities; he was fincere in his 
attachments, generous to his depen- 
dents, and a ſtrict obſerver of the rules 
of what the world calls honour, which 
he never violated himſelf, or ſuffered . 
any one with whom he was in any de- 
bree connected, to infringe with impu- 
nity. 
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| nity. He had in the younger part of 
| his life ſerved in the army with conſi- 
derable reputation, and would proba- 
bly have riſen to the firſt command had 
he not been detached from the purſuit 
of military glory by his paſſion for my 
mother, of whom he was exceſſively 
fond, and whoſe ſlighteſt wiſh was, 
throughout the whole time during which 
they lived 2 an abſolute law to 
him. 

This unbounded influence me had 
obtained over his affections, partly by 
her uncommon beauty, accompliſhments 


and underſtanding, and partly by her 


high rank, and the confideration of the 
very ancient and illuſtrious family from 
which ſhe was deſcended; ſhe being one 


of the daughters of the late, and ſiſter 
to the prefent Duke of Roxford, an al- 
hance witch whom, excluſive of her ex. 
traordinary merits, flattered his pride, of 
which he poſſeſſed a much larger ſhare 

than 
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f than the moſt exalted and ſplendid con- 
b dition of human life can juſtify or even 
; excuſe, - Indeed exceſſive pride and 
; boundleſs ambition were the leading 
WW traits in his character, and not only 
| ſhaded his better qualities, but to thoſe 


' WW moſt near to him, and who had a natu- 
ral claim to be benefited by them, ren- 
dered them abſolutely uſeleſs. 

The great intereſt of my mother's 
family, together with his own, raiſed 
him to the firſt poſts in the late admi- 

nitration, of which his father-in-law r- 
was conſidered as the leader and princi- 
pal ſupport ; and the integrity and abi- 
lity with which he filled them, acquired 
him at once the approbation of his ſo- 
vereign, and the confidence of his fel- 
low-citizens, though the extreme haugh- 
tineſs of his manners diſqualified him 
for ever from obtaining their affection. 
In the courſe of the ten firſt years of 
his marriage, my mother preſented him 
with 
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' nity. He had in the younger part of 
his life ſerved in the army with conſi- 


derable repuration, and would proba- 
bly have rifen to the firſt command had 


he not been detached from the purſuit 


of military glory by his paſſion for my 


mother, of whom he was exceſſively 


fond, and whoſe lighteſt wiſh was, 
throughout the whole time during which 


they lived 8 an 2 law to 
him. 


This unbounded influence ſhe had 
obtained over his affections, partly by 
heruncommon beauty, accompliſhments 
and underftanding, and partly by her 
high rank, and the confideration of the 
very ancient and illuſtrious family from 
which ſhe was deſcended; ſhe being one 
of the daughters of the late, and ſiſter 


to the prefent Duke of Roxford, an al- 


liance with whom, excluſive of her ex. 
traordinary merits, flattered his pride, of 


than 
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than the moſt exalted and ſplendid con- 
dition of human life can juſtify or even 
excuſe, Indeed - exceflive pride and 
boundleſs ambition were the leading 
traits in his character, and not only 


ſhaded his better qualities, but to thoſe 
moſt near to him, and who had a natu- 


ral claim to be benefited by them, ren- 


dered them abſolutely uſeleſs. 


The great intereſt of my mother's 
family, together with his own, raiſed 
him to the firſt poſts in the late admi- 


niſtration, of which his father-in-law 


was conſidered as the leader and princi- 
pal ſupport ; and the integrity and abi- 
lity with which he filled them, acquired 


him at once the approbation of his ſo- 
vereign, and the confidence of his fel- 


low- citizens, though the extreme haugh- 


tineſs of his manners diſqualified him 
for ever from obtaining their affection. 
In the courſe of the ten firſt years of 


his marriage, my mother preſented him 
with 
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with five children, of whom I was the 
youngeſt ; two girls died in their in- 
fancy, which was matter of little regret 
to him, he having placed his whole 
hopes and affections upon his ſon, who 

was the eldeſt, and in every reſpect a 
moſt promiſing boy, both in perſon and 

underſtanding. The care and ſuperin- 
tendence of his education divided his 
attention even with politics and the du- 
ties of his office; the beſt maſters in 
every branch of polite attainment were 
engaged to inſtruct him, and a gentle- 
man, whoſe abilities, learning, and 
knowledge were in the very firſt claſs, 
was induced by a more thap commonly 
generous: eſtabliſhment, to take upon 
himſelf the character of his preceptor, 
As fer my ſiſter and myſelf he concern- 


ed himſelf very little about us; indeed 
we were almoſt ſtrangers to him; for 
when his time was not taken up in the 
duties of his poſt, and attendance at 

. the 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, 137 


the houſe of Peers or St, James s, he 


was almoſt conſtantly ſurrounded. by 
company, ſo that we were intirely left 


to the care and regulations of our mo- 


ther, whoſe attentions to our health, 
comfort, and improvements were unre- 
mitted, and whole tenderneſs made us 


amends for the want of it in our father. 


As my brother grew up, the hopes of 
my father, as well as every part of our 
family, were exceedingly flattered by 
the favourable accounts given of him 
by his tutor; the rapid .improvements 
he made in his various ſtudies, the fine- 

neſs of his perſon, clearneſs of his un- 
derſtanding, and agreeableneſs of his 
manners. Lord Clareville already be- 
held him in idea a miniſter of ſtate, the 
favourite of his ſovereign, the admira- 
tion of the court, and raiſed to the 


| higheſt dignities which rank, fortune, 
and reputation have power to beſtow. 


In order to inſure, as far as human pru- 
dence 
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dence can influence events, his future 


conſequence in life, he entered into an 
agreement with my uncle, who by the 
death of his father was become Duke 
of Roxford, by which it was reſolved, 
that as ſoon as they became of a proper 
age, a matriage ſhould take place be. 
tween my brother and his Grace's daugh- 


ter, who being his only child, and heireſs 
to his vaſt poſſeſſions, was a circum- 
| Nance co which he looked forward as 


to the completion of his almoſt every 
"RE F 

As the young people advanced in age, 
a growing attachment appeared between 


them, which was attentively watched 
and encouraged by their reſpective pa- 
rents; our families were almoſt conti- 


nually together, and every hour that my 
brother could ſpare from his ſtudies, 


was devoted to little entertainments and 
parties of amuſement, in which my 


ſiſter and I always ſhared, My mother, 
35 who 
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who was extremely fond of her niece, 
had fixed her heart upon the completion 
of the projected marriage, as ſtrongly 
as my father; and in all the parties that 
were made in compliment to my couſin, 
ſhe carefully excluded every young 
man or woman in the neighbourhood of 
Clareville, (which abounds with the fa- 
milies of gentlemen of fortune,) who 
were likely in the ſmalleſt degree to ri- 
yal either her or my brother in the opi- 
nion of the other. There was, indeed, 
as little danger of ſuch an event as could 
well be deſired, for I have already ob- 
ſerved, that he was more than com- 
monly amiable, and ſhe was one of the 
moſt accompliſhed young women in the 
kingdom, poſſeſſed of an excellent un- 
derſtanding, great ſweetneſs of temper, 
and oc her perſon could not be 
ſtiled beautiful, it was perfectly 250 
es and pleaſing. | 

T During 
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During the time my brother ſpent. 
abroad, a frequent and regular correſ. 
pondence was kept up between them. 
It was reſolved that at his return the 
marriage ſhould immediately take place. 
His letters expreſſed the moſt ardent 
impatience for the arrival- of this. wiſh- 
ed-for period; and Lady Jane, though 
remarkable for the delicacy, and almoſt. 
reſervedneſs of her general manners,, 
openly acknowledged that it would give 
her fincere pleaſure to ſee him again. 
As for my father, ſo impatient was he. 
to. behold the completion of an event 
which he conſidered not only as a very. 
great preſent honour and advantage to 

his family, but as a ſtep which muſt cer- 
tainly lead his ſon to the higheſt ſitua- 
tions a ſubject could enjoy, that fearful 
leſt any unforeſeen accident ſhould fruſ- 
trate his hopes, he reſolved upon recal- 
ling him ſome months ſooner than had 
"PINE been 
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been agreed upon when he quitted the 
kingdom. * 
My brother readily obeyed the wel- 
| come ſummons,. and in a few weeks * | 
| after it had been received, arrived at 
Clareville, to the inexpreſſible joy of 
his parents, and the great pleaſure of 
the whole neighbourhood, by whom he 
was generally beloved. Every prepa- 

; ration for his intended nuptials had 
been made previous to his return; an 
elegant ſeat which my uncle reſigned to 

him, was fitted up in the moſt ſuperb 
file, and the grounds around it laid 
out with all the beauty and variety of 
which they were capable. A houſe of 
my father's in St. James's Square, had 
likewiſe been prepared for their recep- | 
tion, the writings, &c. were ready drawn, 5 
and nothing neglected that could faci- 
| litate an event from which ſo much hap- 
pineſs was expected. 
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I have often thought that the paſ. 
ſionate impatience with which my father 
had expected this union, the unwearied 
pains he had taken to inſure it, and the 
_ exceſſive pleaſure he expreſſed upon its 
taking place exactly according to his 
own plan, is a moſt ſtriking inſtance, 
-among many I have fince remarked, 
which tends to prove, how very ill the 
wiſeſt and moſt prudent are qualified to 
aſcertain, with any tolerable degree of 
certainty, what will infure their own fe- 
licity. Often the attainment of our 
wiſhes in its effects, deſtroys the object 
which they too ardently deſired to ſe- 


cure; a leſſon, which were it poſſible 


for a man ever to profit by the experi- 
ence of others, ſhould teach us mode- 
ration in our moſt favourite purſuits, 
and ſubmiſſion to the will and deſtina- 
tions of that perfectly wiſe and good 
Being, who ſo often renders diſappoint- 
ment a bleſſing, and not leſs frequently 
| e puniſhes 


pk * 
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{cated to his fon the extreme folly, as 
he 
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puniſhes our folly in its gratification. 
The latter of theſe was eventually his 
| caſe with my father. For ſo perfectly 
| ſatisfied was my brother with the ſitua- 
tion in which his marriage had placed 


him, ſo happy in the enjoyment of do- 
meſtic felicity, and the exertions of 
private benevolence, that no efforts of 
his father's could awaken in his boſom 


a ſingle ſpark of ambition, or the leaſt | 


deſire of diſtinguiſhing himſelf in pub- 


lic life, His wife, of whom he was 


paſſionately fond, was as much attached 


to retirement and domeſtic pleaſures as 
himſelf; they paſſed almoſt their whole 


time in the country, ſeldom ſpending 


more than three or four months every 
Water in London, and at the concluſion 
of that ſhort ſeaſon returning to the 
enjoyments of nature and reaſon with 


increaſed eagerneſs and fatisfaftion. 
It was in vain that my father repre- 
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he eſteemed it, of which he was guilty 
in thus neglecting the opportunities he 


poſſeſſed of rendering himſelf of the 


firſt importance in the ſtate, opportu- 


nities which the ſtrength of his abilities, 
and the extent of his information, ſo 
well qualified him to embrace with 
every poſſible degree of advantage to 
himſelf, and glory to his family; my 
brother anſwered that he was perfectly 


ſatisfied with the family honours already 


acquired by his anceſtors, honours, 
which no action of his ſhould ever 
tarniſn; that he found in the various 
duties of private life ſufficient employ- 


ment for the abilities which nature had 


endowed him with; and as he had no 
doubt, but that his native country, 
which no man could love more ſincerely 
than himſelf, would at all times produce 
men equally and much better fitted to 
preſerve and multiply her national 

glories, he did not, as a good citizen, 


think 
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think himſelf obliged to relinquiſh the 


happy plan of domeſtic felicity he had 


laid down, and was beginning to enjoy ; 


but on the contrary, that he believed 
himſelf to be more effectually ſerving 
her true intereſts by ſetting an example 
of moral rectitude, extenſive benevo- 
lence, and an active and regular diſcharge 


of all the important duties of private life. 
Little as my father could urge in re- 


ply to arguments founded upon truth 
and reaſon, he was by no means ſatis- 
fied with his ſon's conduct; on the con- 
trary, it diſappointed all his moſt fa- 


vourite hopes, to the fulfilling of which 


he locked upon his marriage only as a 
leading ſtep. But his mortification was 
greatly increaſed, or rather was com- 
pleted, by his want of children, a cir- 


cumſtance which ſo ſtrongly affected his 


his mind, that he loſt all pleaſure 1 in the 
poſſeſſion of thoſe dignities, for the ac- 


| quifition of which his youth had been 


Vor. II. a 
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- ſpent in toil, and his manhood. in care 


and anxiety. He ſuddenly threw up 
his poſt, quitted the court in diſguſt, 
and retired to Clareville, declaring it 
as his unalterable reſolution never more 
to viſit thoſe ſcenes of deluſion, falſe 
greatneſs, and fancied enjoyment. 
My mother uſed every means in her 


power to divert his chagrin, and render 


his retirement chearful and. pleaſing: 


but though he always preſerved towards 


her the utmoſt tenderneſs and reſpect, 


gloomy, unſocial temper of mind had 


taken abſolute poſſeſſion of him, which 
intirely unfitted him for the enjoyment 


either of ſolitude or domeſtic comfort; 
the ſight of my brother, or his lad) 
always appeared to give him pain; and 


as neither- my ſiſter, or myſelf, could 


tranſmit his name to: poſterity, It 


Tegarded us with the moſt perfed 
indifference, | 
Much 
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Much of Harrier's time was paſſed at 
the houſe of our brother, where I, Who 


was ſeven years younger, was ſometimes 
permitted to accompany her, a privi- 


lege which the agreeable manner of 
living there, (the chearfulneſs, elegance, 


and focial freedom of which formed a 
moſt pleaſing contraſt to the ſtately 
gloom which prevailed at Clareville,) 
wüdered at all times very acceptable. 
Among the agreeable and well informed 


people of both ſexes who viſited my 


brother, the perſon who appeared moſt 


particularly to poſſeſs his friendſhip was 
the late Sir Philip Haſtings, a character 
adorned by every quality that could dig- 


nify a man, or diſtinguiſh a gentleman. 


The agreeableneſs of his perſon and 


manners firſt attracted the approbation 


of my ſiſter, which a more intimate 


knowledge of his virtues improved into 


eſteem and admiration. Her admira- 


tion was returned, a mutual liking was 
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quickly ſoftened and refined into love; 
which for ſome time was carefully con. 
cealed by both, 8 other, 
one being actuated by motives of deli. 

cacy and reſerve, the other by prudence 
and fear. He well knew the character 
of the Earl of Clareville, and neither his 
rank or fortune, the latter being very 
ſmall, could afford him juſt ground to 
hope, that one whoſe pride and ambition 
had in every inſtance been the ruling 
motives of his actions, would ſo far de- 
viate from them, as to beſtow his 
daughter, the preſumptive heireſs to a 
large portion of his vaſt wealth, upon 
one ſo much beneath her in both. In 
deſpite of the conſtraint my ſiſter im- 
poſed upon herſelf, of the care ſhe took 
to conceal the favourable thoughts ſhe 
entertained of the Baronet ig every 
one, they were obſerved by Lord Seward, 
| who at the ſame time equally remarked 


the more than common attention paid 
to 
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to her by his friend. His knowledge 
of Sir Philip was the moſt intimate. 
They had travelled together, and their 
friendſhip, which ſimilarity of manners 
and ſentiments had begun, was cemented. 
by virtue and true honour. There was 
nothing my brother would more have 
wiſhed, than to have ſeen Harriet the 
wife of his friend, And the very little 
regard his father had ever ſhown either 
for her or me, encouraged him to hope, 

: that if he was acquainted with his excel- 
lent character, and found that the affec- 
tions of his daughter were abſolutely en- 
| WH gaged, he might be prevailed upon by 
the intreaties of himſelf and his mother, 
whoſe intereſt he knew would eaſily be 
b odtained, to conſent.to their marriage. 
In this hope he queitioned his friend 
upon the diſcovery he believed himſelf 
to have made, in ſuch a manager as in- 
duced him to acknowledge the whole 
truth. He declared that the regard he- 
8 fel: 
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felt for Lady Harriet, was ſuch as he 
never had, or could entertain for any 
other; but conſcious of the ſmall pre. 
tenſions he had to hope for the bleſſing 
of her hand with the conſeat and ap- 
probation of her family, he had re- 
ſolved never to mention his unfortunate 
paſſion to her, or any other, but to en- 
deavour by abſence, and a proper ex- 
ertion of reſolution, to conquer an at- 
tachment, which, if preſerved, muſt de- 
ſtroy his future peace. 
My brother aſſured Sir Philip that 

nothing i in his power ſhould be omitted 
that could in any degree contribute to 
promote his happineſs and that of his 
fiſter, by whom he had reaſon to believe 
his 1 merits had not been wholly over- 
8 : looked. The Baronet was infaptured 
by the fainteſt ray of hope; he ſeized the 

hand of Lord Seward, and in terms of 

the warmeſt gratitude thanked him for 
the wen pecded. and as he eſteemed it, 
TY | unre- 
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unreturnable proof of friendſhip he had 
given him, Their converſation ended 
in my brother's promiſing, that if he was 
ſo fortunate as to obtain Harriet's con- 
ſent, he would immediately introduce 
him to his father; and that nothing 
ſhould be left unattempted that might 
afford the ſmalleſt bag. of obtaining 
his approbation. | 
An acknowledgment of my ſiſter's 
regard for the Baronet was not difficult 
io obtain. Encouraged by the diſcovery 
of her brother's ſentiments, ſhe eaſily 
prevailed upon herſelf to declare her 
own, and it was reſolved upon that an 
early opportunity ſhould be embraced, 
to requeſt my mother's conſent to the 
propoſed marriage, and her intereſt with 
my father; for upon the great influence 
the enjoyed with him, and the till 
greater which her ſon poſſeſſed over her, 
the whole hopes of the lovers depended. 
H 4 In 
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In this ſtate were my. ſiſter” 8. expec- 
tations when an expreſs arrived from 
Clareville with an account .of - the ſud- 
death of my. mother, an event which 
filled us all with inexpreſſible ſorrow, 
and for the preſent baniſned even from 
the mind of my ſiſter every thought but 
of her loſs. She ſet out immediately, ac- 
companied by my brother, his lady, 
and myſelf, for the ſeat of mourning, 
where upon our arrival we found my 
father in a ſtate nearly bordering upon 
diſtraction, nor for ſeveral days after 
the funeral of our beloved parent were 
ue in a proper condition to offer com- 
fort, or he to receive it. Our loſs was 
indeed very great, for ſhe was the ten- 
dereſt of mothers, and by the kind in- 
dulgence with which ſhe treated us, 
compenſated for the want of it in our 
father; and we feared, and indeed had 
every cauſe to fear, that the want of 
ber protection would make a very un- 

. 
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pleaſing change in our ſituation. But 
the perſon who had moſt cauſe to be 
apprehenſive of this was poor Harriet, 
whoſe attachment to her lover was ſo 
greatly ſtrengthened ſince the know- 
ledge of her brother's ſentiments had 
afforded her room to hope that it might 
poſſibly be permitted by parental autho- 
rity, that ſhe could no more endure the 
thought of withdrawing her affections 
from, than ſhe could now hope for her 
father's conſent to beſtow them upon 
him. 4 
Our family had never been accuſ- 
tomed to live in habits of intimacy with 
thoſe that reſided near it, though many 
of them were of fortune and conſe- 
quence: the exceſſive pride of my fa- 
ther had rendered it impoſſible for him 
to mix agreeably with any Who were at 

all his inferiors, in what he eſteemed of 
ſo much importance, rank. Nor were 
the independent and ſenſible by any 
ee H 5 means, 
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means, fond of expoſing themſelves to 
his contemptuous negle& or ſuperci- 
lious eivility. The amiable politeneſs 


of my mother's manners was the only 


charm which could, at any time, in- 
duce perſons of this deſcription to viſit 
Clareville, and as the Earl had too 
much underſtanding to be pleaſed with 
common flattery, our houſe was ſeldom 
crouded with gueſts. It was, indeed, 
2 favorite maxim with him, which, 
when my ſiſter or I have expreſſed a 
wiſh to mix rather more with ſome 
young people in the neighbourhood, he 
would often repeat for our inſtruction, 
that ſolitude was always preferable to 
unequal ſociety. This ſtately ſolitude 
we had indeed now the full enjoyment 
of. Thoſe who were not permitted to 
ſhare his pleaſures, preſſed not to partake 
of or conſole his ſorrows; ſo that ex - 
cept occaſional viſits from perſons of 
diltinction, we rarely ſaw or converſed 
© wm 
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with any creature except my brother 


and his lady, who, out of mere com- 
paſſion, ſeldom ſuffered a week to paſs 


without ſpending at leaſt one day with 
us. We were now become neceſſary to 


my father, not as objects of affection, 


but as human creatures, with whom he 


did not think it beneath his dignity to 


converſe. Having no longer my mo- 


ther to ſupport ba "Ty it became 
our conſtant care to amuſe him: our 


endeavours were indeed often unſuc- 


ceſsful; but he found it more agreeable 
to have us with him than to be alone, 


and therefore, as he did not eſteem out 


health or inclinations of the leaſt conſe- 


quence, it was his declared pleaſure 
that we never ſhould-Jeave his apart- 
ment together, nor was one of us per- 


mitted to be abſent for more than half 


an hour at a time, ſo that we were de- 
prived of the only enjoyment we had 
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hoped for, that of ſometimes viſting 
Lord. Seward. | 

To this fn int confinement I 
ſubmitred with patience, but to my 
ſiſter it was quite intolerable. A great 
part of her nights, and almoſt every 
moment that ſhe was abſent from my 
father's apartments, was ſpent in tears. 
She had few opportunities of complain- 
ing to my brother, but her pale cheek 
and languid eyes too expreſſively de- 
clared the ſtate of her mind, at once 
depreſſed by a ſenſe of the evils the ſuf- 
fered, and the happineſs ſhe believed 
herſelf to have loſt; We had ſpent 
more than two months in this ſituation, 
which was every day rendered more 
irkſome, by the increaſing gloom and 
ſourneſs of my father's temper, and 
were fitting in his drefling-room during 
one of his frequent fits of ſilence, which 
| would often laſt for ſeveral hours toge- 
* when his valet announced my 


brother. L 
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brother. My ſiſter and 1 aroſe, with 
our uſual alacrity, to receive him, for 
his viſits were our only pleaſure; when, 
judge of our ſurpriſe and her joy, when 
we beheld him enter followed by Sir 
Philip Haſtings. He apologized to my 
father for the liberty he had taken in 
introducing his friend, who, he ſaid, 
he had met in his way to Clareville, 
and could not, without a breach of 
common politeneſs, avoid requeſting 
that he would accompany him. My 
father received the Baronet, who he had 
often ſeen, with a reſerved kind of half- 
civility, during the firſt part of the day, 
addreſſing his whole converſation to his 
ſon, and ſeldom honouring him even 
with a look. Such treatment- would, 
in other circumſtances, quickly have 
put an end to his viſit; for he was a 
man of ſpirit, and, notwithſtanding the 
ſmallneſs of his fortune, had ever pre- 
ſerved the moſt perfect independence. 
: „„ But 
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But he had his own reaſons for bearing 
it upon the preſent occaſion, without 
the leaſt appearance of reſentment, and 
even courting every poſſible opportu- 
nity of gaining the ſmalleſt degree of 
his attention. By degrees, my father 
began to grow leſs reſerved, and before 
the concluſion of the evening, the good 
ſenſe, reſpect, and eaſy politeneſs of Sir 
Philip's behaviour and addreſs, ſo far 
won upon the little remains of ſocial 
kindneſs his temper retained, that he 
not only entered into converſation with 
him in a manner tolerably chearful, 
but, upon his riſing to take leave, in- 
vited him to repeat his viſit, ſaying, he 
ſhould be glad to ſee him as often as 
would ſuit his convenience and inclina- 
tion. A condeſcenſion which the Ba- 
ronet appeared to receive with the moſt 
grateful ſenſibility, and of which, he 
aſſured the Earl, he ſhould ſeize every 
opportunity to avail himſelf, 
RES. - During 
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During the whole day, Sir Philip had 
neither found, or apparently ſought, an 
opportunity of privately addreſſing my 
ſiſter. He had taken no other notice 
of her than ſuch as politeneſs demanded. 
A few expreffive looks were all that diſ- 
tinguiſhed the lover. His appearance 
was, notwithſtanding, matter of ex- 
treme pleaſure to her, and the diſtinc- 
tion with which my father had favored 

him, flattered her with the moſt agree- 
able hopes. Theſe hopes were ſtrength- 
ened by the increaſiog friendſhip he 
expreſſed for him, every viſit he paid 
him appearing to heighten his eſteem, 
and the pleaſure he felt in his ſociety. 
His invitations became more preſſing, 
and the Baronet was ſeldom more than 
three or four ſucceflive days abſent from 
Clareville. In the courſe of theſe con- 
ſtant viſits he frequently found oppor- 
tunities for holding ſhort converſations 
with n unobſerved by my father; 

ay 
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they likewiſe often wrote to each other; 
all their former hopes were revived ; 


and it was agreed that my brother 


ſhould, at his next _ Propoſe the 
marriage. 

The Baronet had jult left us, after 
having concerted with my ſiſter the 


plan they thought would be moſt likely 
to inſure the ſucceſs of their hopes; we 


were agreeably entertaining ourſelves, 
ſhe with the proſpect of recovered free- 


dom and happinels, and I with the ex- 


pęctation of a little temporary relief 
from confinement, during the gaieties 


of her wedding, my father being lain 


down to ſleep, when we heard an equi- 
page ſtop at the door, and in a few mi- 
nutes a ſervant announced the Earl of 


Belford, and his ſon; Lord  Faſure. 


The Earl was an old and intimate friend 


of my father's, but his ſon he had never 


ſeen ſince he was a mere boy, he having 


been n educated abroad. They 
* 


were 
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were received with the greateſt cordi- 
ality, and, notwichſtanding that the 
latter was one of the moſt trifling and 
finiſhed coxcombs 1, ever beheld, my 
father treated him with even diſtin, 
guiſhed attention, introducing him to 
my ſiſter and me, as a perſon to whom 
it was his wiſh that we ſhould Pay ee 
poſſible civility. wy 
The young gentleman was not 3 
very plain in his perſon, weak in his 
underſtanding, and affected in his. 
manners, but a great pretender to wit 
and humour, though nature had abſo- 
lutely denied him the ſmalleſt portion 
of either. We were at firſt diverted 
with his folly, and in a ſituation. ſo uni- 
formly dull as ours, any thing that 
could divert was acceptable. It was 
his practice, while our fathers were 
converſing together in a different room, 
or a diſtant part of that in which we 
were ſeated, to entertain us with long 
accounts 
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accounts of his adventures abroad. 


Himſelf, and ſome lady of great beauty 


and conſequence, were generally the 


hero and heroine of his tales, and we 


were uſually given to underſtand, that 
he was extremely admired by the fe. 
male world, and had atchieved many 
conqueſts, which would have done ho- 
nour to the moſt accompliſhed follower 
of the Cheſterfieldian ſyſtem... Indeed, 
had all the facts of which he was pleaſed 

to inform us been authentic, he would 
well have merited the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment the laws of offended juſtice and 
humanity could have had power to 
infli& ; but, as we did not apprehend 


that it was quite ſo eaſy to ſeduce the 


affections of a virtuous married woman, 


| deceive the vigilance of a careful father, 
or ſcale the walls of a convent, as he 
repreſented, we gave him credit for the 


inventions of at leaſt one half of the 


villainies of which he pretended to have 
el been 
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been guilty, and believed that his want i 
of abilities and addreſs had prevented 
their extending much beyond inclina- 


tion and unſucceſsful attempt. But 
this belief did not leſſen our deteſtation 


of his principles, or the extreme diſguſt 


and wearineſs we began to feel in the 
conſtant repetitions of theſe accounts, 


which at once raiſed our contempt for 
his underſtanding, and hatred of his 
diſpoſition. The obedience we paid to 
the directions of our father, in treating 
him with perfect civility, began to grow 
very difficult; for we could ſcarce re- 
ſtrain ourſelves from ſhowing him how 
entirely he was the object of our diſ- 
dain; when we were ſuddenly plunged 
into the utmoſt conſternation and diſ- 
'treſs, by his informing my ſiſter, that 
he had her father's permiſſion to addreſs 
| her as a lover, and at the ſame time 
adding, that as he found it was the par- 
; ticular wiſh of both families that an 
: union 
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union ſhould take place between them, 


and knowing that no man could eſcape 


his deſtiny, provided ſhe felt no reluc- 
| tance, he had reſolved to oblige them, 

This declaration was followed by an 
audience with my father, in which he 
informed her, that Lord Eaſure was 
by him reſolved upon for her huſband, 
and that he expected her to receive him 
as ſuch, with all the chearfulneſs and 
encouraging politeneſs which her happy 
proſpects, and his merits demanded, It 
was in vain that poor Harriet fell at his 


feet, that ſhe declared the moſt ſertled 


diſlike to Lord Eaſure, and intreated 
him not to render her the moſt unhappy 
of human creatures, by uniting her to 
one who was ſo abſolutely the object of 
her averſion. He treated her reluctance 


as the effect of weakneſs and folly, and 


her daring to acknowledge it as a breach 
of the duty and obedience ſhe was by 
the unalterable laws of nature bound 


ta 
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to pay him. In ſhort, with much con- 
tempt and rage he told her, that he did 
not ſend for her to conſult her inclina- 
tions, but to notify his own; and diſ- 
miſſed her with a command immedi- 
ately to prepare for her marriage, which 
he was deternined ſhould take place 1 in 

a few days. 

The evening after this dreadful order 
had been received, my ſiſter, with the 
permiſſion of her father, paſſed in her 
own apartment, a ſeaſon which he 
thought proper to afford her for the re- 
covery of her {| pirits, or as he expreſfed 
it, to reflect upon her own folly and 
bring her mind into a proper ſtate of 
ſubmiſſion to the commands of her 
father, which he told her it was both 
her intereſt and duty to conſider as the 
voice of heaven. I was not allowed to 
accompany her, but ordered, when = 
quitted the eating room, not to be ab- 
ſent more than an hour. 


The 
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The habitual fear I felt of my father, 
was too ſtrong to admit of my dafing 
to diſobey him in the ſmalleſt article; ! 
had therefore little time to ſoothe the 
mind of poor Harriet, who, indeed, ap. 
peared too much diſturbed and afflifted 
to receive conſolation from any thing! 
could offer. She was drowned in tears, 
and repeatedly declared that nothing 
ſhould force her to violate her own ſenſe 
of honour; that ſhe would rather die 
than become the wife of Lord Eaſure. 
1 felt the greateſt unwillingneſs to leave 
| her in ſo much diſtreſs ; but the orders 
1 of my father were not to be diſputed. 
UM Upon entering the drawing room [ 
found him already there, together with 
the Earl and his ſon. The latter riſing 
upon my entrance, and approaching me 
= with a ſmile of ſelf-ſatisfied importance, 
1 Well my dear Lady Frances, (ſaid he,) 
will you pardon me for the preference 

= have given your ſiſter ? Though, con- 
| 2 | tinued 


5 
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tinued he, (lowering his voice,) you 
know matrimonial choice does not al- 
ways imply preference. I was too 


much hurt and diſguſted to anſwer him, 


nor during the night could I prevail 
upon myſelf to exert the ſmalleſt degree 


of chearfulneſs. Upon retiring to my 


chamber I called at that of my ſiſter, 
I found her more compoſed. She was 


ſealing a letter, which appeared to be 


of conſiderable length. As ſoon as it 


was finiſhed, ſhe turned to me, and 


taking my hand, My dear Frances, 
(ſaid ſhe,) I obſerve with pleaſure the 
affectionate ſhare you take in my ſuffer- 


ings; but do not, my love, let them too 


deeply affect you. I have reſolved in 
what manner to act; if I can eſcape the 


misfortune that threatens me, I cer- 


tainly will; if not, I muſt ſubmit to it 
in the beſt manner I can. All the 
aſſiſtance I have to requeſt from you, 
is, that the next time my brother or 

fy ET | 
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Sir Philip Haſtings viſit us, which I 
have reaſon to believe will be to-mor- 


row, that you will- take an opportunity 


of giving this letter to one of them; to 


which, is a matter of perfect indiffer. 


ence. The reluctance I have acknow- 
ledged to the propoſed marriage with 
Lord Eaſure, will probably induce my 
father to watch me more narrowly than 
common; but you will enjoy your uſual 
degree of liberty, and may eaſily oblige 


me. I readily promiſed to do every 


thing ſhe deſired, and, indeed, ſo en- 
tirely did 1 love her, and ſo deeply was 


I intereſted in her happineſs, that there 


were few things I would not have at- 


1 to do her ſervice. 


The following day, my brother and 
Sir Philip arrived, according to my 


ſiſter's expectation. They were in their 


uſual ſpirits, not having heard any thing 
of what had paſſed. A few minutes 
after their entrance, my father requeſted 

that 
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that my brother would accompany him 
into the library, he inſtantly obeyed, 
caſting, as he quitted the room, an ex- 
preſſive look upon his friend, which was 
returned by one of mingled pleaſure 
and apprehenſion; from which I con- 
jectured that it was agreed upon be- 
tween them, that the former ſhould 
this morning make the intended pro- 
poſal to his father. As Lord Belford 
and his ſon were with us in the room, 
I had no immediate opportunity of de- 
livering my letter: ar length I found 
one, while their eyes were employed in 
viewing a picture done by Opie, which 
had that morning been put up, He had 
ſcarce received it, when a ſervant en- 
tered, requeſting that the Baronet would 
walk into the library. I obſerved his 
colour heighten, as he prepared to obey 
the ſummon, while that of poor Harriet 
intirely forſook her cheeks, and ſhe 
with difficulty preſerved herſelf from 
1 fainting. 
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. fainting. In leſs than a quarter of an 
hour my father entered: his features 
were diſcompoſed, and his Whole coun- 
tenance expreſſive of anger, contempt, 
and ſeverity. He ſtrove to conceal his 
feelings, and addreſs his gueſts with 
complacency; but, though he was by 
no means deficient in courtly diſſimula- 
tion, it was with extreme difficulty that 

he preſerved a tolerable appearance of 
eaſe; and the frequent looks of ſcorn 
and diſpleaſure which he darted at my 
ſiſter, but too plainly diſcovered, that, 
however politeneſs, and a regard ſor the 
company preſent, reſtrained him in 
words and actions, his mind was ſwayed 
by the moſt violent paſſions, and that 
ſhe was the object of his extreme anger 


and contempt, if not of his avertion. 

His entrance was ſoon followed by that 

of my brother; but he entered alone, 

unaccompanied by his friend. Diſap- 

pointment and vexation were depicted 
71 upon 
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upon his brow. He often gazed upon 


Harriet with tender concern, treated 


Lord Belford and his ſon with extreme 


coldneſs, ſpoi.e very little during the 

remainder of lis ON" and took _ 
early | in the evening. 

Hie had no ſooner left us, chat my 

father, apologizing to his friends for a 


temporary abſence, in a ſtern and com- 
manding voice, ordered my ſiſter and 


me to follow him to his dreffing-room. 
Thither did we attend him, like two 
culprits, who were about to receive ſen- 
tence from the ſevereſt judge, and for 
the worſt of crimes. Upon entering, 
he ſeated himſelf, and ordering us to 


ſtand before him, informed my fiſter of 


the propoſal her brother had made him, 
of a marriage between her and Sir Phi- 
lip Haſtings. I need not tell you (con- 

tinued he) in what manner it was re- 
ceived. I cannot expreſs my contempt 
for your folly and inſolence in conſent- 
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ing to it, or his meanneſs in making it. 
I ſhall no more deſcend to mention an 
affair by which my family has been af. 


| fronted, and which, had they the ſmalleſt 
remains of conſcious dignity left, they 


would treat with reſentment and dif. 
dain. I did not direct you to attend 


me here, in order to conſult either your 


opinions or inclinations, both of which 
I perceive are in direct oppoſition to 
your honour and intereſt, but to inform 
you, that I have fixed upon the day 
after to-morrow for that of your mar- 


riage with Lord Eaſure, which I am 


determined ſhall then take place. Your 
brother's want of children obli ges me to 
Meek, in another line, for the continua- 
tion of my family: that of Villars is 
one of. the moſt ancient and honourable 
in-the kingdom, and Lord Eaſure will, 
at the death of his father, poſſeſs one 


of the largeſt eſtates in the iſland. I 


am ehe reſolved to ſettle my whole 
fortune 
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fortune upon your ſecond ſon, and to 


uſe all my intereſt with my ſovereign 


(which I flatter myſelf is not inconſi- 
derable) to inſure my title to him, after 


the deceaſe of your brother. Thus you 


_ perceive (continued he, with a voice 


ſomewhat more expreſſive of kindneſs) 
the glorious proſpects before you: go 


and prepare yourſelf for the proper re- 
ception of them. Do not anſwer me! 
(continued he, ſeeing her about to 
ſpeak). No power on earth ſhall alter 


my determination! It is to no purpoſe 


that you talk to me of love and hatred, 
living and dying, with all the reſt of 


that common pretence by which the 


reſolutions of ſo many weak fathers are 
ſhaken. Miſerable or happy, dead or 
alive, you ſhall He the” wo of Lord 
Eaſure!- 

TI TE- then turned to me, vhs ſtood 
: trembling by the fide of my half-faint- 
we Harriet, and added, It was my 
| i 8 _ pleaſure 
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pleafure that you, Frances, ſhould be 
preſent upon this occaſion, that you 
might have the opportunity of profiting 


by the example of your ſiſter, and of 
learning, from what hath now paſſed, 
that the commands of a father are not 
to be diſputed. | So ſaying, he waved 
his hand in token of gur Gumrifon, 


and with ſome difficulty we quitted his 


| preſence, poor Harriet being ſcarce 
able to walk, and I in no very en 
erg to fupport her. 

The moment we reached my fiſter's 
hr we flung: ourſelves, as 
by mutual conſent, upon a ſofa, and 
For ſome time gave way to the moſt- 


violent paſſion of tears. I firſt reco- 


vered the power of ſpeaking, and, in 
the beſt manner 1 was able, endeavoured 
to comfort my ſiſter; but ſhe was quite 


inconſolable, declaring, that ſhe was 


the moſt unfortunate of human beings ; 
_ the haſte with which my father had 
reſolved 


— 
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reſolved to complete her ruin, rendered 
it impoſſible for her to concert any 
meaſures for avoiding it; and that ſhe 


had now no proſpect, but chat of falling 


a ſacrifice to his unfeeling ambition. 
I could only weep, and beg her to be 
comforted ;. for, alas! I had no conſo- 
lation to offer her, not being able to 
conceive any means by which ſhe could 
hope to ſoften my father, or eſcape the 
effects of his tyranny. Our tears were 
ſtill flowing, when we were ſommoned 
to attend ſupper, + My ſiſter did not 


ſtrive to conceal her uneaſineſs. During 


the time of ſupper, her handkerchief 


was ſcarce ever from her eyes, and the 


Plate which was placed hefore her was 
removed untouched. A few moments 
after the cloth was removed, and the 


attendants retired, my father and Lord 


Belford aroſe, as by agreement, and 


quitted the room, the former ordering 


0 lilter and me not to leave it till his 
* . return. 
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return. They were no ſooner gone, 


than Lord Eaſure, walking with a care - 
leſs air up to Harriet, ſeated himſelf by 


-her. fide, and attempting to take one of 


her hands, which ſhe, ſcornfully with - 
drew, Well, my dear lady, (ſaid he,) 


you find what the old people have re- 
ſolved upon. I preſume Lord Clare- 


ville has informed you, that the day 


alter to-morrow. is fixed for the com- 


mencement of my happineſs. I can- 


not ſuppoſe (replied my ſiſter) that 
your Lordſhip can poſſibly expect to 
derive. happineſs from a marriage en- 


tirely de void of affection, or that vou 
can ever ſeriouſly think of paſſing your 


life. With a woman, who, ſo far from 


being able to return the preference with 


which you honour her, will conſider 
the neceſſity which compels her to unite 


herſelf to you, as the ſevereſt misfor- 


tune of her life. I truſt (anſwered 
| Lord d Epſyre)) that theſe ſentiments will 


n 
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quickly change, and chat T ſhall, in a 


| ſhort time, be favoured with as full a 


poſſeſſion of my dear Lady Harriet's 
heart, as I ſhall ever preſume to deſire. 
Never! never! fir, (exclaimed my ſiſter 


warmly,) never can my heart, which 1 
acknowledge to be devoted to another, 
admit a ſecond object of choice. If 


you can be ungenerous enough to re- 
folve upon making me completely un- 


happy, by taking advantage of my 
father's cruelty and power, never muſt 
you expect to gain the ſmalleſt degree 
of my eſteem or affection. I am ſorry 
(replied his lordſhip) that the propoſal 


happens to be diſagreeable to you, be- 
cauſe really know no means by which 


it can be avoided. How! (replied 
Harriet, is it not in your power to re- 


ject it? Surely, knowing my ſentiments, 


Can you think, with patience, of mar- 
wing a woman who cannot love ou— 
5 IS, Who 
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ho loves another? I am really fur 


priſed (anſwered his lordſhip) to receive 
ſuch ſentiments from a lady of your 
rank in life, — ſentiments which I ſhould 


nder have enpected to hear from the 


romantic daughter of a country parſon. 
You muſt excuſe me, my dear madam, 
if 1 cannot help ſmiling, to hear you 
talk with ſo much earneſtneſs about 
love, eſteem, and I know not how 


many fancied neceflaries, in a matri- 
monial engagement. 


Do you really 
think them ſo very indifpenſible ? In- 


_ deed I do, (replied Harriet,) nor do [ 


know any thing that can compenſate for 
the loſs of them. I am ſorry (replied 
he) that we differ ſo much in our opi- 
nions. I am ſo far from thinking them 
neceſſary, that I rather eſteem them 
troubleſome and inconvenient, and the 
great deſtroyers of peace and politeneſs 
in the married ſtate. Then, (anſwered 


Harriet, ) ſince yo are not induced to 
ſeek 
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ſeek my hand from motives of inclinas 
tion, I truſt you will grant that to my 


intreaties, which you refuſe to the care 


of your on honour.” Let me appeal 


to your generoſity, to your politeneſs. 


By every thing you eſteem eſtimable in 


man, let me conjure you to decline the 
purpoſed marriage ! Your ſo doing will 
etergally oblige me will entitle you to 
my warmeſt, my moſt laſting gratitude. 
It really gives me extreme pain (an- 
ſwered his lordſhip) to be under the 
neceſſity of refuſing any thing to ſo 

amiable a lady. Were J only to conſult 
my own inclinations, I would moſt 
.chearfully obey you; but in the preſent 
inſtance; I am ſorry to add, that I am not 


my own maſter. Not your own maſter! 


(exclaimed my ſiſter.) What do you 
mean? It has long been an agreement 


between Lord Belford and me, (anſwered 
Lord Eaſure,) that, provided he per- 


mitted me to follow my own plans in 
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the affairs of love, he ſhould-entirely 
govern thoſe of matrimony. It has 
been his pleaſure to point you out as 
the perſon he wiſhes me to marry ; and 
my honour is engaged to. fulfil My part 
of the treaty, as I can with truth aver, 
he has never in the ſmalleſt geen! in- 
fringed. his. 

Harriet was Abont to Do . 
when the entrance of the two Earls put 
an end to the converſation. In a few 
minutes after they were ſeated, my 
ſiſter and I retired. to her apartment. 
Indignation had, in fome meaſure, ſup- 
ported her ſpirits, while Lord Eaſure 
was in her fight; but no ſooner were 
we alone, than ſhe relapſed. into all her 
ſormer ſorrow. She was watering my 
boſom. with her tears, and lamenting 

her unfortunate ſituation, in a manner 
that exceedingly affected me, when her 
maid entered, and delivered a letter to 
her, which ſhe. ſaid. had been brought 


by 
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by Lord Seward's valet, with particular 
orders to have it delivered into her own 
bands. Harriet ſnatched it from her 
with every appearance of impatience, 
and while the peruſed it, I with plea- 
ſure obſerved her countenance brighten, 
and joy ſparkle in her eyes.” As ſoon 
as ſhe had finiſhed reading, ſhe folded 
up the letter, and put it into her 
pocket, with a look of perfect fatisfac- 
tion. Then turning to me, with a 
ſmile, Our dear good brother (fid 
the) promiſes to intercede for me; lie 
bids me hope every thing from His 
friendſhip. Good night, my love! 
(continued ſhe, kiſſing me,) let me no 
longer detain you from reſt, * ſhall 
now want no comforter,” “. 
I was delighted to ſee her ſo atten 
8 reſtore: to peace and apparent chear- 
fulneſs ; though, after what was paſſed, 
F could not but wonder at the confi. 
"WIG ſhe ** to place in an inter- 


ceſſion 
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 veſſion which had already proved vain, 
I was tgzoiced to ſee her more at caſe, 
but ; feared; ſoon to behold her again 


Pluosged in anguidh and deſpair. 
The next. morning, However, the 
= | Sk appeared to retain; hopes; ſor when 


1 met her 2 in the break faſt- room, | the | 
| -was/*compaled,; and almoſt thearfu], 
. though ſhe ſtill treated Lord Eaſure 
with the moſt + diftant; coldneſs, and 
| ſpoke very little; but he made ample 
amends for her ſilence, his ſpirits being 
.uncommonly high, which occaſioned 
him to talk almoſt inceſſantly. He 
addreſſed much of his converſation to 
by the ſmalleſt apparent attention. My 
father obſerving this, told him, he 


— —ͤ—E—w— — —— - — as 
/ 


hoped he would have a more obliging 
AN wife than he had a miſtreſs. To which 
| his Lordſhip anſwered, that he did nor 
1 in the leaſt doubt it, adding, I am 
i really quite charmed with my dear 
2 15 8 Lady 
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Lady Harriet's behaviour; ſhe. is the 
firſt coy reluctant beauty I ever had the 


good fortune to meet with, and the un+ 


expected N Dee zeſt to matri- 


| {vey itſelf. Wha F 


During the * Pep my. | Gifter con · 
ned in the ſame ſtate of compoſure. 


Inſtead of ſeeking to be alone, or con- 
verfing with me, ſhe appeared ſtudi- 


ouſly to avoid both; and when my 
father condeſcended two or three times 


to conſult her about the arrangements 
of the next day, the only anſwered, 
that ſhe wiſhed every thing to be order- 
ed juſt as he thought proper. When 
we retired for the evening, ſhe: kiſſed 
me with much affection, telling me, 
that her future proſpects wore, in her 


opinion, a very different aſpect from. 
that with which they had appeared to 


her two days before. I have now, 
(continued ſhe) little doubt of paſſing 
a 4 at leaſt * but, as 


it 


1 
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1 
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it will require all my ſtrength of mind 
to go through the taſk I have promiſed 
to perform, I muſt beg of my dear 
Frances to leave me. Your: preſence, 
my love, rather ſoftens and confuſes 


my ideas, than contributes to their 


ſtrength and regulation; oblige me, 
therefore, by omitting to eall upon me 
in the morning, nor permit any one to 
diſturb me till every thing is in readi- 
neſs for the ceremony. I have need 
(added ſhe, ſighing, ) of all my reſolu- 
tion, to ſupport me in a ſituation ſo try. 
ing as that before me. I took leave of 

ber, with expreſſing my ſincereſt wiſhes 


for her happineſs, and an aſſurance that 


I would implicitly obſerve the direc- 


tions ſhe. had given me. 


I aroſe; the following morning, 2 
a ai depreſſed by ſorrow and appre- 
henſion. Notwithſtanding my ſiſter's 
apparent calmneſs, I had no doubt but 
her reluctance and diſlike to the 

thoughts 


— 
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thoughts of becoming the wife of Lord 

' Eaſure were as ſtrong, though not ſo 
violent, as ever. She had never accul- | 
tomed herſelf to talk to me upon the 


ſubject of her attachment to Sir Philip 


Haſtings, fearing, as I always believed, 


1 


to draw upon me the diſpleaſure of her ; 


father, or fill my imagination with 1 im. 
proper ideas; but I was certain, that it x 
was of the firmeſt kind, and the great N 
difference between the men conſidered, 8 


it was not probable that ſhe could ſo 


ſuddenly bring herſelf to give up the 


one, and accept the other, without 


doing the utmoſt violence > bor to her 


principles and feelings. 


\ < 


It had been ſettled, a my 


father and Lord Belford, that the mar- 
rage ceremony ſhould be performed at 


ten in the morning. An elegant break- 
faſt was to ſucceed; after which, we 


| were all to ſet out for Belford Abbey, 
where every poſſible feſtivity, which 
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the occaſion could require or admit, 
Was to be celebrated in its honour. 


About a quarter of an hour before 
the appointed time, I entered my fa- 


ther's library, which was appointed for 


the place of rendezvaus upon this, to 
me, moſt ſolemn occaſion. The two 
Earls were already there, as was the 


Biſhop of ——, our near relation, 
who was appointed to perform the cere. 
mony. But the perſon who moſt pow. 


erfully attracted my attention, was 2 
young g gentleman of the moſt noble and 


engaging appearance I had ever beheld, 


Fou know the preſent Earl of Belford, 
my dear - Miſs - Maitland; (continued 


Lady Frances,) and will not therefore 


be ſurpriſed to hear that he was, two 
and twenty years fince, accounted one 
of the handſomeſt and moſt accom- 
pliſhed young men in the kingdom. 


To me, indeed, he appeared ſuch; and 


when, upon his father's preſefiting hin 


{0 
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to me, he reſpectfully kiſſed my hand, 
requeſting that he might, upon the 
ſtrength of the alliance which was about 
to take place between our families, have 
the honour to be admitted into the 
number of my friends, methought he 
ſpoke with more grace, elegance, and 
mimation, than any other perſon I had 
ever ſeen or heard, 

We had converſed but a few minutes, 
when the entrance of the intended 
bridegroom interrupted us, and recall- 
ed my thoughts to the difagreeable 
ſcene I was apprehenſive of ſhortly be- 
holding. I could not help feeling a 
ſtrong regret; that he did not in ſome · 
thing reſemble Mr. Villars, who my 


young and inexperienced heart had al 


ready told me was every thing that 
could be eſteemed amiable. His ap- 
pearance was indeed, upon this occaſion, 
moſt unlike to that of his brother. His 
dreſs was affectedly negligent, almoſt 
| | tO 
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to dirtyneſs, and he entered the room 
with a kind of half-yawn, which he 
intended ſhould be expreſſive of indo- 
lence and indifference. So, (exclaimed 
he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders,) I ſee 
you are all aſſembled. And my goad 
Lord of too ! nay, then there is 
no hope left! When the {quare cap 
appears, condemnation mult follow! I 
hope, my Lord, (anſwered the Biſhop) 


J ſhall be the means of inſuring your | 


felicity, not the pronouncer of your 
condemnation. The chances (replied 


his Lordſhip) are, I fear, rather againſt 


matrimonial adventurers. ' But the die 
is caſt; the family jewels are new ſet, 
and the Lady muſt not be diſappointed. 
Then, turning to his brother, he 
added, in-a half-whiſper, Faith, Fre- 
deric, 1 almoſt wiſh thou wouldſt be- 
come my proxy; I do not quite reliſh 
this ſerious fooling. Suppoſe (replied 


Mr. Yen): I ſhould, in e 


> 
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of my compliance with your whimſical 


requeſt, happen to become your proxy 


in your. lady's affections? Oh!] as for 


that, (anſwered his Lordſhip,)-I muſt 
run the common hazard. I do not 
mean to make a jealous huſband... 


He was here interrupted by my fa- 
ther, who aſked me, if my ſiſter was 


prepared, and ready to appear. To 


which I anſwered, that J knew nothing 
that was likely. to prevent her. Upon 
vhich a ſervant was directed to requeſt 
the favor of her company. He return- 
ed to inform us, that her woman ſaid, 
ſhe would be ready in a quarter of an 


hour. My father ſeemed a little diſ- 


pleaſed at this want of punctuality; 
and Lord Eaſure repeating the ſignifi- 
cant ſhrug of his ſhoulders, exclaimed, 
in a low voice, A ſhort reprieve is 


better than none. Though (continued 
he, affectedly addreſſing me) I am 


realy ſorry that your ſiſter gives herſelf 
| ll 
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ſo much unneceffary trouble about 
dreſs. In my opinion; ſhe looks vaſtly 
well in her blue habit. Tou, at leaſt; 


have nothing'to accuſe yourſelf of upon 
that account, (ſaid Mr. Villars.) Ong 


would judge, by the extreme negligence 


of your appearance; that you had been 
married theſe ſeven years. Why, you 
know (replied his lordſhip) it u¹ come 
to this; and really, at this unſeaſonable 


hour, one is more inclined to repoſe, 


than to en the * in e bet 
ance. 

More chat of the ſame kind paſſed 
among us, till my father, growing quite 
impatient, ſent another meſſage up to 
my ſiſter, informing her that we were 
all waiting, and requeſting that ſhe 
would come down immediately. Ina 
few moments (the door of the librar 
being left open) we heard the ruſtling 
of ſilk, and a female ſtep deſcending 
ſlowly down the n ſtairs, Here ſhe 


. | | | 181 
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is! (exclaimed Lord Eaſure in an af. 
ſected fright.) There's no eſcaping 


now:! Prithee, Frederic, be merciful! 
Don't laugh at me! Remember, thou 
muſt wear ſhackles ſome time or other! 


Deſtiny: will be fulfilled/!—At: this in- 


ſtant, with a countenance half confident, 


half terrified, entered my ſiſter's woman, 


and informed us, that her lady had the 


evening before left the houſe, and was 
upon her road to London, in company 


wich Sir Philip Haſtings. Never was 
rage, ſurprife,' and mortified vanity, 
more conſpicuouſly and ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed, than upon the countenances of 
the company preſent, when this unex- 
pected account was delivered. - My fa- 


ther's paſſion exceeded all bounds, He 


ſtamped, bit his lips, and for a few 
moments wholly reſigned himſelf to the 
influence. of his natural violence of 


temper, Then ſuddenly pauſing, and 


aſſuming a ſolemn reſoluteneſs of look 
„ BY | and 
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and accent, he ſwore-never more to ad. 
mit my ſiſter into his preſence, or con. 
ſider her as in any degree entitled to his 

care or protection. The Biſhop of. 
would have remonſtrated againſt, what 
he termed, ſo raſh and improper a re- 
ſolution, but my father abſolutely re- 
fuſed to hear him, ſaying, he was deter. 
mined to act for himſelf, and willing to 
riſk any conſequences which his conduct 
in the preſent inſtance might draw | 
upon him. His lordſhip, finding all 
his endeavours to act in the capacity of 
a peace-maker vain and unregarded, 
took his leave, not chuſing longer to 
witneſs a ſcene of ſo much violence and 
confuſion. 

My father ordered Harriet s woman 
to leave the houſe immediately; to 
which ſhe anſwered, that ſhe was pre- 
pared to do ſo, having received her 
| lady's commands to follow her to town. 

Lord Belford alked, if it would not be 
proper 


proper to follow the run- ways? ſaying, 


he thought they might yet poſſibly be 
overtaken, before a marriage could be 
effected. But my father abſolutely re- 
fuſed to think of it. No, (ſaid he, with 


a look and voice perfectly cool and de- 
termined,) let her folly be its own pu- 
niſhment. She no longer belongs to 
me, or my family. Were ſhe my only 
child, my only relation, I would never 


behold her more. 


During the firſt day fre my ſiſter's. 


elopement, Lord Eaſure appeared in a 
ſtate of extreme mortification, He had 
loſt great part of his affected humour, 


and had little or nothing to anſwer in 
return to his brother's. raillery, of which 
the latter was by no means ſparing, and 


which I could not help enjoying ex- 


ceedingly. I was, indeed, fincerely 


rejoiced that my ſiſter had eſcaped the 


miſery which muſt have been her por- 
tion, had ſhe beeome the wife of ſo 
— I weak, 
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weak, worthleſs, and ill-diſpoſed a be- 
ing as Lord Eaſure. I could not doubt 
but time would ſoften my father's ſeve- 
rity towards her. She had choſen a 
man whoſe character was uncommonly 
excellent, and whoſe ſituation in life. 
could not diſcredit a family of the firſt 
importance. I had therefore the ſtrongeſt 
hope of ſoon beholding her return, and 
reſume at leaſt her uſual place in his 
affection; but in this I was miſtaken, 
and inexpreſſibly diſappointed.” My fa- 

ther would neither fee his daughter nor 

her huſband : he returned their letters 
unopened, and refuſed to ſuffer either 
my brother, his lady, or myſelf, to ſpeak 

a word, in her vindication ; telling me, 
that, in his treatment of her, I had: 
leſſon of conduct, which he hoped l 
would apply to my own uſe, fince 1 
might aſfure myſelf, that, in a ſimilar 
ſituation, chat which 1 ſhould expe- 
p rience 
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rience would be in every reſpect __ 
ſame. 

Lord Belford and his fons continued 
at Clareville rather more than a week 
after the departure of my ſiſter, during 
which time Mr. Villars every day ap- 
peared more agreeable in my eyes. His 
perſon was uncommonly fine, his man- 
ners equally pleaſing, his ſentiments, 
opinions and diſpoſitions, apparently 
all that honour, virtue and delicacy, 
could inſpire or demand. Seventeen is 
not an age at which to diſtinguiſh the 
ſpecious from the intrinſic. I was 


charmed with every thing that was done 


or ſaid by Mr. Villars; and the ſtriking 


contraſt between him and his brother, 
which every hour preſented itſelf before 
me, ſtrengthened the approbation which 
his fine qualities appeared to demand, 
When he quitted Clareville, I thought 
every thing that had power to Felke 
departed with him, and I trembled to 


a. look 
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| look forward to the melancholy life! 
was likely to lead with my father, whoſe 
| increaſing ill health, and the diſap. 
pointment he had lately met with, had 
greatly added to the natural gloom and 
ſeverity of his temper. I was not ſuf. 
fered to correſpond with my ſiſter; 
very ſeldom permitted to viſit my bro- 
ther, who, on account of the part he 
had taken in her marriage, and the in- 
timacy which ſtill continued to fubſiſt | 
between hip and Sir Philip, was no | 
longer a welcome gueſt at Clareville, 
and therefore rarely approached it. The 
company of my ſiſter had hitherto ren- 
dered my ſituation ſupportable. We 
had always ſincerely loved each other; 
and the pleaſure of complaining to thoſe 
we love, and by whom our affection is 
returned, is ſo great, as almoſt to com- 
penſate for the occaſion which gives 
riſe to it. But I had now no friend, no 
companion, no relief from conſtraint 
Bibbe 1 and 
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and ſorrow. I thought, indeed, that 


no condition could well be more mor- 


tifying ; yet I dreaded the very idea of 


change, which I thought could only be 


effected by ſuch a marriage as that from 


which my ſiſter had eſcaped, and which 
I ſaw no means of avoiding, but by 
forfeiting every advantage of my birth. 


The only comfort I poſſeſſed, lay in the 
hope that this misfortune was at a di- 


ſtance. But in this hope I was deceived : 
the dreaded ſtroke was even then ſuſ- 
pended over my head. 


About twelve cidiths after my ſiſter's 


marriage, as I was fitting in my father's 


dreſſing- room, after converſing for ſome 
time with rather more than uſual chear- 


fulneſs, Frances, (faid he,) your ſiſter's 
diſobedience and folly have wholly ba- 


iſhed her from my affections: ſhe is 


no longer my daughter. Your brother's 
want of children, and his retired man- 
ner of living, renders any addition to 

K+: his 
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his fortune unneceſſary: upon you, 
therefore, 1 have fixed my hopes. The 
chearſul manner in which you have at- 
tended me, ever ſince my retirement 
from public life, affords me the moſt 
agreeable aſſurance of your perfect and 
ready ſubmiſſion to my directions and 
pleaſure, in an affair of the utmoſt im- 
portance to your intereſt and honour, 
and upon which I have in a particular 
manner ſet my heart. Should your 
conduct prove you unworthy of my re- 
gard, I am determined to make a diſtant 
relation my heir, and to uſe that inte- 
Teſt in his favour which 1 hope to exert 

in the aggrandizement of your deſcend- 
ants. But your apparent diſpoſition, 
and the proper ſenſe of duty which you 
have ever appeared to entertain, leads 
me to expect better things. Tou are 
not ignorant of the ancient amity and 
friendſnip which hath for many ages 


ſubſiſted between my houſe and that of 
Belford, 
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Belford. Lou know, likewiſe, the il 
ulage which the preſent lord (who is my 
perſonal friend) has lately received in 
my family. Yet, fo far from reſenting 
it, as I might have expected him to do, 
he is ſtill deſirous of allying himſelf to 
it, in order to which he hath purpoſed 
a marriage between you and his eldeſt 
ſon. 1 have conſented; and it now 
remains that your chearful and uncon- 
trained obedience proves you worthy 
of the attention I pay to your happi- 
deſs, and the great degree of it which . 
awaits you. 
It was with difficulty that I db 

to ſupport myſelf in my chair, I trem- 
bled; I could ſcarce breathe. My fa- 
ther, obſerving my ſituation, aroſe and 
. quitted the room, leaving me at leiſure 
to contemplate my own wretchedneſs. 
I was indeed wretched! My averſion, 
my contempt for Lord Eaſure, was un- 
e He had been the cauſe of 
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all my beloved fiſter's leah. Nele 
ungenerous behaviour to her, his per- 
ſon, his manners, his diſpoſition, and 
avowed principle, were every thing that 
could raiſe my abhorrence, my | WOE 2 
Fet I ſaw no means ofeſcaping the miſer- 
able fate which threatened me; death 
only appeared capable of affording me a 
ſhelter from the tyranny of my father. 
Oh! how ardently did J wiſh for the 
power of ſeeking that peace in the 
grave, which the world appeared to 
deny me. Nothing but the fear of in- 
curring unpardonable guilt, of drawing 
down upon my devoted head the anger 
of that Being, whoſe approbation, which 
conſtantly attends thoſe who ſeek to ob- 
tain it, could alone render exiſtence 
ſupportable, reſtrained my hand, which 
more than once was upon the very 
point of executing the laſt act of deſpe- 
ration. I cannot even now reflect upon 
the ſtruggle I endured, without in part 


ng the pangs of horror and deſpair 
which 
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which then tore my wretched boſom. 
At length the ſtrong ſenſe of religion, 
which from my earlieſt years had hap- 
pily been impreſſed upon my mind, in 
ſome degree calmed its agitations. 
Deſpair dictated a conduct ſimilar to 
that, which indifference would have 
pointed out. I knew how vain. it was 
to expect or ſupplicate mercy from my 
father ; Lord Belford and his ſon were 
equally unfeeling. I therefore deter- 
mined to ſubmit, without further ſtrug- 
ote, to give my hand to Lord Eaſure, 

and patiently wait till death, (whoſe _ 
wiſhed for approach my ſorrow could 
not but accelerate,) ſhould put an end 
to my ſufferings. 

In this reſolution 1 waited, jr a. 
gloomy kind of reſignation, for the 
day, upon which I was to ſacrifice all 
my future hopes of comfort. It was - 
ſome ſatisfaction to me to hear, that 1 
was not to be tormented by the ſight of 
5 5 al 
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my intended huſband, till the day x pre- 


. ceding that, 1 upon which the ceremony 


was to take place. But, alas! the day 
of. his arrival came but too ſoon. 1 


awakened with a degree of horror 1 upon 


my mind, which is more eaſily con- 
: ceived than expreſſed, and ſeveral hours 
_ Elapſed, before I could regain a ſtate of 
_ tolerable compoſure. At length the 


object of my ſtrongeſt averſion appeared, 


but the effects which the fight of him 


would probably have produced upon me 


pere in a great meaſure loſt, by his being 
15 cob pee by his brother. 


Mr. Villars looked more amiable, 


more pleaſing than ever. He addreſſed 
me with the affection of a brother, 
mingled with ſomething ſtill more in- 
dtereſting; expreſſed great concern at 


ene my countenance ſo much altered 


V 


me, that my happineſs was dear to him. 


ſince he had laſt beheld me; and ſaid 
every thing that could tend to convince 


His 
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: His looks, too, expreſſed more than his 
words; they told me, that his heart felt 


f more than they dared to utter; that 
' nothing but hope was wanting to render 
n | him my lover. As for Lord Eaſure, his 
L behaviour was an exact counterpart of 
that which 1 have already deſcribed 
f when my ſiſter was the object of his per- 
fſecution. I could not behold him with- 
out horror, or think of my approaching | 
marriage without inexpreſſible pain. 
1 _ Notwithſtanding theſe conflicts which 
my heart endured, I had reſolution 


enough to preſerve a countenance toler- 
ably ſteady. I was ſupported by deſpair, 
which told me, that complaint was vain, 
and I had ever conſidered. uſeleſs re- 
pining as the offspring of weakneſs. 
But, when the papers, ſettlements, &c. 
were produced, and Lord Eaſure having 
ſigned his name, preſented the pen to 
me, that I might follow his example, 
a trembling ſcized my whole frame, the 

SS. * 
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light danced before my eyes, I had juſt 
ſtrength to write my name, when the 
inſtrument fell from my hand, and 1 
fainted away. 

When I recovered, 1 Gund myſelf 
in the arms of Mr. Villars, who in a 
manner expreſſive of the tendereſt con- 


cern, inquired after my health. Since | 


the departure, of my ſiſter J had not 
heard the voice of tenderneſs. Even 
her's was leſs ſoft than that of Mr. 
Villars. It ſunk into my heart; I felt 
that 1 was more wretched than ever. 
A couple af hours which I paſſed alone 
in my dreſſing room were hardly ſuffi- 

cient to enable me to return to the draw. 
ing room with tolerable compoſure, yet 
an irreſiſtible ſomething drew me thi- 
ther. Upon entering I found Mr. Vil- 
Jars alone, ſeated upon- a ſofa, in the 
"moſt melancholy attitude. T he mo- 
ment he beheld me, joy ſparkled in his 


fine eyes, but it was ſoon ſucceeded by - 


dejection. 
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dejection. He handed me to the ſofa, 
andi ſilently ſeating himſelf by my fide, 


a deep ſigh eſcaped him, which appeared 


to iſſue from the cloſeſt receſſes of his 


ſoul. My eyes involuntarily met his; he 
ſeemed confuſed, caught my hand, im- 


preſſed an ardent kiſs upon it, then 


ſtarting up, walked to a diſtant window 
without uttering a ſingle world. 
I was ſurpriſed, almoſt frightened, and 


doubtful whether I ovght not to leave 


the room, when he ſuddenly returned, 


and reſuming his ſeat, Forgive, (he ex- 


claimed,) moſt amiable of women, for- 


give the involuntarily tranſports of a 
heart, but too ſenſible of your perfec- 


tions. Alas! Lady Frances, (continued 
he, preſſing my trembling hand) you 


are not happy. My brother does not 
owe his good fortune to the preference 


with which your heart regards him, but 
to a too rigid ſenſe of duty, which will, 


1 ww: * you to an act, the conſe- 
quence 
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- quence: of which muſt render the re- 
mainder of your life unhappy. For- 
ive, (continued he,) the abrupt man- 
ner in which I have ventured to intro- 
duce a ſubject of ſo much importance: 
alas! this may be the laſt moment for 
deliberation. To- morrow you are loſt 
for ever. 

I will not, my legs - Mik Maitland, 
(continued Lady Frances), attempt to 
give you the particulars of a converſa- 
tion which laſted more than two hours. 
Suffice it to ſay, that Mr. Villars was a 
perfect maſter of the arts of perſuaſion; 
that he ſo effectually employed thoſe 

arts, as to induce me to promiſe to fol- 
low my ſiſter's example, and that very 
evening meet him at the bottom of the 
Park, where he propoſed to have a chaiſe 
and four in readineſs, to convey me to 
Scotland. I had repreſented to him the 
certain conſequences of ſuch a ſtep; 
4 namely, the intire loſs of my father's 
_— >. 7 95 favour, 


"HENRY AN D' ISABELLA, 207 


favour, and the fortuue I bad a right to 
hope for from him; but he treated 
theſe conſiderations as of no importance, 
when compared with the loſs or acqui- 
ſition of happineſs; ſaying he had little 
doubt but his father, who poſſeſſed great 
influence over the mind of Lord Clare- 
ville, would eaſily prevail upon him 
to forgive an action in its own nature fo 
juſtifiable; eſpecially as he had no 
other child, who might by ſuch an act 
of lenity, be encouraged to diſpute his 
future commands. But ſhould he ob- 
ſtinately adhere to the reſolution he pro- 
feſſed to have taken, his own fortune, 
_. which, (he ſaid,) was not inconſiderable, 
- would enable him to ſupport the woman 
he loved in eaſy independence, though 
not in the affluence and e in Men 
de could wiſh to place her. 

The wretchedneſs of my give, 
the unhoped for happineſs of eſcaping 
- from a life of mortification and pain, 
ELF) and 
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and the delightful proſpect of paſſing 
it with one ſo amiable, fo generous, 
one by whom I was tenderly beloved, 
-and whoſe fine qualities and goodneſs 
of heart, would render it my pride and 
glory to acknowledge as my deliverer, my 
guardian, my all, were circumſtances, 
which too powerfully operated upon my 
imagination, to admit of my perceiving 
either danger or difficulty 1 in the plan 

we had fixed upon. Every thing was 
agreed, the hour appointed, and all 
arranged to our intire ſatisfaction, when 
my father and Lord Eaſure returned 
from a walk they had taken in the Park. 
The former complained of extreme fa- 
tigue and pain in his head. He ate 
nothing at dinner, and in the courſe of 
the evening felt evident ſymptoms of a 
violent fever. The phyſician who uſually 


attended him was immediately ſent for, 
who ordered him to be put to bed, and 


W much alarmed at The fituation 


— — 7 
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in which he found him. In a few hours A 
he became delirious, and the fever in- 
creaſed ſo rapidly, that the doctor re- 

queſted that more affiftance might be. 

called in, as the ymptoms were of the : 
very worſt kind,  - ; 
This circumſtance intirely put an end 

to my intended journey. Mr. Villars, 
indeed, mentioned my taking advan- 
tage of the confuſion of the family, and 
my father's weak ſtate, which rendered 
him incapable of purſuing us, and get- «it 
ting ſafe to Scotland while it was in my # 
power; but I abſolutely refuſed to com- 

ply with his requeſt, not without ex- 


preſſing ſome indignation at his ſup- * 


poſing me unfeeling enough to forſake : 
a parent in ſuch a Kanten For which 
he apologized, by pleading the ſtrength * 
of his paſſion, and his fears that my 
health might be injured by a cloſe at- 
tendance upon my father, ſuch as he 
knew my high * * duty would lead 


me 
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me to pay, while I continued at Clare. 
ville. How eaſily are we induced to 
| pardon thoſe we loye, whoſe actions al- 
Ways appear to us in the faireſt light. I 
ought to have ſuſpected the man who 
could for a moment have wiſhed me to 
violate every ſenſe of propriety, delicacy, 
and duty, in order to gratify his own 
paſſion. But, alas! I had not accuſ- 
tomed myſelf ſo exactly to weigh things 
in the ſcale of judgment and right. If 
1 did not ſuffer my affection for Mr. 
Villars intirely to blind my reaſon, it at 
leaſt obſcured it too much to admit of 
my obſerving the tendency of his con- 
duct upon this occaſion, or perceiving 
y that it was dictated by a ſelfiſh ungene- 
| rous heart. Ned # 
During the whole night. I remained 
in my father's apartment; his fever ſtill 
continued to increaſe, and when. two 
more of the faculty arrived early the 


next morning they pronounced him in 
the 
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the utmoſt danger. I diſpatched a fer- 
vant immediately to my brother, re- 
queſting his preſence; and as ſoon as 


he had ſeen his father, and heard the 


opinions of the conſultation, I requeſt- 
ed chat he would inform Lord Eaſure, 


that during my father's continuance in 


his preſent ſtate of inſenſibility, I 
thought myſelf at liberty to act accord- 
ing to my own choice and determina- 


tion; and that I was reſolved to liſten 
to no propoſals of the nature of that 
with which he had honoured me, at 
leaſt till his perfect recovery ſhould 


again ſubject me to his influence. This 


meſſage, which was delivered by my 


brother, in a manner which left my 
tormentor no hope of reverſing the ſen- 


© tence it conveyed, | had all the effect 1 


could deſire from it; his Lordſhip that 
very afternoon quitted Clareville, nor 
did Jever afterwards behold him. 
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For more than a fortnight, my bikes 
continued in a ſtate of the utmoſt dan- 
ger: about that time his diſorder took 
a favourable turn, but his recovery was 
flow, and his conftitution ſo much 
weakened and impaired by its violence, 
that his phyſicians thought a change of 
climate neceſſary to the rei 00 of 
his health. We accordingly removed 
to the ſouth of France, it having been 
ſettled between my father, (to whom 
my. attendance was neceſſary,) and Lord 
Belford, that my marriage with Lord 
Eaſure ſhould take place immediately 
| upon our return to England. 

For ſome months after our arrival 
upon the continent, my father continued 
in a "fate of great debility, both of 
mind and body. He appeared to be 
grown almoft wholly indifferent to every 
thing which he had once eſteemed of 


conſequence, but about the trifles by 


which he was ſurrounded, he was Ca» 
| | pricious | 
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pricious and particular beyond a poſſi- 
bility of ſatisfaction or tolerable com- 
fort. Though every one who ap- 
proached him, made his eaſe and hu- 


mour their principal ſtudy, he was con- 


ſtantly complaining of the neglect and 
ill uſage which he „ Wet 4 and if 1 


was abſent from his chamber for more 5 
than ten minutes at a time, he would ; 


reproach me in the ſeyereſt terms with 
being weary of the performance of my 
duty; often telling me, that he knew I 


ſhould be glad of his death, but ad- 


ding, that he would take care. to give 


me no cauſe to rejoice, for that he was 
reſolved to bequeath me only a bare 


ſubſiſtence. 
About ſix months 2 we were ſet- 


tled at Montpelier, Mr. Villars, with 
whom I had regularly correſponded, 
made his appearance there, pretending 
to my father, that a ſudden and violent 
| Aiſorder, ith which 1 paß been ſeized, 
was 
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was the occaſion of his journey, and 
that he was ordered by his phyſicians 
to paſs ſome months upon the conti. 
nent. As the Earl had never enter- 
rained the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion of the 
attachment which ſubſiſted between our 
viſitor and myſelf, he received him in 
the moſt gracious manner, and gave 
him a general invitation to paſs all his 
leiſure hours at our houſe; of this per- 
miſſion Mr. Villars availed himſelf in 
its fulleſt extent, for he almoſt lived 
there. He would generally pay his re- 
ſpects to my father every morning, and 
chat with him for about half an hour. 
in his chamber, which he now never 
quitted, except when he went out in a 
carriage for the benefit of the air. Af- 
ter this viſit, Mr. Villars uſually retired 
to the drawing-room, where he often 
paſſed the whole day, reading, drawing, 
playing on the harpſichord, or amuſing 
| himſelf with his own reflections. Com- 
__ a m=_m_SH pany 
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pany he had no chance of meeting, no 
viſitant, except himſelf, ever being ad- 
mitted within our doors. 


Whenever my father ſlept, or went 
an airing, each of which he regularly 


did twice every day, I conſtantly paſſed 
the time of his abſence in the drawing- 


room, where the lively engaging con- 


verſation of Mr. Villars' compenſated 


for the many melancholy hours I paſſed 


with him. The contraſt indeed between 
them was too great; all my pleaſure de- 
pended upon him; to him only could I 
complain of my diſcomforts, and only 
from him did I expect or receive con- 
ſolation: theſe were dangerous circum- 
ſtances to a temper warm, open, and 
ſuſceptible as mine. Yer I always ſtea- 
dily refuſed to hearken to any propoſal 


of leaving my father, whoſe ſituation 


demanded all my care, and upon whom 


I was reſolved to attend to the laſt mo- 


ments of life, whatever might be the 


preſem 
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preſent treatment, or future reward J 
had to expect from him. But by de- 
grees, Mr. Villars gained ſuch an aſ- 
cendency over my mind, ſo much did 
my love for him increaſe, that he per- 
| ſuaded me to conſent to a private mar- 
Triage, which was performed by my fa- 
ther's chaplain, in the preſence of a 
particular friend whom my lover intro- 
duced to me, and with whoſe name and 
family I was well acquainted, and two 
of my own favourite domeſtics. 
Our family were all ſo much attached 
to my perſon, by good offices, which! 
had conſtant opportunities* of doing 
them, that I had little reaſon to fear 
that a diſcovery would have been made 


to my father, had my marriage been 


known to every individual belonging to 
it, but ſuch precautions had been taken 
as wholly to elude their ſuſpicions ; and 
ſome months elapſed, during which, it 
continued a profound ſecret to every 
one, 
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one, except thoſe who were eng at 
its performance. | 
My father had, during the firſt year 
of his reſidence at Montpelier, been 
flattered with the hope of a perfect re- 
ſtoration to health, but ſoon after the 
event I have juſt related had taken 
place, many of his former bad ſymp- 
toms returned again, though with leſs 
violence, and his recovery was pro- 
nounced doubtful. The offence which 
I could not but be conſcious of having 
committed againſt parental authority, 
redoubled my attentions to him, for 1 
now felt it a duty to ſubmit to every 
difficulty, which his increaſing illneſs 
and caprice brought upon me, without 
even the ſlighteſt murmur. My huſ- 
| band's fondneſs and gratitude for what 
he called my condeſcenſion, appeared 
every hour to become warmer and more 


lively; I had no doubt of our marriage 


remaining a ſecret during my father's 
Vor. III. L > 1m 
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life, after which, as I ſhould be in every 
reſpect my own miſtreſs, I ſhould no 
longer have any reaſon to wiſh it to con- 


tinue ſuch, but might look forward to 


years of unclouded happineſs. 


One morning that Mr. Villars was 


gone with a party of his friends upon a 
pleaſureable excurſion, which he had 


exceedingly lamented that I could not 


5 partake with him, and my father was 


taking one of his uſual airings, upon 


which occaſions, he choſe the attendance 
of his nurſe rather than mine, I was 
fitting in my dteſſing- room revolving 


in my mind paſt events, and amuſing 


myſelf with pleaſing views of the fu- 
ture; when a poſt-chaiſe ſtopped at the 
door, in which was a lady who requeſt- 
ed to ſpeak with me upon very parti- 
cular buſineſs. It never was my cul- 
tom to Rand aloof, and ſhut myſelf up 
from my fellow creatures, more than 


the  haughty and ſevere temper of my 
4 5 1 father 
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father rendered unavoidable; it had 


ever been my deſire to mix with the 
worthy and amiable, without exactly 
conſidering whether their rank or for- 


tune entitled them to ſo vaſt an honour; 


for I never could eſteem myſelf as in 
truth and nature their ſuperior, 
The ſtranger who now ſolicited, found 


an eaſy admiſſion ; ſhe was a beautiful | 
young woman, elegant in her appear- 
ance; and if I could judge from the 


ſhort converſation I held with her, pleaſ- 
ing in her manners. After ſome apo- 
logies for her intruſion, and the ſeeming 
liberty ſhe was about to take, ſhe aſked 
me if Mr. Villars did not at that time 
privately pay his addreſſes to me? I 
was much ſurprized at the queſtion, 
and defired to know for what reaſon it 
was propoſed to me; upon which, with 
many tears, and every poſlible appear- 
ance of diſtreſs, ſhe told me that ſhe 
had the misfortune to be his wife, and 
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convinced me of the truth of what ſhe 
aſſerted by the fight of ſeveral letters, 
the hand-writing of which I but too 
Well knew to be his, in which he not 
only ftiled her his dear wife, and ſub- 
ſeribed himſelf her happy and affec- 
tionate huſband, but mentioned various 
circumſtances relative to their mar- 
riage, expreſſed the moſt grateful ſenſe 
of the confidence ſhe had repoſed in 
bim, and promiſed to embrace the very 
earlieſt opportunity of informing his 
father of their union, and declaring it 

to the whole world. 
Judge, my dear Juliana, jodge my 
ſituation! Think what I muſt feel, 
when U tell you that I was at this time 
ſeveral months advanced in my preg- 
nancy, and that I loved with inexpreſ- 
ſible fondneſs the cruel author of my 
miſery. I had juſt ſtrength and reſo- 
lution enough left 1 in this dreadful mo- 
ment to thank Mrs. Villars for her in- 
„ formation, 
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formation, to affure her that ſhe had' 


nothing to fear from me as a rival in- 


the affections of her huſband, who 1 
was reſolved never more to behold, and 
to requeſt that ſhe would leave me. She 
had ſcarce quitted the room, when I 
_ fainted away; the moment that I was 


ſufficiently recovered, I wrote a few 


lines to my deceiver, in which I in- 
formed him of the diſcovery I had 
made, and without deſcending to load 
him with a ſingle reproach, abſolutely 
forbad him ever more to appear in my 


ſight. Upon this trying occaſion my 


ſpirits and reſolution ſeemed to be ſup- 
ported by a ſupernatural aſſiſtance; ſor- 
row was overcome by indignation; the 


cruel injuries I had received, appeared 
at once to have broken the charm by 


which my affections were united to him 


from whom I had ſuffered them. _ He 


no longer appeared amiable; the cloſe 


diſguiſe which had ſo fatally deceived 


3 me, 


4 
— 
F 
. 
11 
9 
4 
. 
57 
N 
78 
12 
* 5 
#4 
21 
7 
5 
f 
+8 
* 
. 
- 
> 
* 
4 
3 
1 
12 
* 
he: 
I 
v4 
— 
4 
K 
1 
4) 
4 
4 
* 


0 

6 

* 
$ > 
0 
* 2 


| 
= 
4 7 
30 
3 
is c 
3 
T6 
7h j 
1 
14: 
2 
1 
| 
7 
; 75 
£ 
7 
5 
| 
\ 
| 
44 
5 
; 


— 
. Kees Of A Af 


/ 
TTT 


rern 


b 


— * 
© 5 - N 1 
—·ů ͤ 
eee 
= 2 


— 


— 


e 
— — * 
e — 


222 HENRY AND ISABELLA, 


me, was removed, and the ſelffh un- 
principled hypocrite ſtood confeſſed, 
converting all that had been dear to 
my ſoul, into an object of its utmoſt 
fcorn and averſion. 

* Mr. Villars wrote me ſeveral letters, 
but I returned them all unopened, being 
convinced that no apology he had the 
power of making could do away any 
part of his crime, or juſtify my for- 
giveneſs of it. Upon the back of one 
which he ſent to me, I wrote theſe 
words: Trouble me no more; you are 
the huſband of another; my reſolution 
is founded upon principle, and not to 
be ſhaken : after this he ceaſed to mo- 
leſt me, and I was left to the quiet en- 
joyment of my wretchedneſs. 
Notwithſtanding the reſolution with | 
which-I had ſupported ſo ſevere a trial 
of my conſtancy, my anxiety and re- 
gret brought a nervous fever, which for 


lome time hung * me; my ſitua- 
tion 
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tion was every moment occurring to my 


mind, and afflicted it with pangs which 
nothing but thoſe of guilt could exceed. 
I was under the neceſſity of revealing 


this melancholy circumftance to the 
two female domeſtics who were preſent 
at my marriage, (one of whom is now 


my woman, and the other my houſe- 
keeper at Clareville,) and concert with 
them the means of concealing it from 
my father. My illneſs had in a great 
meaſure obliged him to diſpenſe witli 
my attendance in his chamber, where 


I was often unable to appear for ſeveral 


ſucceſſive days, by which means he was 


become accuſtomed to receive his me- 
dicines, &c. from his nurſe, which it had 


before been my conſtant office to admi- 
niſter. I was a little beginning to re- 
cover from the diſorder which had af- 
fected my health, when at the end of 
the ſeventh month of my pregnancy I. 


was delivered of a daughter. The in- 
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fant was privately carried out * * 
houſe, and every thing ſo managed by 


my women that no other perſons in the 


family ſuſpected the cauſe of my ill- 
neſs; and having ſo frequently been 
accuſtomed to keep my room for two 
or three days together, it paſſed wholly 
unobſerved by my father, who believed 
J had the beſt advice, and was indeed 
too much diſordered in his own health 
to pay any great attention to that of 


; another. 


As ſoon as JI could les my room, all 
my attention was taken up with the care 
of my poor baby; for whom, though I 
had but once folded it to my boſom, but 
once impreſſed a maternal kiſs upon its 
dear lips, I had inſtinctively conceived 
the moſt paſſionate fondneſs. I had 
directed that a wet nurſe ſhould be pro- 

cured for it, and every thing done that 

could make it amends for the involun- 
tay neglect of its unfortunate mother. 
During 
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During a month I vilited it every day; 
Burne always went with me, for in order 
effectually to prevent a poſſibility of the 
affair being made known to my father, 
ſne had told the nurſe that the child 
was her own, but that I had promiſed 
to be its godmother, and bring it up 
for her at my own expence. 
During theſe viſits I was forced, while 
the nurſe was preſent, to reſtrain my 
feelings, and behave as one to whom 
the infant was almoſt indifferent; bur 
the moment ſhe quitted the room, 1 
would give a looſe to the tenderneſs 
with which my heart overflowed; I 
would preſs it to my boſom, kiſs its 
ſoft cheek, and weep over it by turns. 
TI had, however, the pleaſure of ſeeing 
it thrive as fait as I could hepe; it was 
my reſolution, as ſoon as I got to Fng- 
land, to fend a nurſe properly attended 
to fetch it over, to have it educated 
with the utmoſt care, and when it grew 
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up, to acknowledge it for my own, and 
afford it every advantage which I had 
the power to communicate, or nature 
had given it a right to claim. In pur- 
ſuance of my pretended promiſe to 
Burne, I had it chriſtened after the 
name of my mother, whoſe memory 
was extremely dear to me, upon 
which occaſion I made a pretty large 
preſent to the nurſe, in order to 
increaſe her care of my little darling, 
with which indeed I had every cauſe to 

be ſatisfied, as it grew very faſt, and 

appeared in the moſt perfect health. 
In this promiſing ſtate it was, when 
a ſudden inclination of my father's de- 
termined him to ſet out immediately 
upon his return to England, and 1 was 
forced to tear myſelf from the little 
creature who was become dearer to me 
than life. This was not effected with- 
out exceſſive pain, many paſſionate tears, 


and tender careſſes; and when I im 
| preſſed 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 227 
preſſed the laſt kiſs upon its ſweet lips, 
a cold ſhivering ſeized my heart, which 
inſtantly \communicated itſelf to my 
whole frame, and which, were I at all 
inclined to ſuperſtition, I ſhould con- 
ſider as a ſignal of the affecting, irre- 
trievable loſs J was quickly to ſuſtain. 

We were ſcarcely landed at Dover, 
when we received the moſt unexpected 
and unwelcome account of the death of 
my brother, which was a ſhock I was 
hardly able to ſupport, and which fo 
greatly ſurprized and affected my father, 
that he lived but a few days after he 
had received it. During this ſhort time 
he appeared deeply ſenſible of the va- 
nity of human greatneſs and ambition; 
he repeatedly begged my forgiveneſs 
for the pain he had occaſioned me, and 
the unkind manner in which he had fo 
often treated me; but he could by no 
arguments be prevailed upon to alter 
the reſolution he had made with regard 

to 
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to my ſiſter; ſo that having made 5 

new regulation of his affairs, I found 
myſelf at his deceaſe left ſole heireſs to 

his great fortune, and much richer than 

I had any right to be. 

The firſt care that occupied my 

thoughts, after the interment of my 


father, was that of my poor baby ; my 


heart beat with impatience to behold it 
again; I did not loſe an hour in diſ- 
patching Burne over with conſiderable 
offers to the nurſe, if ſhe would con- 
ſent to return with her; and if ſhe ap- 
_ peared unwilling to accept them, it was 

my orders that ſhe ſhould inform her 
to whom the child belonged, and pro- 
miſe her whatever ſhe aſked, as an in- 
ducement to her removal; for I feared 
that a change might affect the health of 
my little . which 1 valued be- 
vond every thing elſe in the world. 

I cannot deſcribe my impatience or 
anxicty during the abſence of Burne. 
N . | At 


- 
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At the time when I ſuppoſed ſhe was 
: upon her paſſage back, every breath of 
wind alarmed me, and my fancy pre- 
ſented to me every poſſible accident that 
could befal a traveller either by land or 
water. I counted the days and hours 
till the time of her expected return, 
when I hoped to receive my little trea- 
ſure once more to my fond heart. I 
reſolved to inform my friends and rela- 
tives of the imprudence I had been 
ouilty of, to have the dear infant nurſed 
in my own houſe, and to make her the 
ſolace and care of my remaining life; 
Judge then, my dear Miſs Maitland; 
what was my diſappointment, my an- 
guiſh, when my woman returned with 
the melancholy information, that the 
ſweet little angel had died in conyullions 
three days after I left it. 

I will not pain your feeling heart by 
attempting to deſcribe what mine en- 
one ; it had fixed its whole hopes of 
7 comfort 
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comfort upon one dear object, and its 
- dilappointment was 1 af- 
re., 

Soon after the loſs of my infant, 1 


ſaw in the public prints an account of 
the death of Lord Belford, which was 


in a few weeks ſucceeded by that of his 


eldeſt ſon; and ſhortly after, I had the 
misfortune to be deprived of my be- 
loved ſiſter, whoſe friendſhip had been 
my greateſt conſolation under all my 
diſtreſſes; though I never made her ac- 
quainted with the principal ones I had 
endured, fearing to involve her huſband 
in a quarrel, which would, I knew, be 
the certain conſequence of his being 
informed of the ill uſage I had received. 
As for the preſent Lord Belford, I have 
never beheld him ſince I diſcovered the 
villainy of his conduct towards me. 
Soon after the death of my father, he 
employed a common friend to requeſt 
that I would admit him once more into 
| my 


Fg 
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my preſence, aſſuring me, that he had 
ſomething to ſay, which would, he truſted, 
mollify, if not entirely remove, my re- 
ſentment, for the crime I believed him 
to have committed againſt me: but I 
abſolutely refuſed to ſee him; declaring, 
that I had not the ſmalleſt remaining 
regard for him; and begging, as the 
laſt and only requeſt I ever ſhould make 
him, that he never would, upon any 
occaſion, appear in my light; a requeſt 
he has carefully ended en; nos do 1 
believe, that the affair is at all ſuſpected 
by the world, or known to any, except 
thoſe who were preſent at my marriage, 
and yourſelf, the only perſon to whom 
it ever was by me related, 
Theſe, my dear Miſs Maitland, are 
the circumſtances which have robbed. 
my youth of its chearfulneſs, and ſtill 
continue to cloud my day of life with 
a deep and painful regret of which my 
mind is unable to diveſt itſelf. 9 977 
| | | The 
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The tears of our heroine flowed 
apace: ſhe kiſſed the hand of her re. 
vered friend; and, in a voice broken 
by her emotions, exclaimed, Oh! that 
J were that daughter! that it were 

in my power to ſoothe your regrets! 
Tou do ſoothe them, my dear, lovely 
girl, (anſwered Lady Frances;) you 
are my daugliter; the adopted child of 
my affections. I know not, had my 
own been ſpared to my hopes, whether 
I could have loved her more than I do 
you. Juliana could with truth have re- 
plied, that ſhe was far dearer to her 
than ſhe to whom nature had obliged her 
to pay the external reſpect due to a pa- 
rent; but a ſenſe of duty never would 
permit her to mention her diſapproba- 
tion of a mother's character or conduct. 
She ſpoke of her as ſeldom as poſſible, 
and never but upon trifling and general 
occaſions, which admitted neither of 
Praiſe or blame; but ſhe was delighted 
f | _ to 
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<0 hear Lady Frances ſpeak of the late 
Sir George Maitland and his brother, with 


both of whom ſhe was well acquainted, 


as two -of the worthieſt of men, and 
could have liſtened to ſeveral little 
anecdotes ſhe related of them for ever; 
her mind dwelling with an inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction upon the thought, that ſhe 
had one parent for whom ſhe had no 
cauſe to bluſh; but from whom, on 
the contrafy, ſhe derived honour, and 
had a right to that beſt inher; tance, un- 
derſtanding and virtue. 

It is then that time appears to move 
molt ſwifty, when its even tenor leaves 
no trace upon the memory, by which 
its parts may be ſeparated, and an ac- 
count kept of its progreſs. Thus Lady 
Frances and our heroine, though they 
were entirely without what is called 
amuſement, found the fortnight they 
ſpent together paſs inſenſibly away, be- 
fore half of 1 it ſeemed to be elapſed; 

and 
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and when a card arrived from Mordant- 
Place, to inform Miſs Maitland that 
her mother and the family were re- 
turned, ſhe received it as the diſturber 
of a ſweet repoſe, which ſhe could al- 
moſt have wiſhed ſhould never have 
been broken; at leaſt ſhe would have 
wiſhed to have been awakened from 
the dream of friendſhip and rationality 
by ſomething more intereſting, than a 
return to the common forms, common 


objects, and common ideas of ordinary 
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